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(Harris Stephen Land 1902-1965)

Preaching at Family Reunion,

Deer Point Lake, Bay County, Florida

Preach the word; be instant in season, out of season; 

reprove, rebuke, exhort with all longsuffering and doctrine.

2 Timothy 4:2 

INTRODUCTION TO THE EPISTLE OF 2TIMOTHY
Study Notes on the Holy Scriptures supports the view of the verbal, plenary inspiration of the biblical text of the Holy Scriptures, meaning that every word originally written down by the authors in the sixty-six books of the Holy Canon were God-breathed when recorded by men, and that the Scriptures are therefore inerrant and infallible. Any view less than this contradicts the testimony of the Holy Scriptures themselves. For this reason, the Holy Scriptures contain both divine attributes and human attributes. While textual criticism engages with the variant readings of the biblical text, acknowledging its human attributes, faith in His Word acknowledges its divine attributes. These views demand the adherence of mankind to the supreme authority of the Holy Scriptures above all else. The Holy Scriptures can only be properly interpreted by the guidance of the Holy Spirit, an aspect of biblical scholarship that is denied by liberal views, causing much misunderstanding and misinterpretation of the Holy Scriptures.

The Message of the Book of 2Timothy- Paul's second epistle to Timothy is doubtless the last letter that Paul ever wrote. He put these tender and personal words on paper as he faced execution by beheading. He was most likely in prison, sitting in a damp, lower dungeon with a small hole in the ceiling for light. He addresses his beloved convert, a man named Timothy, who had stood with him under every other situation they had faced together. Paul the aged had faithfully executed his own divine calling, and now he was able to exhort Timothy to do the same by using his own life as an example. Thus, within this Epistle Paul gives an earnest plea for Timothy to make haste and be with him one last time before departing from this earth. Paul's major emphasis is to stand strong against all adversity and fulfill the divine calling that God has placed upon his life.

Introductory Material- The introduction to the epistle of 2Timothy will deal with its historical setting, literary style, and theological framework. 1] These three aspects of introductory material will serve as an important foundation for understanding God's message to us today from this divinely inspired book of the Holy Scriptures. 

1] Someone may associate these three categories with Hermann Gunkel's well-known three-fold approach to form criticism when categorizing the genre found within the book of Psalm: (1) "a common setting in life," (2) "thoughts and mood," (3) "literary forms." In addition, the Word Biblical Commentary uses "Form/Structure/Setting" preceding each commentary section. Although such similarities were not intentional, but rather coincidental, the author was aware of them and found encouragement from them when assigning the three-fold scheme of historical setting, literary style, and theological framework to his introductory material. See Hermann Gunkel, The Psalm: A Form-Critical Introduction, trans. Thomas M. Horner, in Biblical Series, vol 19, ed. John Reumann (Philadelphia, Pennsylvania: Fortress Press, 1967), 10; see also Word Biblical Commentary, eds. Bruce M. Metzger, David A. Hubbard, and Glenn W. Barker (Dallas, Texas: Word Incorporated, 1989-2007).

(See "Introduction to the Pastoral Epistles" for a discussion on items I through IX.)

X. Literary Structure
The literary structure of the epistle of 2Timothy must follow the thematic scheme of the book. It is important to note that such a breakdown of this book of the Holy Bible was not necessarily intended by the original author, but it is being used as a means of making the interpretation easier. It is hoped that this summary and outline can identify the underlying themes of the book, as well as the themes of its major divisions, sections, and subsections. Then individual verses can more easily be understood in light of the emphasis of the immediate passages in which they are found.

The structure of 2Timothy is built around the spiritual journey that every servant of God must embark upon and complete in order to receive a crown of righteousness in eternal glory.

I. Salutation ( 2 Timothy 1:1-2) - 2 Timothy 1:1-2 is called the salutation and is found in all thirteen of Paul's New Testament epistles and is used to open his letters. Paul wrote his salutations as a signature of authenticity ( 2 Thessalonians 3:17) just like we place our signature today at the end of a document. He may have personally handwritten entire epistles as indicated in Galatians 6:11 and Philemon 1:19. However, there are indications in six of his epistles that Paul used an amanuensis to write most of his letters (see Romans 16:22, 1 Corinthians 16:21, Galatians 6:11, Colossians 4:18, 2 Thessalonians 3:17, Philemon 1:19).

Romans 16:22, "I Tertius, who wrote this epistle, salute you in the Lord."

1 Corinthians 16:21, "The salutation of me Paul with mine own hand."

Galatians 6:11, "Ye see how large a letter I have written unto you with mine own hand."

Colossians 4:18, "The salutation by the hand of me Paul. Remember my bonds. Grace be with you. Amen."

2 Thessalonians 3:17, "The salutation of Paul with mine own hand, which is the token in every epistle: so I write."

Philemon 1:19, "I Paul have written it with mine own hand, I will repay it: albeit I do not say to thee how thou owest unto me even thine own self besides."

In 2 Timothy 1:1-2 Paul the apostle gives Timothy a warm and tender greeting that briefly reflects upon his own divine calling and future hope for being faithful to this calling.

II. Paul Explains Timothy's Spiritual Journey to Those in Divine Service ( 2 Timothy 1:3 to 2 Timothy 4:8) - After giving Timothy a warm greeting ( 2 Timothy 1:1-2) Paul immediately begins to exhort Timothy to fulfill his divine calling while using himself as an example of a faithful minister of Christ Jesus. He does this by basing his exhortation and charges upon the spiritual journey that every minister of God must complete. This spiritual journey begins with the foreknowledge of God the Father, justification through Jesus Christ the Song of Solomon , and the sanctification of the Holy Spirit that will one day bring us into glory in Heaven. Timothy's spiritual journey began before his birth with the foreknowledge of God the Father, who called him, saved him and imparted into him spiritual gives that must be stirred up ( 2 Timothy 1:3-18). Paul then exhorts him to be strong in the Lord in order to deliver sound doctrines to faithful men ( 2 Timothy 2:1-14). Paul next reflects upon Timothy's divine calling from the perspective of being a faithful servant of Christ Jesus ( 2 Timothy 2:15-26). Paul then reflects upon the part of the journey called perseverance, in which Timothy is exhorted to continue in what he has been taught ( 2 Timothy 3:1-17). Finally, Paul focuses upon the future glorification that awaits every faithful minister when they enter into Heaven. Based upon this future hope Timothy is exhorted to preach the Word in all seasons ( 2 Timothy 4:1-8). 

Thus, Paul begins this charge to Timothy by having him look back on the faithfulness of his mother and grandmother in training him up in the Holy Scriptures. Paul will conclude by having him look towards eternity as he describes the crown of righteousness for those who are faithful. Thus, Paul draws a broader picture of Timothy's life in which his temporal earth-life is but a moment.

A. Justification by Faith in Christ Jesus through Divine Foreknowledge ( 2 Timothy 1:3-18) - Paul first reflects upon Timothy's salvation through faith in Christ Jesus based upon the foreknowledge of God the Father ( 2 Timothy 1:3-5). He tells him of how his own salvation is a fulfillment of God's divine plan since the time of their forefathers, the patriarchs of Israel ( 2 Timothy 1:3) and reminds Timothy of his spiritual heritage in his ancestry ( 2 Timothy 1:4-5). Just as Paul's forefathers passed down the knowledge of God's salvation to him, Timothy's mother and grandmother passed this same knowledge down to him. Timothy is exhorted to stir up the gift of God within him ( 2 Timothy 1:6-7). Paul then uses himself as an example of one saved and called according to the Father's divine purpose and grace before the world began, but made manifest through Christ Jesus ( 2 Timothy 1:8-12). He then exhorts Timothy to hold fast to this salvation by the indwelling power of the Holy Spirit ( 2 Timothy 1:13-14). Paul then warns Timothy by giving him examples of some who have been unfaithful to God's offer of salvation as well as examples of loyalty ( 2 Timothy 1:15-18). Timothy is to respond to this exhortation and example by stirring up the gift of God that is within him ( 2 Timothy 1:6). Thus, we see the underlying theme of serving God faithfully in a divine calling reflected in this opening passage of Scripture.

1. Paul's Thanksgiving to God: Paul's Charge to Timothy ( 2 Timothy 1:3-5) - The theme of 2Timothy is the Paul's charge for young Timothy to deliver the uncompromised Word of God to faithful men who will in turn deliver it to others. In 2 Timothy 1:3-5 Paul gives us the basis for such an appeal. He gives Timothy the example in 2 Timothy 1:3 of how faithfully the Jewish forefathers watched over the Word of God for generations in order to hand it down to their generations without alterations. Paul then reminds him of how the same Word of God was handed down to him through the faithfulness of his grandmother and mother. He later reminds Timothy of his godly heritage in 2 Timothy 3:15.

2 Timothy 3:15, "And that from a child thou hast known the holy scriptures, which are able to make thee wise unto salvation through faith which is in Christ Jesus."

2. Paul Exhorts Timothy to Stir Up His Gifts ( 2 Timothy 1:6-7) - In 2 Timothy 1:6-7 Paul exhorts Timothy to stir up the gifts of the Holy Spirit within him so that he can fulfill his office and ministry.

3. Paul's Example of Justification through the Father's Foreknowledge ( 2 Timothy 1:8-12) - In 2 Timothy 1:8-12 Paul portrays himself to Timothy in this epistle as a living example of one saved by God the Father's divine foreknowledge and called as a preacher, apostle, and teacher, as one who is willing to stand strong as a witness of the Lord Jesus Christ during the greatest trial in his life, one that will end in his death. He will refer to suffering and hardship three times in this second Epistle ( 2 Timothy 1:8; 2 Timothy 2:3; 2 Timothy 4:5).

2 Timothy 2:3, "Thou therefore endure hardness, as a good soldier of Jesus Christ."

2 Timothy 4:5, "But watch thou in all things, endure afflictions, do the work of an evangelist, make full proof of thy ministry."

4. Paul Exhorts Timothy to be Faithful to God's Word ( 2 Timothy 1:13-14) - In 2 Timothy 1:13-14 Paul exhorts Timothy to hold fast to this salvation by the indwelling power of the Holy Spirit.

5. Paul Gives Timothy Living Examples of Faithfulness and Loyalty ( 2 Timothy 1:15-18) - In 2 Timothy 1:15-18 Paul warns Timothy by giving him examples of some who have been unfaithful to God's offer of salvation as well as examples of loyalty. In 2 Timothy 1:15-18 Paul describes a falling away of several in Asia who once followed the faith. This falling away may be a reference to the Neronian persecutions that arose during this later period of Paul's ministry, which resulted in his martyrdom (approximately A.D 64). One indication of this first major persecution of the Church is hinted at in 2 Timothy 1:17 when Paul says that Onesiphorus was not ashamed of his bonds in Rome, which implies that those in Asia may now be ashamed, and turning away from their association with Paul in order to save their own lives.

B. Sanctification by Holy Spirit: Indoctrination ( 2 Timothy 2:1-14) - Paul then approaches Timothy's calling based upon his calling to deliver sound doctrine to others. Paul exhorts him to be strong in the Lord in order to deliver sound doctrines to faithful men. It is through Christ that Timothy has received the grace to become a servant of Christ and hand down sound doctrine to other faithful men ( 2 Timothy 2:1-2). Paul explains that he must lay aside the cares of this life ( 2 Timothy 2:3-4), strive for masteries of his profession ( 2 Timothy 2:5) in order to obtain his eternal reward ( 2 Timothy 2:6). Paul uses himself as an example of one who is faithfully preaching sound doctrine ( 2 Timothy 2:8-9). It is in his faithfulness that many others will obtain their salvation in Heaven ( 2 Timothy 2:10-13). Timothy is to respond to this exhortation and example by being strong in Christ Jesus ( 2 Timothy 2:1).

1. Paul's Charge to Timothy ( 2 Timothy 2:1-7) - In 2 Timothy 2:1-7 Paul charges Timothy to trust in God's grace as he endeavors to deliver the teaching of justification to faithful men.

2. Paul's Example of a Preacher of the Gospel ( 2 Timothy 2:8-14) - After charging Timothy to be strong in the grace of God as he teaches God's Word and lays aside the cares of this world, Paul gives himself as an example of a servant who had done the same.

C. Sanctification of the Holy Spirit: Divine Service (Be a Vessel of Honour) ( 2 Timothy 2:15-26) - In 2 Timothy 2:15-26 Paul reflects upon Timothy's divine calling from the perspective of his preparation for service, which requires a daily process of sanctification by the Holy Spirit. Timothy is to allow to work sanctification in himself as a vessel of God. He is to avoid vain words which corrupt men's souls ( 2 Timothy 2:15-18). Paul uses the examples of a placard on the foundation of a building and the articles contained in a house to help Timothy understand that he is to purge himself as a vessel of God ( 2 Timothy 2:19-22). His is to avoid striving with men as he offers them the Word of God ( 2 Timothy 2:23-26). Timothy is to respond to this exhortation and example by being a vessel of honor ( 2 Timothy 2:21).

D. Sanctification of the Holy Spirit: Perseverance: Continue in what He has Learned ( 2 Timothy 3:1-17) - Paul next reflects upon Timothy's divine calling from the perspective of the need to perseverance, which is a daily process of sanctification by the Holy Spirit. There will be much opposition as evil abounds and some resist the truth of God's Word ( 2 Timothy 3:1-9). Paul gives himself as one who has also had to persevere against such evil men ( 2 Timothy 3:10-12). He then exhorts Timothy persevere in ministering the Word of God to others ( 2 Timothy 3:13-17). Timothy is to respond to this exhortation and example by continuing in what he has learned ( 2 Timothy 3:14).

1. The Character of Men in the Last Days ( 2 Timothy 3:1-9) - The vices listed in 2 Timothy 3:1-5 are clearly given by Paul as examples of those who have been taken captive by Satan's will ( 2 Timothy 2:26). Because they have resisted the truth and embraced a lie, such people will be given over to a reprobate mind as described in Romans 1:16-31 and exhibit these vices. Another way to say it is that they have waxed worse and worse ( 2 Timothy 3:13).

2 Timothy 3:13, "But evil men and seducers shall wax worse and worse, deceiving, and being deceived."

In 2 Timothy 3:8 Paul gives the example of Jannes and Jambres who withstood Moses as he proclaimed the truth. Although such people seek after knowledge, they are never able to find the truth ( 2 Timothy 3:6-7). Instead, they walk deeper and deeper into darkness and sin. The seeds of righteousness that are sown on the earth will grow and increase until the Kingdom of God covers the earth. The seeds of wickedness have also been sown, and the times will grow more difficult because these seeds of unrighteousness will also bear tremendous fruit, and wickedness will abound more and more, leading the world into the Great Tribulation Period. This seven-year period of judgment will come upon the world because God in Heaven will no longer allow mankind to continue in such depths of sin.

2. Paul's Example of Perseverance Amidst Hardships ( 2 Timothy 3:10-12) - In 2 Timothy 3:10-12 Paul gives himself as an example of a faithful servant of God who has endured hardships.

3. Paul Exhorts Timothy to Follow His Example of Perseverance ( 2 Timothy 3:13-17) - In 2 Timothy 3:13-17 Paul exhorts Timothy to follow his own example and persevere in his ministry.

E. Glorification: Preach the Word ( 2 Timothy 4:1-8) - Paul next reflects upon Timothy's divine calling from the perspective of his hope of glorification in Heaven. Paul now bases he charge to fulfill his ministry upon the fact that Timothy will be judged one day at the throne of God for how well he fulfilled his ministry ( 2 Timothy 4:1-5). Paul again uses himself as an example of a servant who has been faithful and can look forward to receiving a crown of righteousness ( 2 Timothy 4:6-8). Timothy is to respond to this exhortation and example by preaching the Word of God, in season and out of season ( 2 Timothy 4:1).

1. Paul Charges Timothy in Light of Eternal Judgment ( 2 Timothy 4:1-5) - In 2 Timothy 4:1-5 Paul charges Timothy to deliver God's Word to men in life of eternal judgment.

2. Paul's Example of Hope in Glorification: Paul Declares the Fulfillment of His Office and Ministry ( 2 Timothy 4:6-8) - In 2 Timothy 4:6-8 Paul declares the fulfillment of his office and ministry as an apostle to the Gentiles, and as a teacher and preacher of the Gospel of Jesus Christ ( 1 Timothy 2:7, 2 Timothy 1:11). Paul is giving himself as an example of a minister of the Gospel who has fulfilled his ministry as a word of encouragement to undergird his charge in the previous verses to Timothy to fulfill his ministry ( 2 Timothy 4:1-5). In 2 Timothy 4:7 Paul summarizes his perseverance, and in 2 Timothy 4:8 he summarizes his impending glorification.

1 Timothy 2:7, "Whereunto I am ordained a preacher, and an apostle, (I speak the truth in Christ, and lie not;) a teacher of the Gentiles in faith and verity."

2 Timothy 1:11, "Whereunto I am appointed a preacher, and an apostle, and a teacher of the Gentiles."

III. Conclusion ( 2 Timothy 4:9-22) - We find the conclusion to 2Timothy in the final passage of this Epistle. In 2 Timothy 4:9-22 Paul gives Timothy some final instructions on making preparations to come to him as quickly as possible. These instructions are mixed with the final greetings that are typical of the Pauline epistles.

XI. Outline of Book
The following outline is a summary of the preceding literary structure; thus, it reflects the theological framework of the epistle of 2Timothy: its purpose, its three-fold thematic scheme, and its literary structure. As a result, this outline offers sermon sections that fit together into a single message that can be used by preachers and teachers to guide a congregation or class through the epistle of 2Timothy. This journey through 2Timothy will lead believers into one aspect of conformity to the image of Christ Jesus that was intended by the Lord, which in this book of the Holy Scriptures is to prepare Christians as God's servants to fulfill the office of an evangelist. 

I. Salutation— 2 Timothy 1:1-2
II. The Spiritual Journey of Those in Divine Service— 2 Timothy 1:3 to 2 Timothy 4:8
A. Justification by Faith thru Divine Foreknowledge— 2 Timothy 1:3-18
1. Paul's Thanksgiving to God for Timothy's Faith — 2 Timothy 1:3-5
2. Paul Exhorts Timothy to Stir Up His Gifts — 2 Timothy 1:6-7
3. Paul's Example of Justification— 2 Timothy 1:8-12
4. Paul Exhorts Timothy to be Faithful to God's Word — 2 Timothy 1:13-14
5. Paul Gives Timothy Living Examples of Faithfulness— 2 Timothy 1:15-18
B. Sanctification by Holy Spirit: Indoctrination— 2 Timothy 2:1-14
1. Paul's Charge to Timothy— 2 Timothy 2:1-7
2. Paul's Example of a Preacher of the Gospel— 2 Timothy 2:8-14 

C. Sanctification by Holy Spirit: Divine Service— 2 Timothy 2:15-26
D. Sanctification by Holy Spirit: Perseverance— 2 Timothy 3:1-17
1. The Character of Men in the Last Days— 2 Timothy 3:1-9
2. Paul's Example of Perseverance Amidst Hardships — 2 Timothy 3:10-12
3. Paul Exhorts Timothy to Follow His Example— 2 Timothy 3:13-17
E. Glorification— 2 Timothy 4:1-8
1. Paul Charges Timothy in Light of Eternal Judgment— 2 Timothy 4:1-5
2. Paul's Example of Hope in Glorification— 2 Timothy 4:6-8
III. Closing Remarks— 2 Timothy 4:9-22
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01 Chapter 1 

Verse 1-2 

The Salutation - 2 Timothy 1:1-2 is called the salutation and is found in all thirteen of Paul's New Testament epistles and is used to open his letters. Paul wrote his salutations as a signature of authenticity ( 2 Thessalonians 3:17) just like we place our signature today at the end of a document. He may have personally handwritten entire epistles as indicated in Galatians 6:11 and Philemon 1:19. However, there are indications in six of his epistles that Paul used an amanuensis to write most of his letters (see Romans 16:22, 1 Corinthians 16:21, Galatians 6:11, Colossians 4:18, 2 Thessalonians 3:17, Philemon 1:19).

Romans 16:22, "I Tertius, who wrote this epistle, salute you in the Lord."

1 Corinthians 16:21, "The salutation of me Paul with mine own hand."

Galatians 6:11, "Ye see how large a letter I have written unto you with mine own hand."

Colossians 4:18, "The salutation by the hand of me Paul. Remember my bonds. Grace be with you. Amen."

2 Thessalonians 3:17, "The salutation of Paul with mine own hand, which is the token in every epistle: so I write."

Philemon 1:19, "I Paul have written it with mine own hand, I will repay it: albeit I do not say to thee how thou owest unto me even thine own self besides."

In 2 Timothy 1:1-2 Paul the apostle gives Timothy a warm and tender greeting that briefly reflects upon his own divine calling and future hope for being faithful to this calling.

2 Timothy 1:1 Paul, an apostle of Jesus Christ by the will of God, according to the promise of life which is in Christ Jesus,
2 Timothy 1:1 — "Paul, an apostle of Jesus Christ" - Comments- To those churches and individuals in which Paul displayed his apostleship over them in order to give correction and doctrine, he introduces himself as "an apostle of Jesus Christ" ( Romans 1:1, 1 Corinthians 1:1, 2 Corinthians 1:1, Galatians 1:1, Ephesians 1:1, Colossians 1:1, 1 Timothy 1:1, 2 Timothy 1:1 and Titus 1:1). To the Philippians Paul describes himself as a "servant". This is because within the context of this epistle Paul will give examples of himself ( 2 Timothy 1:12-18), of Jesus Christ ( 2 Timothy 2:1-11), of Timothy ( 2 Timothy 2:19-24) and of Epaphroditus ( 2 Timothy 2:25-26) as servants who laid aside their own wills and in order that to fulfill the will of those in authority over them. For this is the message and theme of Paul's epistle to the Philippians. To Philemon Paul declares himself as a "prisoner of Jesus Christ," because his message to Philemon was about a slave, or prisoner, who was serving Philemon. In his two letters to the church of Thessalonica Paul defers the use of a title in order to equate himself as co-workers with Silas and Timothy. He will refer to his apostleship in 1 Thessalonians 2:6, but he will be mindful to use it in the plural form as a co-worker with Silas and Timothy. This is because he emphasizes their need to labour together until Jesus returns.

2 Timothy 1:1 — "according to the promise of life which is in Christ Jesus" - Comments- That Isaiah , in this Epistle Paul is looking at his divine calling from the view of its fulfillment of eternal life in Heaven. Paul the elder is about to be martyred; thus, the promise of eternal life in Christ Jesus was more on his mind at this time than in any other period in his life. This theme is woven throughout the epistle. Paul opens this epistle with a reference to the Gospel of Jesus Christ as the Gospel of Life. Paul will refer to his message as the Gospel of eternal life again in 2 Timothy 1:10.

2 Timothy 1:10, "But is now made manifest by the appearing of our Saviour Jesus Christ, who hath abolished death, and hath brought life and immortality to light through the gospel:"

Paul has been preaching the revelation of the Gospel of Jesus Christ since his conversion over thirty years ago. He has proclaimed it as the Gospel of Salvation to the church at Rome ( Romans 1:16). To the Corinthians it was the Gospel of the power and wisdom of God ( 1 Corinthians 1:25). For the Galatian churches it was proclaimed as the Gospel of Liberty ( Galatians 5:1). It was a Gospel that revealed the mystery hidden from the ages to the Ephesian church ( Ephesians 6:19). Paul told the Philippians that it was the Gospel of partnership and divine provision ( Philippians 1:5; Philippians 4:15-19). 

When Paul looks at the Gospel of Jesus Christ through the eyes of one who is about to face physical death, it becomes a Gospel of Eternal Life in Christ Jesus. For he knows and is fully persuaded ( 2 Timothy 1:12) that this same Gospel that saved him (Romans) and set him free from this world's corruption (Galatians) and that wrought both wisdom and miracles (1,2Corinthians) and that showed him God's will and plan for his life and for the Church as the hidden mystery revealed (Ephesians) and that provided for him throughout his entire ministry (Philippians) is the same Gospel that will usher him into the presence of God. 

2 Timothy 1:2 To Timothy, my dearly beloved son: Grace, mercy, and peace, from God the Father and Christ Jesus our Lord.
2 Timothy 1:2 — "To Timothy, my dearly beloved son" - Comments- Any pastor knows the loyalty of a "son in the faith" ( 1 Timothy 1:2) referring to a person who was brought into the kingdom of God under his ministry and raised up in that ministry. This bond is stronger than that of a hired associate pastor or church member who has joined the church after their conversion experience. The bond between Paul and Timothy was stronger than that of Paul and Barnabas or Paul and Silas or even Paul and Luke; for Timothy was brought into the kingdom of God directly under Paul or under Paul's ministry. Both had several things in common. Both had Gentile fathers and Jewish mothers. Both traveled together and suffered for the kingdom of God. For these reasons, there was no one that bonded closer to Paul during his life and ministry than did Timothy. 

Paul calls him "my own son in the faith" ( 1 Timothy 1:2), and "my dearly beloved son" ( 1 Corinthians 4:17, 2 Timothy 1:2). Paul also tells the Corinthians that he is "faithful in the Lord" and able to bring them into remembrance of his ways ( 1 Corinthians 4:17); for few people understood Paul as did Timothy, who laboured beside him for years. Paul tells the Philippians a few years later that as a son with a father Timothy had served with Paul in the Gospel ( Philippians 2:22). It was in the closing days of his life that Paul summoned Timothy by his side to share his most intimate needs (2Tim).

1 Corinthians 4:17, "For this cause have I sent unto you Timotheus, who is my beloved Song of Solomon , and faithful in the Lord, who shall bring you into remembrance of my ways which be in Christ, as I teach every where in every church."

Philippians 2:22, "But ye know the proof of him, that, as a son with the father, he hath served with me in the gospel."

Timothy's role as Paul's son in the faith places him under spiritual authority and in subjection to the charges that Paul is about to give him. Thus, Paul addresses him in this manner, so that his charge will be spoken in love to this young minister, but with a tone of seriousness. The phrase "my own son in the faith" ( 1 Timothy 1:2) may also reveal Paul's intent to hand over the reins of his ministry to Timothy upon his death.

2 Timothy 1:2 — "Grace, mercy, and peace, from God the Father and Christ Jesus our Lord" - Comments (The Pauline Greeting) - Scholars discuss the meaning of Paul's epistolary greetings from two different angles, either an historical approach or a theological approach. 

(1) The Historical Approach - The historical approach evaluates the history behind the use of the words "grace" and "peace" in traditional greetings, with this duet of words limited in antiquity to New Testament literature. J. Vernon McGee says the word "grace" in Paul's greetings was a formal greeting used in Greek letters of his day, while the word "peace" was the customary Jewish greeting. 2] More specifically, John Grassmick says the Greek word χαίρειν was a common greeting in classical Greek epistles (note this use in Acts 15:23; Acts 23:26, James 1:1), so that χάρις was a "word play" Paul used in conjunction with the Hebrew greeting "peace." 3] Thus, Paul would be respectfully addressing both Greeks and Jews in the early Church. However, Paul uses these same two words in his epistles to Timothy, Titus and Philemon , which weakens the idea that Paul intended to make such a distinction between two ethnic groups when using "grace" and "peace." Perhaps this greeting became customary for Paul and lost its distinctive elements. 

2] J. Vernon McGee, The Epistle to the Romans , in Thru the Bible With J. Vernon McGee (Nashville: Thomas Nelson Pub, 1998), in Libronix Digital Library System, v 21c [CD-ROM] (Bellingham, WA: Libronix Corp, 2000-2004), comments on Romans 1:1.

3] John D. Grassmick, "Epistolary Genre," in Interpreting the New Testament Text, eds. Darrell L. Bock and Buist M. Fanning (Wheaton, Illinois: Crossway Books, 2006), 232.

(2) The Theological Approach- Another view is proposed by James Denny, who explains the relationship of these two words as a cause and effect. He says that grace is God's unmerited favor upon mankind, and the peace is the result of receiving His grace and forgiveness of sins. 4] In a similar statement, Charles Simeon says the phrase "‘grace and peace' comprehended all the blessings of the Gospel." 5]

4] James Denney, The Epistles to the Thessalonians, in The Expositor's Bible, eds. William R. Nicoll and Oscar L. Joseph (New York: Hodder and Stoughton, n.d.), 15-16.

5] Charles Simeon, 2 Peter , in Horae Homileticae, vol 20: James to Jude (London: Holdsworth and Ball, 1833), 285.

Comments (The Pauline Blessing) - In a similar way that the early apostles were instructed by Jesus to let their peace come upon the home of their host ( Matthew 10:13), so did Paul the apostle open every one of his thirteen New Testament epistles with a blessing of God's peace and grace upon his readers. Matthew 10:13 shows that you can bless a house by speaking God"s peace upon it.

Matthew 10:13, "And if the house be worthy, let your peace come upon it: but if it be not worthy, let your peace return to you."

This practice of speaking blessings upon God's children may have its roots in the Priestly blessing of Numbers 6:22-27, where God instructed Moses to have the priests speak a blessing upon the children of Israel. We see in Ruth 2:4 that this blessing became a part of the Jewish culture when greeting people. Boaz blessed his workers in the field and his reapers replied with a blessing.

Ruth 2:4, "And, behold, Boaz came from Bethlehem, and said unto the reapers, The LORD be with you. And they answered him, The LORD bless thee."

We also see this practiced by the king in 2 Samuel 15:20 where David says, "mercy and truth be with thee".

2 Samuel 15:20, "Whereas thou camest but yesterday, should I this day make thee go up and down with us? seeing I go whither I may, return thou, and take back thy brethren: mercy and truth be with thee."

This word of blessing was a part of the Hebrew and Jewish culture. This provides us the background as to why Paul was speaking a blessing upon Timothy, especially that God would grant him more of His grace and abiding peace that he would have otherwise not known. In faith, we too, can receive this same blessing into our lives. Paul actually pronounces and invokes a blessing of divine grace and peace upon his readers with these words, "Grace, mercy, and peace, from God the Father and Christ Jesus our Lord." I do not believe this blessing is unconditional, but rather conditional. In other words, it is based upon the response of his hearers. The more they obey these divine truths laid forth in this epistle, the more God's grace and peace is multiplied in their lives. We recall how the children of Israel entered the Promised Land, with six tribes standing upon Mount Gerizim to bless the people and six tribes upon Mount Ebal to curse the disobedient ( Deuteronomy 27:11-26). Thus, the blessings and curses of Deuteronomy 28:1-68 were placed upon the land. All who obeyed the Law received these blessings, and all who disobeyed received this list of curses. In the same way Paul invokes a blessing into the body of Christ for all who will hearken unto the divine truths of this epistle. We see this obligation of the recipients in the translation by Beck of 2 Peter 1:2, "As you know God and our Lord Jesus, may you enjoy more and more of His love and peace."



Verses 3-5 

Paul's Thanksgiving to God for Timothy's Faith- The theme of 2Timothy is the Paul's charge for young Timothy to deliver the uncompromised Word of God to faithful men who will in turn deliver it to others. In 2 Timothy 1:3-5 Paul gives us the basis for such an appeal. He gives Timothy the example in 2 Timothy 1:3 of how faithfully the Jewish forefathers watched over the Word of God for generations in order to hand it down to their generations without alterations. Paul then reminds him of how the same Word of God was handed down to him through the faithfulness of his grandmother and mother. He later reminds Timothy of his godly heritage in 2 Timothy 3:15.

2 Timothy 3:15, "And that from a child thou hast known the holy scriptures, which are able to make thee wise unto salvation through faith which is in Christ Jesus."

The Jews as Custodians of God's Word for Generations- Regarding Paul's reference to how the Word of God was faithfully handed down through the generations by faithful men, we must look back on the ancient Jewish tradition of handing down their Sacred Scriptures; for in our modern civilization we have lost the history of how detailed the Jews were in copying and handling the Word of God. E. W. Bullinger tells us the Jewish tradition how that after the Babylonian captivity, Ezra and Nehemiah began the task of setting the Old Testament Scriptures in order. We see this in Ezra 7:6; Ezra 7:11 and Nehemiah 8:8. They created an order of scribes called the Sopherim (from the Hebrew word "saphar," which means, "to count or number"). Their task was to set the original text in order. This means, that they counted each line, each word and each letter of the books of the Old Testament. They devised the way each page of Scripture was to have a certain column of text with the known amount of words and letters on each particular page. These pages could then be copied without error using this counting system because each page would always look the same. This meant that each letter was locked into same place on its designated page in the Scriptures and could never be moved. Only the order of the Sopherim had the authority to revise the original text or to move text to a new place. Jewish tradition tells us that the men of "the Great Synagogue" as they were known, took about one hundred years to complete this work, from the time of Nehemiah to Simon the first (410-300 B.C.). 

After the text was set, the order of the Massorites was established. This title comes from the Hebrew word "masar," which means, "to deliver something into the hand of another, so as to commit it to his trust." They became the custodians of the Sacred Scriptures. Their job was to preserve the Scriptures so that no changes took place. A look at an ancient Hebrew manuscript reveals how this was done. In the upper and lower margins of these ancient manuscripts and between and along the outside of the columns of Sacred Text, you can see small writings by these Massorites that contain a counting system for the text. These side notes are not commentaries, but rather information about the text on that particular page, such as the number of times the several letters occur in the various books of the Bible; the number of words, and the middle word; the number of verses, and the middle verse; the number of expressions and combinations of words, etc. It even listed the one hundred thirty-four (134) passages in which the Hebrew word "Adonai" was substituted for the original "YHWH." This is the context within the statement of Jesus Christ when He said that one jot or one tittle shall in no wise pass from the law, till all be fulfilled. 

When the Hebrew Bible came into print in the fifteenth century, only the Sacred Text was printed and all of the marginal notes were disregarded. This is why we are not familiar with this ancient Hebrew tradition today. 6]

6] E. W. Bullinger, Appendix 30: Massrah, in The Companion Bible Being The Authorized Version of 1611With The Structures And Notes, Critical, Explanatory and Suggestive And With 198 Appendixes (London: Oxford University Press, c 1909-22), 31.

Paul's Bond to Timothy - 2 Timothy 1:3-5 serves as an introductory thanksgiving to Paul's second epistle to Timothy. No other passage in the Holy Scriptures so clearly depicts the close bond of love held between Paul the apostle and young Timothy. He considered him as his very own son. Timothy's conversion was most likely a result of Paul's missionary journeys. The fact that Paul calls him "my beloved son" ( 1 Corinthians 4:17), "my own son in the faith" ( 1 Timothy 1:2) and "my dearly beloved son" ( 2 Timothy 1:2) indicates that he was one of Paul's own converts.

1 Corinthians 4:17, "For this cause have I sent unto you Timotheus, who is my beloved son, and faithful in the Lord, who shall bring you into remembrance of my ways which be in Christ, as I teach every where in every church."

1 Timothy 1:2, "Unto Timothy, my own son in the faith: Grace, mercy, and peace, from God our Father and Jesus Christ our Lord."

2 Timothy 1:2, "To Timothy, my dearly beloved son: Grace, mercy, and peace, from God the Father and Christ Jesus our Lord."

What is it that made Timothy special above all other converts in the eyes of Paul the apostle? One factor may lie in the common background that each of them held. Both of them grew up in the same region of Asia Minor. Paul was from Tarsus and Timothy was from Derbe or Lystra.

In addition, it is possible that Paul as well as Timothy was born of a Greek father and a Jewish mother. This could explain how Paul gained his Roman citizen.

Acts 22:3, "I am verily a man which am a Jew, born in Tarsus, a city in Cilicia, yet brought up in this city at the feet of Gamaliel, and taught according to the perfect manner of the law of the fathers, and was zealous toward God, as ye all are this day."

Acts 16:1, "Then came he to Derbe and Lystra: and, behold, a certain disciple was there, named Timotheus, the son of a certain woman, which was a Jewess, and believed; but his father was a Greek:"

Paul the apostle was both a Roman citizen through his father and a Jew by his mother. He was born in Tarsus, the chief city of Cilicia, where Greek culture predominated. In this city was a great university, which Strabo, writing about A.D 19, tells us was a school known for its enthusiasm for learning, especially in the area of philosophy. Strabo placed this university ahead of those at Athens and Alexandria in its zeal for learning (Geography 14513). 7]

7] Strabo writes, "The inhabitants of this city apply to the study of philosophy and to the whole encyclical compass of learning with so much ardour, that they surpass Athens, Alexandreia, and every other place which can be named where there are schools and lectures of philosophers." See The Geography of Strabo, vol 3, trans. H. C. Hamilton and W. Falconer (London: George Bell and Sons, 1889), 57.

Paul's claim to be a Roman citizen from Tarsus tells us that his family was one of wealth and standing. The fact that he was born in Tarsus, but brought up in the city of Jerusalem ( Acts 22:3) implies that he did not reach university level before leaving Tarsus, although his early education took place in this Greco-Roman environment. Thus, he was strongly influenced by its teachings, and very familiar with the Greek's deep dependence upon human reason. In his quest for education, he found himself seeking a meaning in life that went beyond his reasoning. Because of his Jewish heritage, he was later trained in the strictest of sect of the Jews, that of a Pharisee, and in this training, he sat under the most well-known Hebrew teacher of his day, a man called Gamaliel ( Acts 22:3).

Acts 22:3, "I am verily a man which am a Jew, born in Tarsus, a city in Cilicia, yet brought up in this city at the feet of Gamaliel, and taught according to the perfect manner of the law of the fathers, and was zealous toward God, as ye all are this day."

It is from this upbringing that we see why Paul was a man of zeal and great achievement; for he was raised in an atmosphere of physical and mental achievement. However, in these two educational environments, he was yet to find a purpose in life. Yes, he came closer to find purpose at the feet of Gamaliel than at the University of Tarsus; but it did not answer the most important question in life, "What is the meaning of life, and why am I here?"

Thus, we see how the elder Paul found Timothy, a young man just like himself, struggling with the same issues early in life that Paul himself had struggled with. Who was better able to understand and relate to Timothy than Paul the apostle? Thus, the strong bond of affection arose between the two. It was this background of mixed cultures that God used when He called Paul as an apostle to the Gentiles.

2 Timothy 1:3 I thank God, whom I serve from my forefathers with pure conscience, that without ceasing I have remembrance of thee in my prayers night and day;
2 Timothy 1:3 — "I thank God" - Word Study on "I thank God" - The Greek construction ( χάριν ἔχω τῷ χριστῷ ἰησοῦ) or ( χάρις τῷ θεῷ) 8] or some variation of this phrase is found no less than thirteen times in the Greek New Testament ( Luke 17:9, Romans 6:17; Romans 7:25, 1 Corinthians 10:30; 1 Corinthians 15:57, 2 Corinthians 2:14; 2 Corinthians 8:16; 2 Corinthians 9:15, Colossians 3:16, 1 Timothy 1:12, 2 Timothy 1:3, Philemon 1:7 [t.r.], Hebrews 12:28). It is properly translated in a variety of ways; "I am grateful to God," or "I thank God," "Let's give thanks," or "with thanks to the Lord."

8] Kurt Aland, Matthew Black, Carlo M. Martini, Bruce M. Metzger, M. Robinson, and Allen Wikgren, The Greek New Testament, Fourth Revised Edition (with Morphology) (Deutsche Bibelgesellschaft, 1993, 2006), in Libronix Digital Library System, v 21c [CD-ROM] (Bellingham, WA: Libronix Corp, 2000-2004), 2 Timothy 1:3.

2 Timothy 1:3 — "whom I serve from my forefathers" - Comments- We may paraphrase this to say, "whom I serve as my ancestors served," or, "whom I serve as men of God who preceded us have served." Thus, Paul is reflecting upon the spiritual heritage of his people the Jews. We see a similar phrase used in Hebrews 1:1, "unto the fathers," reflecting Israel's spiritual heritage, and which epistle was probably authored by Paul also.

Hebrews 1:1, ‘God, who at sundry times and in divers manners spake in time past unto the fathers by the prophets,"

Paul will then remind Timothy of his own spiritual heritage in 1 Timothy 1:5, of how his sincere faith was handed down from his grandmother, to his mother, and then to himself. In the epistle of 2Timothy Paul will exhort Timothy to fulfill his calling as an evangelist ( 2 Timothy 4:5). Song of Solomon , Paul opens this Epistle with a testimony that he has faithfully served in his calling. We can note how Paul will charge Timothy in 2 Timothy 2:2 by saying, "And the things that thou hast heard of me among many witnesses, the same commit thou to faithful men, who shall be able to teach others also." Thus, we see a theme emerging that runs throughout 2Timothy, which is the principle of handing down sound doctrine to other faithful men.

2 Timothy 1:3 — "with pure conscience" - Comments- The voice of our hearts, or spirits, is our conscience. Paul was a man that walked with a pure conscience. Note: 

Acts 23:1,"And Paul, earnestly beholding the council, said, Men and brethren, I have lived in all good conscience before God until this day."

Acts 24:16, "And herein do I exercise myself, to have always a conscience void of offence toward God, and toward men."

Thus, Paul reveals in Acts 24:16 that he learned how to follow his conscience rather than the voice of his mind, which is human reason, or the voice of his physical body, which are our senses, or our feelings. Paul tells us in this verse that he exercised himself, or trained himself, to follow his conscience, which is the same as being led by the Spirit. For the Holy Spirit speaks to us and guides us through our spirits.

2 Timothy 1:3 — "that" - Comments- BDAG tells us that the Greek relative pronoun ὡς has at least four distinct uses. (1) It can be used as a comparative particle, showing how something proceeds, and is translated "like, as." (2) It can be used "as a conjunction denoting comparison," and is translated " Song of Solomon , in such a way." (3) It can be used to introduce "the characteristic quality of a person or thing," and is translated "as one who, because." (4) It can be use as a "temporal conjunction," and is translated, "while, when, as long as." In 2 Timothy 1:3 the context may support the temporal idea, and read, "whom I serve from my forefathers with pure conscience, while (during this time) without ceasing I have remembrance of thee in my prayers night and day." That Isaiah , Paul is a many of prayer while serving the Lord. It can also support the special use of a consecutive conjunction, and read, "whom I serve from my forefathers with pure conscience, with the result that without ceasing I have remembrance of thee in my prayers night and day." That Isaiah , Paul's life of serving the Lord with a pure conscience results in him being a man of unceasing prayer since the Holy Spirit is able to quicken to his heart on a regular basis certain people and things to pray about.

2 Timothy 1:3 — "without ceasing I have remembrance of thee in my prayers night and day" - Comments- Paul was a man of prayer, a prayer warrior. He learned how to keep his mind on the Lord during the day and pray whenever a person or a need was brought to his remembrance. There is also an aspect of the work of the Spirit reveals in 2 Timothy 1:3; for it is the Holy Spirit who brings certain people and needs to Paul's remembrance for prayer. Dutch Sheet refers to this aspect of intercessory prayer brought on by the Holy Spirit. 9] Thus, one primary way that Paul serves the Lord is by discipling Timothy to carry on Paul's work after he has departed, in much the same way a father raises his son to become a faithful heir. Note that Paul has opened this epistle by calling Timothy "a beloved child." Paul is going to hand over some or all of his ministry to Timothy at his departure, as a father hands over his assets to his son. Paul's unceasing prayers for Timothy are a part of this process of discipleship and preparation for managing this inheritance. 

9] Dutch Sheets, Intercessory Prayer (Ventura, California: Regal Books, 1996), 118-119.

2 Timothy 1:4 Greatly desiring to see thee, being mindful of thy tears, that I may be filled with joy;
2 Timothy 1:4 — "Greatly desiring to see thee" - Comments- Paul's desire to see Timothy in 2 Timothy 1:4 moved him later to request that he make all effort to come see him in the closing passage of this epistle.

2 Timothy 4:9, "Do thy diligence to come shortly unto me:"

2 Timothy 1:4 — "that I may be filled with joy" - Illustration - My sister-in-law immigrated to the U.S. from the Philippines, leaving her two sons behind. She expressed the emptiness she feels in her heart in longing for them. Although she is a person who is generally happy and easy to get along with, her joy is not complete until she is reunited with her two sons. Likewise, Paul was a man who knew the joy of serving the Lord; yet, a part of him felt empty in Timothy's absence.

2 Timothy 1:5 When I call to remembrance the unfeigned faith that is in thee, which dwelt first in thy grandmother Lois, and thy mother Eunice; and I am persuaded that in thee also.
2 Timothy 1:5 — "the unfeigned faith" - Comments- The word "unfeigned" ( ἀνυπόκριτος) (G 505) literally reads, "unhypocritical." It means, "a sincere faith" (Strong). One of the greatest challenges that I have faced in the mission field is the need to discern a person's true motives. Local people often seek to befriend missionaries for the wrong motive. Therefore, they pretend to be a committed Christian as a way of approaching those whom they seek to take advantage of. The word "hypocrite" accurately describes this type of conduct.

In contrast, Paul describes Timothy's faith as "unhypocritical," as genuine, coming from a sincere heart because Timothy did not embrace Paul for ulterior motives.

2 Timothy 1:5 — Comments- Perhaps Paul met Timothy's mother and grandmother in early his missionary trip through Derbe and Lystra.

Acts 16:1, "Then came he to Derbe and Lystra: and, behold, a certain disciple was there, named Timotheus, the son of a certain woman, which was a Jewess, and believed; but his father was a Greek:"



Verses 3-8 

Paul Explains Timothy's Spiritual Journey to Those in Divine Service- After giving Timothy a warm greeting ( 2 Timothy 1:1-2) Paul immediately begins to exhort Timothy to fulfill his divine calling while using himself as an example of a faithful minister of Christ Jesus. He does this by basing his exhortation and charges upon the spiritual journey that every minister of God must complete. This spiritual journey begins with the foreknowledge of God the Father, justification through Jesus Christ the Song of Solomon , and the sanctification of the Holy Spirit that will one day bring us into glory in Heaven. Timothy's spiritual journey began before his birth with the foreknowledge of God the Father, who called him, saved him and imparted into him spiritual gives that must be stirred up ( 2 Timothy 1:3-18). Paul then exhorts him to be strong in the Lord in order to deliver sound doctrines to faithful men ( 2 Timothy 2:1-14). Paul next reflects upon Timothy's divine calling from the perspective of being a faithful servant of Christ Jesus ( 2 Timothy 2:15-26). Paul then reflects upon the part of the journey called perseverance, in which Timothy is exhorted to continue in what he has been taught ( 2 Timothy 3:1-17). Finally, Paul focuses upon the future glorification that awaits every faithful minister when they enter into Heaven. Based upon this future hope Timothy is exhorted to preach the Word in all seasons ( 2 Timothy 4:1-8). 

Thus, Paul begins this charge to Timothy by having him look back on the faithfulness of his mother and grandmother in training him up in the Holy Scriptures. Paul will conclude by having him look towards eternity as he describes the crown of righteousness for those who are faithful. Thus, Paul draws a broader picture of Timothy's life in which his temporal earth-life is but a moment.

Outline- Note the proposed outline:

1. Justification by Faith thru Divine Foreknowledge — 2 Timothy 1:3-18
2. Sanctification by Holy Spirit: Indoctrination — 2 Timothy 2:1-14
3. Sanctification by Holy Spirit: Divine Service — 2 Timothy 2:15-26
4. Sanctification by Holy Spirit: Perseverance — 2 Timothy 3:1-17
5. Glorification — 2 Timothy 4:1-8
Analogies of a Minister of Christ- Note the illustrations used by Paul to Timothy in this passage of Scripture: the soldier ( 2 Timothy 2:3), an athlete ( 2 Timothy 2:5), the husbandman ( 2 Timothy 2:6), the workman ( 2 Timothy 2:15), a vessel ( 2 Timothy 2:21), a servant ( 2 Timothy 2:24).



Verses 3-18 

Justification by Faith in Christ Jesus through Divine Foreknowledge- Paul first reflects upon Timothy's salvation through faith in Christ Jesus based upon the foreknowledge of God the Father ( 2 Timothy 1:3-5). He tells him of how his own salvation is a fulfillment of God's divine plan since the time of their forefathers, the patriarchs of Israel ( 2 Timothy 1:3) and reminds Timothy of his spiritual heritage in his ancestry ( 2 Timothy 1:4-5). Just as Paul's forefathers passed down the knowledge of God's salvation to him, Timothy's mother and grandmother passed this same knowledge down to him. Timothy is exhorted to stir up the gift of God within him ( 2 Timothy 1:6-7). Paul then uses himself as an example of one saved and called according to the Father's divine purpose and grace before the world began, but made manifest through Christ Jesus ( 2 Timothy 1:8-12). He then exhorts Timothy to hold fast to this salvation by the indwelling power of the Holy Spirit ( 2 Timothy 1:13-14). Paul then warns Timothy by giving him examples of some who have been unfaithful to God's offer of salvation as well as examples of loyalty ( 2 Timothy 1:15-18). Timothy is to respond to this exhortation and example by stirring up the gift of God that is within him ( 2 Timothy 1:6). Thus, we see the underlying theme of serving God faithfully in a divine calling reflected in this opening passage of Scripture.

Outline - Here is a proposed outline:

1. Paul's Thanksgiving to God for Timothy's Faith — 2 Timothy 1:3-5
2. Paul Exhorts Timothy to Stir Up His Gifts — 2 Timothy 1:6-7
3. Paul's Example of Justification — 2 Timothy 1:8-12
4. Paul Exhorts Timothy to be Faithful to God's Word — 2 Timothy 1:13-14
5. Paul Gives Timothy Living Examples of Faithfulness — 2 Timothy 1:15-18
Paul's Exhortation to Young Timothy- The theme of this epistle is the hope of eternal life that is in Christ Jesus. Paul is exhorting young Timothy to lay hold on eternal life and to fulfill his calling. The context of this chapter is: In the midst of a great host of people in Asia turning back to the world (verse 15), Timothy is exhorted not to compromise (verse 13), nor to become silent (verse 8) to the proclamation of God's Word. To drive home the point clearly, Paul uses two examples in verses 15-18 of people well known by Timothy of their past faithfulness and now their terrible end (verse 15). Then, Paul gives Timothy one example of a faithful man (verses 16-18), as well as giving himself as an example (verses 11-12).



Verse 6-7 

Paul Exhorts Timothy to Stir Up His Gifts - In 2 Timothy 1:6-7 Paul exhorts Timothy to stir up the gifts of the Holy Spirit within him so that he can fulfill his office and ministry.

2 Timothy 1:6 Wherefore I put thee in remembrance that thou stir up the gift of God, which is in thee by the putting on of my hands.
2 Timothy 1:6 — "Wherefore I put thee in remembrance that thou stir up the gift of God" - Comments- The word "stir up" ( ἀναζωπυρέω) (G 329) literally means, "to rekindle" (Strong), like a dwindling fire and its coals being stirred up again into a hot flame. Bill Hamon uses the word "to activate." 10] Paul is telling young Timothy to activate the gift of God that dwells within him.

10] Bill Hamon, (Santa Rosa Beach, Florida: Christian International Ministries), interviewed by Benny Hinn, This is Your Day (Irving, Texas), on Trinity Broadcasting Network (Santa Ana, California), television program.

What was the gift that Paul was referring to here? Kenneth Hagin says that it has a two-fold application. First of all, he says that it refers to the impartations given by the Holy Spirit when God sets people aside for service. Special gifts were imparted into Barnabas and Saul when they were prayed over and set apart:

Acts 13:2, "As they ministered to the Lord, and fasted, the Holy Ghost said, Separate me Barnabas and Saul for the work whereunto I have called them."

Timothy also received an impartation when he was set apart for the ministry:

1 Timothy 4:14, "Neglect not the gift that is in thee, which was given thee by prophecy, with the laying on of the hands of the presbytery."

However, Kenneth Hagin says that the second application of the gift refers to the gift of the Holy Spirit, or being filled with the Holy Spirit when hands were laid upon them. This gift, which refers to the presence of the Holy Spirit, can be stirred up, as this verse says here, on the inside us by praying in tongues. 11]

11] Kenneth Hagin, Plans Purposes and Pursuits (Tulsa, Oklahoma: Faith Library Publications, c 1988, 1993), 125-6.

The gifts of the Spirit are for serving others, and not for personal use. When we are not serving, we are not going to see the gifts operate through us. The way Timothy is going to stir up the gifts that are within him is by submitting to Paul's charges in this epistle and do what he is being asked to do, which is to serve as a minister of God's Word. Thus, Paul is telling Timothy that God has anointed him for the task that is being committed unto him within this epistle. 

2 Timothy 1:6 — "which is in thee by the putting on of my hands" - Comments- 1 Timothy 4:14 and 2 Timothy 1:6 refer to an event in Timothy's life when the elders of the church laid hands upon him, very likely a reference to his ordination service. With the gifts of utterance and the laying on of the hands of the church elders, a gift was imparted unto young Timothy. 2 Timothy 4:5 reveals the office and ministry that Timothy was called into. It was this gift as an evangelist that was probably confirmed when Paul and other church elders laid hands upon him and prophesied over him.

2 Timothy 4:5, "But watch thou in all things, endure afflictions, do the work of an evangelist, make full proof of thy ministry."

2 Timothy 1:6, "Wherefore I put thee in remembrance that thou stir up the gift of God, which is in thee by the putting on of my hands."

2 Timothy 1:7 For God hath not given us the spirit of fear; but of power, and of love, and of a sound mind.
2 Timothy 1:7 — "For God hath not given us the spirit of fear"- Comments- This cowardice and fear of what others think about us often causes us to quench the moving of the Holy Spirit in us.

2 Timothy 1:7 — "but of power, and of love, and of a sound mind" - Comments- We can see the three-fold make-up of man in this phrase. The Holy Spirit empowers our soulish realm to give us a sound mind. He lives in our heart and fills it with love. He dwells in our physical body to strengthen us and empower us to serve the Lord.

2 Timothy 1:7 — Comments- We receive from God through faith in His Word. We receive from Satan through fear. This fear is believing something that is negative and in contradiction to God's holy Word.

We can compare 2 Timothy 1:7 to Joshua 1:6 when the Lord told Joshua to "be strong and of good courage."

Joshua 1:6, "Be strong and of a good courage: for unto this people shalt thou divide for an inheritance the land, which I sware unto their fathers to give them."



Verses 8-12 

Paul's Example of Justification through the Father's Foreknowledge - In 2 Timothy 1:8-12 Paul portrays himself to Timothy in this epistle as a living example of one saved by God the Father's divine foreknowledge and called as a preacher, apostle, and teacher, as one who is willing to stand strong as a witness of the Lord Jesus Christ during the greatest trial in his life, one that will end in his death. He will refer to suffering and hardship three times in this second Epistle ( 2 Timothy 1:8; 2 Timothy 2:3; 2 Timothy 4:5).

2 Timothy 2:3, "Thou therefore endure hardness, as a good soldier of Jesus Christ."

2 Timothy 4:5, "But watch thou in all things, endure afflictions, do the work of an evangelist, make full proof of thy ministry."

2 Timothy 1:8 Be not thou therefore ashamed of the testimony of our Lord, nor of me his prisoner: but be thou partaker of the afflictions of the gospel according to the power of God;
2 Timothy 1:8 — "Be not thou therefore ashamed of the testimony of our Lord" - Comments- In other words, do not deny Jesus Christ ( 2 Timothy 2:2). Also, Paul sets the example in 2 Timothy 1:12, "I am not ashamed."

2 Timothy 2:12, "If we suffer, we shall also reign with him: if we deny him, he also will deny us:"

2 Timothy 1:8 — "nor of me his prisoner" - Comments- Paul was a "prisoner of the Lord" in the sense that God had allowed this imprisonment. Paul understood divine providence, so he accepted this difficult time in his life as something God was allowing. Thus, Paul yielded to this suffering because saw the Lord's hand in it. 

2 Timothy 1:8 — "but be thou partaker of the afflictions of the gospel" - Word Study on "partaker" - Strong says the Greek word "partaker" ( συγκακοπαθέ ω) (G 4777) means, "to suffer hardship in company with." It is used only one time in the New Testament. However, some Greek manuscripts use this same word a second time in 2 Timothy 2:3 in the place of ( κακοπαθέ ω) (G 2553).

2 Timothy 2:3, "Thou therefore endure hardness, as a good soldier of Jesus Christ."

Comments- Anyone who has been an athlete or a soldier knows the importance of encouraging one another as a teammate in competition or in the heat of battle. Living for God and exercising His gifts brings afflictions ( 2 Timothy 3:12). Paul was enduring hardship when he wrote this second epistle to Timothy and he was encouraging Timothy to do the same; for we know that no one can win this battle alone.

2 Timothy 3:12, "Yea, and all that will live godly in Christ Jesus shall suffer persecution."

2 Timothy 1:8 — "according to the power of God" - Comments- The uncompromising Gospel of Jesus Christ is a gospel of God's power to work in our lives. Our sufferings for Jesus Christ are met with an outpouring of God's power to strengthen us. The Lord once said to me that every time Paul was imprisoned, his anointing increased.

Paul mentioned the power of the Gospel in Romans 1:16.

Romans 1:16, "For I am not ashamed of the gospel of Christ: for it is the power of God unto salvation to every one that believeth; to the Jew first, and also to the Greek."

2 Timothy 1:8 — Comments- Christians had a valid reason to be timid about their faith in Jesus Christ during this early period of Church history. Rome's first wave of persecutions against the Church had begun under Nero, who will put to death Peter and Paul in Rome, according to Church tradition. In 2 Timothy 1:8 Paul is exhorting Timothy to be strong and remain a witness of Jesus Christ in order to propagate the Gospel. Paul believes Timothy will remain faithful because of his godly heritage.

2 Timothy 1:9 Who hath saved us, and called us with an holy calling, not according to our works, but according to his own purpose and grace, which was given us in Christ Jesus before the world began,
2 Timothy 1:9 — "Who hath saved us, and called us with an holy calling" - Scripture Reference- Note:

1 Thessalonians 4:7, "For God hath not called us unto uncleanness, but unto holiness."

2 Timothy 1:9 — "not according to our works" - Comments- God does not save a man and call him because of the good life he lived before salvation, since the carnal mind is enmity against God ( Romans 8:7) and all of our deeds are as filthy rags in the sight of God.

Isaiah 64:6, "But we are all as an unclean thing, and all our righteousnesses are as filthy rags; and we all do fade as a leaf; and our iniquities, like the wind, have taken us away."

Ephesians 2:8-9, "For by grace are ye saved through faith; and that not of yourselves: it is the gift of God: Not of works, lest any man should boast."

Titus 3:5, "Not by works of righteousness which we have done, but according to his mercy he saved us, by the washing of regeneration, and renewing of the Holy Ghost;"

Romans 8:7, "Because the carnal mind is enmity against God: for it is not subject to the law of God, neither indeed can be."

2 Timothy 1:9 — Comments- We see in 2 Timothy 1:9 several phases of God's divine plan of redemption for mankind. As Paul is exhorting Timothy to persevere in his calling, Paul reminds him that God predestined and called him to salvation before the foundation of the world because of His purpose and outpouring of grace in Christ Jesus, and not because of Timothy's works. Timothy's justification and calling into divine service was an act of God's grace. Thus, we have predestination, calling, and justification reflected in 2 Timothy 1:9. The final phase of glorification will be reflected in the phrase "against that day" in 2 Timothy 1:12.

2 Timothy 1:10 But is now made manifest by the appearing of our Saviour Jesus Christ, who hath abolished death, and hath brought life and immortality to light through the gospel:
2 Timothy 1:10 — "But is now made manifest by the appearing of our Saviour Jesus Christ" - Comments- According to the Passover feasts mentioned in the Gospel of John , Jesus Christ walked on this earth approximately three and a half years. This statement of His manifestation in 2 Timothy 1:10 would refer primarily to His Crucifixion and His Resurrection; for it is this event that most clearly revealed to us God's eternal plan to redeem mankind.

2 Timothy 1:9-10 — Comments- The Foreknowledge of God the Father- Even though God's purpose and grace is becoming apparent to us now, it has always existed before our birth, even from the foundation of this world. This phrase tells us that God saw beforehand the fall of man in His eternal plan of Creation and therefore, in His love, made provision. But this part of His plan was not revealed to us until Jesus Christ was manifested. Note a similar verse:

Ephesians 1:4, "According as he hath chosen us in him before the foundation of the world, that we should be holy and without blame before him in love:"

2 Timothy 1:11 Whereunto I am appointed a preacher, and an apostle, and a teacher of the Gentiles.
2 Timothy 1:11 — Comments- In 2 Timothy 1:11 Paul lists the three callings and offices that he held as a minister of the Gospel of Jesus Christ, referring to his own callings as a preacher, an apostle and a teacher. Compare an almost identical verse in 1 Timothy 2:7, "Whereunto I am ordained a preacher, and an apostle, (I speak the truth in Christ, and lie not;) a teacher of the Gentiles in faith and verity." It is possible that Paul's callings as a preacher, apostle and teacher are listed in the order in which he received them, since the theme of the callings of the Church provides the structure of the epistle of 1Timothy. However, Kenneth Hagin says that these offices are listed according to their priority in Paul's life as a minister of the Gospel, saying, "Even though Paul was an apostle and a prophet, he considered himself first a preacher of the Gospel. In these cases where Paul mentions his ministry, he puts his preaching ministry first." 12] This issue of priorities is illustrated in Acts 20:24, "But none of these things move me, neither count I my life dear unto myself, so that I might finish my course with joy, and the ministry, which I have received of the Lord Jesus, to testify the gospel of the grace of God." Hagin illustrates the important of a minister of the Gospel of Jesus Christ keeping his priorities balanced by explaining that a prophet does not prophesy every time he stands behind a pulpit. He must wait until the Spirit gives him a word to speak. Otherwise, he should preach or teach until such a prophecy comes forth, so that he does not stray into error by making his own prophecies. Another danger is seen in Hagin's illustration in his own life. There was a time when he was not obedient to the office of a prophet and spent most of his time teaching. He fell and broke his arm, then received a visitation from Jesus. The Lord explained that he must put the office of the prophet as his priority and then the office of a teacher. 13]

12] Kenneth Hagin, He Gave Gifts Unto Men: A Biblical Perspective of Apostles, Prophets, and Pastors (Tulsa, Oklahoma: Faith Library Publications, c 1992, 1993), 93-94.

13] Kenneth Hagin, The Ministry of a Prophet (Tulsa, Oklahoma: Faith Library Publications, c 1968, 1983), 9-10.

"a preacher" - Paul's early years began by evangelizing the regions of Syria and Cilicia as a preacher of the Gospel of Jesus Christ ( Galatians 1:21). A preacher is someone who proclaims the Gospel of Jesus Christ on a regular basis. Paul began as a preacher of the Gospel and was faithful. He refers to his preaching ministry in Galatians 2:1-2. Therefore, God later called him and anointed him in other areas, such as an apostle and a teacher. 

Galatians 1:21, "Afterwards I came into the regions of Syria and Cilicia;"

Galatians 2:1-2, "Then fourteen years after I went up again to Jerusalem with Barnabas, and took Titus with me also. And I went up by Revelation , and communicated unto them that gospel which I preach among the Gentiles, but privately to them which were of reputation, lest by any means I should run, or had run, in vain."

If one is sent by God, then he is sent to preach the Gospel, "And how shall they preach, except they be sent? as it is written, How beautiful are the feet of them that preach the gospel of peace, and bring glad tidings of good things!" ( Romans 10:15) God has ordained that it is the foolishness of preaching saves those who believe, "For after that in the wisdom of God the world by wisdom knew not God, it pleased God by the foolishness of preaching to save them that believe." ( 1 Corinthians 1:21) Kenneth Hagin comments on 1 Timothy 1:11, "Notice Paul didn't say, ‘I am first ordained an apostle.' No, Paul said first, ‘I am ordained a preacher,' because he was first and foremost a preacher of the good news. He was a sent one for the purpose of preaching and teaching the gospel." 14]

14] Kenneth Hagin, He Gave Gifts Unto Men: A Biblical Perspective of Apostles, Prophets, and Pastors (Tulsa, Oklahoma: Faith Library Publications, c 1992, 1993), 46, 175-181.

"and an apostle" - After a number of years of preaching the Gospel in Syria and Cilicia, Acts 13:1-3 records how God set Paul and Barnabas apart as apostles to the Gentiles.

"and a teacher" - Paul went often to the synagogues of Greek and Roman cities during his missionary journeys to reason with the Jews about the Word of God concerning Jesus, both before and after his calling as an apostle to the Gentiles ( Acts 13:1-3). It is easy to see Paul standing in the office of a teacher during such dialogues. It is possible that Paul stood in the office of a teacher before an apostle, since Acts 13:1 lists Paul among the prophets and teachers in Antioch.

Acts 13:1, "Now there were in the church that was at Antioch certain prophets and teachers; as Barnabas, and Simeon that was called Niger, and Lucius of Cyrene, and Manaen, which had been brought up with Herod the tetrarch, and Saul."

"of the Gentiles" - In 1 Timothy 2:7 and 2 Timothy 1:11 Paul declares that he is a preacher, an apostle, and a teacher to the Gentiles. If we examine his upbringing, it is easy to see how God prepared Paul for this ministry to the Gentiles from the time he was born.

Paul the apostle was both a Roman citizen through his father and a Jew by his mother. He was born in Tarsus, the chief city of Cilicia, where Greek culture predominated. In this city was a great university, which Strabo, writing about A.D 19, tells us was a school known for its enthusiasm for learning, especially in the area of philosophy. Strabo placed this university ahead of those at Athens and Alexandria in its zeal for learning (Geography 14513). 15]

15] Strabo writes, "The inhabitants of this city apply to the study of philosophy and to the whole encyclical compass of learning with so much ardour, that they surpass Athens, Alexandreia, and every other place which can be named where there are schools and lectures of philosophers." See The Geography of Strabo, vol 3, trans. H. C. Hamilton and W. Falconer (London: George Bell and Sons, 1889), 57.

Paul's claim to be a Roman citizen from Tarsus tells us that his family was one of wealth and standing. The fact that he was born in Tarsus, but brought up in the city of Jerusalem ( Acts 22:3) implies that he did not reach university level before leaving Tarsus, although his early education took place in this Greco-Roman environment. Thus, he was strongly influenced by its teachings, and very familiar with the Greek's deep dependence upon human reason. In his quest for education, he found himself seeking a meaning in life that went beyond his reasoning. Because of his Jewish heritage, he was later trained in the strictest of sect of the Jews, that of a Pharisee, and in this training, he sat under the most well-known Hebrew teacher of his day, a man called Gamaliel ( Acts 22:3).

Acts 22:3, "I am verily a man which am a Jew, born in Tarsus, a city in Cilicia, yet brought up in this city at the feet of Gamaliel, and taught according to the perfect manner of the law of the fathers, and was zealous toward God, as ye all are this day."

It is from this upbringing that we see why Paul was a man of zeal and great achievement; for he was raised in an atmosphere of physical and mental achievement. However, in these two educational environments, he was yet to find a purpose in life. Yes, he came closer to finding purpose at the feet of Gamaliel than at the University of Tarsus; but it did not answer the most important question in life, "What is the meaning of life, and why am I here?"

Paul could have easily reasoned with the greatest Greek minds to these Greek converts; for he says, "And I, brethren, when I came to you, came not with excellency of speech or of Wisdom of Solomon , declaring unto you the testimony of God…. And my speech and my preaching was not with enticing words of man"s wisdom" ( 1 Corinthians 2:1; 1 Corinthians 2:4). We see Paul quoting from the Greek poet Aratus in Acts 17:28 while preaching in Athens, and from the Cretan prophet Epimenides in Titus 1:12, revealing that Paul was schooled to some degree in Greek rhetoric, philosophy, sophistry, and literature. He had seen man's wisdom at its best as he studied Greek philosophy; and he had seen man's religion at its best as he studied under Gamaliel. It is this heritage that prepared Paul to become the apostle as well as a preacher and teacher of the Gospel of Jesus Christ to the Gentiles.

It is also important to comment on Paul's wisdom in walking in these offices throughout the course of his ministerial career. His primary calling was as an apostle to the Gentiles, which he states in Romans 11:3, "For I speak to you Gentiles, inasmuch as I am the apostle of the Gentiles, I magnify mine office." In addition, he opens his New Testament epistles with this apostolic title. However, in his efforts to serve as an apostle, he developed an anointing in the office of a teacher. This anointing developed as he taught new believers during church plantings and as he taught believers at Antioch when he went on furlough in between his missionary journeys. However, he never abandoned his missionary efforts as an apostle in pursuit of his new anointing as a teacher. In contrast, many ministers today become tired of their callings after a number of years and look for new opportunities to move into different aspects of the ministry. They interpret the development of these secondary offices and anointings as "new callings," in which some pursue at the cost of abandoning their primary calling. Bob Nichols says that the signature of a man's calling is what he has already accomplished, rather than what he hopes to accomplish. 16] In other words, a minister can look back on what God has already used him to accomplish as a testimony of his calling. Any new pursuits are at the risk of abandoning the work that God desires to fulfill in a minister's life.

16] Robert Nichols, Lighthouse Television Annual Directors' Meeting, Sheraton Hotel, Kampala, Uganda, 3November 2008.

2 Timothy 1:12 For the which cause I also suffer these things: nevertheless I am not ashamed: for I know whom I have believed, and am persuaded that he is able to keep that which I have committed unto him against that day.
2 Timothy 1:12 — "For the which cause" - Comments - The Greek phrase διʼ ἣν αἰτίαν (for which cause) is used earlier in this passage of Scripture, where it is translated in the KJV as "wherefore" ( 2 Timothy 1:6). In 2 Timothy 1:12 it means that Paul has a reason to endure and fulfill his ministry, in that he was given a divine commission from the Lord. In the same way, Timothy has a cause to endure and fulfill his ministry as well, which calling has come through divine providence and divine intervention in his mother and grandmother. Therefore, Paul says to Timothy in 2 Timothy 1:6, for this cause "I put then in remembrance…" Thus, both Paul and Timothy have a reason for pressing ahead in the ministry.

2 Timothy 1:6, "Wherefore I put thee in remembrance that thou stir up the gift of God, which is in thee by the putting on of my hands."

2 Timothy 1:12 — "I also suffer these things: nevertheless I am not ashamed" - Comments- In 1 Timothy 1:8 Paul has just told young Timothy not to be ashamed of the Gospel of Jesus Christ, "Be not thou therefore ashamed of the testimony of our Lord, nor of me his prisoner: but be thou partaker of the afflictions of the gospel according to the power of God;" In 1 Timothy 1:12 Paul is using himself as an example of what it means to be unashamed of the Gospel of Jesus Christ.

Paul knew that Timothy would suffer as he served God and used the divine gifts that were deposited within him because he himself had suffered because of being faithful to his calling. Paul will then tell Timothy in 2 Timothy 1:14 to stand fast with his "commitment," using the same Greek word "paratheke" ( παραθήκη) used in 2 Timothy 1:12 to describe this commitment, or deposit.

2 Timothy 1:14, "That good thing which was committed unto thee keep by the Holy Ghost which dwelleth in us."

Scripture Reference- Note a similar verse:

Romans 1:16, "For I am not ashamed of the gospel of Christ: for it is the power of God unto salvation to every one that believeth; to the Jew first, and also to the Greek."

2 Timothy 1:12 — "and am persuaded that he is able to keep that which I have committed unto him" - Word Study on "committed" - The phrase used in the KJV "that which I have committed" is actually one Greek word, which can simply be defined as "a deposit," or "an entrustment." Strong tells us that the Greek word "committed" "paratheke" ( παραθήκη) (G 3866) means, "a deposit, i.e. (figuratively) trust," thus it means, "a trust or thing consigned to one's faithful keeping." Strong says it comes from the Greek word ( παρατίθημι) (G 3908), which literally means, "to place beside, present," and figuratively it mean, "to deposit (as a trust or for protection)." BDAG defines it as "property entrusted to another." The Enhanced Strong says this word is used three times in the New Testament, being translated in the KJV as "that which is committed to thy trust" ( 1 Timothy 6:20), "that which I have committed" ( 2 Timothy 1:12), and "that which was committed ( 2 Timothy 1:14). 

Comments- We must commit our souls to a faithful God.

1 Peter 4:19, "Wherefore let them that suffer according to the will of God commit the keeping of their souls to him in well doing, as unto a faithful Creator."

Comments - The Greek word ( παραθήκη) (G 3866) is translated into modern English versions as "that which I have committed unto Him," and "that which He has committed unto me." There are a number of views as to the meaning of this word within the context of this passage of Scripture: (1) Strong tells us that this word refers to the Church doctrine that was committed unto Paul the apostle, which must protected and be handed down in pure form from generation to generation, as Paul says in 2 Timothy 2:2. (2) Vincent says in 2 Timothy 1:12 that Paul is convinced that God is strong to enable him to be faithful to his apostolic calling, in spite of the sufferings which attend it, until the day when he shall be summoned to render his final account. (3) BDAG says παραθήκη refers to "the spiritual heritage entrusted to the orthodox Christian." (4) In addition, it could also mean the eternal rewards that Paul has deposited in Heaven from a lifetime of Christian service. We would find a reference to this heavenly deposit in Paul's statement about a "crown of righteousness" laid up for him after death ( 2 Timothy 4:8).

2 Timothy 4:8, "Henceforth there is laid up for me a crown of righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous Judges , shall give me at that day: and not to me only, but unto all them also that love his appearing."

I take Vincent's interpretation, believing that it refers to the immediate context of offices and callings and anointings listed in the previous verse as "a preacher, an apostle and a teacher" that was "deposited" within him during his faithful service to God. Of course, with these callings Paul received revelation of the Gospel, and so Paul received the Gospel and Church doctrine as a result of his calling. I believe that the reason Paul used the Greek word "paratheke," or deposit, is because of the way God imparts His anointings. Paul will use this same Greek word "paratheke" in 2 Timothy 1:14 to refer to "that which was deposited" within Timothy by the Holy Ghost, and is his first epistle to Timothy when he warns him to "guard what was committed to his trust" ( 1 Timothy 6:20). As an illustration of such divine deposits, Kenneth Hagin describes the time when he received the anointing and office as a teacher. He was walking along and felt something drop into his spirit, and knew in his heart that he had just received the anointing to teach. He then began to test this calling out and found that people also recognized this anointing in him as he taught. 17]

17] Kenneth Hagin, He Gave Gifts Unto Men: A Biblical Perspective of Apostles, Prophets, and Pastors (Tulsa, Oklahoma: Faith Library Publications, c 1992, 1993), 175-6.

2 Timothy 1:12 — "against that day" - Comments - In 2Timothy 1:9-12we see in God's divine foreknowledge several phases of His divine plan of redemption for mankind. We see His predestination and calling in 2 Timothy 1:9, Paul's divine commission and perseverance in 2 Timothy 1:11, and now we see a reference to our future glorification in 2 Timothy 1:12


Verse 13-14 

Paul Exhorts Timothy to be Faithful to God's Word - In 2 Timothy 1:13-14 Paul exhorts Timothy to hold fast to this salvation by the indwelling power of the Holy Spirit.

2 Timothy 1:13 Hold fast the form of sound words, which thou hast heard of me, in faith and love which is in Christ Jesus.
2 Timothy 1:13 — Word Study on "form" - Strong says the Greek word "form" ( ὑποτύπωσις) (G 5296) literally means, "typification under (after)," and figuratively, "a sketch." BDAG says it means, "a model, an example…a prototype ( 1 Timothy 1:16)…a standard ( 2 Timothy 1:13)."

2 Timothy 1:13 — Comments- As we consider what "sound words" and doctrine Paul the apostle entrusted Timothy to hold fast to, we ask what were these words, and are they recorded anywhere. We need look no further than the nine Pauline Church Epistles to find the doctrines of the New Testament Church that Paul laid down in writing. 

2 Timothy 1:14 That good thing which was committed unto thee keep by the Holy Ghost which dwelleth in us.
2 Timothy 1:14 — "That good thing which was committed unto thee" - Comments- Paul knew that Timothy had been entrusted with his ministry by prophecies and other manifestations of the Holy Spirit ( 1 Timothy 1:18).

1 Timothy 1:18, "This charge I commit unto thee, son Timothy, according to the prophecies which went before on thee, that thou by them mightest war a good warfare;"

2 Timothy 1:14 — "keep by the Holy Ghost which dwelleth in us" - Comments- 2 Timothy 1:7 describes the effects of the work of the Holy Spirit in our lives, bringing to us a spirit of power, love and a sound mind. The Holy Spirit is working in our lives daily, moment by moment; to accomplish God"s will in our lives ( Galatians 6:9, Philippians 2:12-13. 1 Peter 4:19).

Galatians 6:9, "And let us not be weary in well doing: for in due season we shall reap, if we faint not."

Philippians 2:12-13, "Wherefore, my beloved, as ye have always obeyed, not as in my presence only, but now much more in my absence, work out your own salvation with fear and trembling. For it is God which worketh in you both to will and to do of his good pleasure."

1 Peter 4:19, "Wherefore let them that suffer according to the will of God commit the keeping of their souls to him in well doing, as unto a faithful Creator."



Verses 15-18 

Paul Gives Timothy Living Examples of Faithfulness and Loyalty - In 2 Timothy 1:15-18 Paul warns Timothy by giving him examples of some who have been unfaithful to God's offer of salvation as well as examples of loyalty. In 2 Timothy 1:15-18 Paul describes a falling away of several in Asia who once followed the faith. This falling away may be a reference to the Neronian persecutions that arose during this later period of Paul's ministry, which resulted in his martyrdom (approximately A.D 64). One indication of this first major persecution of the Church is hinted at in 2 Timothy 1:17 when Paul says that Onesiphorus was not ashamed of his bonds in Rome, which implies that those in Asia may now be ashamed, and turning away from their association with Paul in order to save their own lives.

2 Timothy 1:15 This thou knowest, that all they which are in Asia be turned away from me; of whom are Phygellus and Hermogenes.
2 Timothy 1:15 — Comments- We see in Acts 19 that Paul abode in Ephesus for at least two years and spread the Word of God throughout the province of Asia. Revival even broke out in this region. The Roman province of Asia included the seven churches of Revelation 2-3. But how quickly men seem to turn away from the truth ( Galatians 1:6, Philippians 2:21). Many of the believers were frightened when Paul was imprisoned, fearing that the Roman government would also turn on them. Paul mentions two names to Timothy, Phygellus, and Hermogenes, people whom Timothy probably knew.

Galatians 1:6, "I marvel that ye are so soon removed from him that called you into the grace of Christ unto another gospel:"

Philippians 2:21, "For all seek their own, not the things which are Jesus Christ"s."

However, we cannot measure eternal results by earthly circumstances. If Paul"s eternal treasures were being determined by earthly results, Paul would not have received a large eternal reward. In this epistle, written just before Paul"s death, he seems to feel that his ministry had become a failure in some areas of the Empire. Some churches turned to apostasy. His friends forsook him ( 2 Timothy 4:10). Although he declared that he had finished his course, Paul could not see his fruit in the temporal realm ( 2 Timothy 4:7). Yet, Paul's was one of the greatest works ever accomplished in the body of Christ.

2 Timothy 4:10, "For Demas hath forsaken me, having loved this present world, and is departed unto Thessalonica; Crescens to Galatia, Titus unto Dalmatia."

2 Timothy 4:7, "I have fought a good fight, I have finished my course, I have kept the faith:"

2 Timothy 1:16-18 — Comments - The Love Walk- Although the average believer recognizes obvious abuses of love in his Christian life, there is a deeper walk with the Lord where we become much more sensitive to walking in love with others. In 1 Thessalonians 4:10 Paul exhorts the believers to strive to grow in their love walk by saying "that ye increase more and more." John the apostles defines this type of mature love as "perfect love" ( 1 John 4:18). John explains that it means a believe can come to the place where he no longer makes decisions based on the fear of Prayer of Manasseh , but he strives to please God in pure love and devotion to Him as all costs. We find an excellent example of mature, self-less love in the life of Onesiphorus ( 2 Timothy 1:15-18). In contrast to Phygellus and Hermogenes, who were ashamed of Paul's bonds and hid their faith in Christ for fear of Roman persecutions, Onesiphorus boldly kept the faith in the face of possible persecutions, even going as far as visiting Paul during his Roman imprisonment, which Luke mentions in general in Acts 28:30. Onesiphorus walked in self-less love, while many others in Asia were self-centered because they were moved by fear ( 1 John 4:18).

1 John 4:18, "There is no fear in love; but perfect love casteth out fear: because fear hath torment. He that feareth is not made perfect in love."

We find another example in Hebrews 10:32-34, where the author describes the persecutions endured by these believers because of their faith in Christ. Their goods were plundered by those who were persecuting them (Note Jesus' commandment on this issue of the spoiling of their goods in Luke 6:30.) Despite such persecutions, these Hebrew saints were not ashamed of Paul's bonds. 

02 Chapter 2 
Verses 1-7 

Paul's Charge to Timothy - In 2 Timothy 2:1-7 Paul charges Timothy to trust in God's grace as he endeavors to deliver the teaching of justification to faithful men.

2 Timothy 2:1 Thou therefore, my Song of Solomon , be strong in the grace that is in Christ Jesus.
2 Timothy 2:1 — "Thou therefore" - Comments- In 2 Timothy 1:3-18 Paul exhorts Timothy to strive on in the ministry despite affliction and hardships, using God's gifts imparted to him. Therefore 2 Timothy 2:1 begins, "Therefore," because Timothy has been entrusted with a great calling ( 2 Timothy 1:11), and seeing how many have abandoned this work of the Gospel ( 2 Timothy 1:15-18), Paul will exhort him to be a good soldier, athlete, farmer, workman, a clean vessel, and a servant.

2 Timothy 2:1 — "be strong in the grace that is in Christ Jesus" - Scripture References- Note a similar verse:

Ephesians 6:10, "Finally, my brethren, be strong in the Lord, and in the power of his might."

2 Timothy 2:2 And the things that thou hast heard of me among many witnesses, the same commit thou to faithful men, who shall be able to teach others also.
2 Timothy 2:2 — Comments- Paul has just brought to Timothy's remembrance some unfaithful men in 2 Timothy 1:15-18.

2 Timothy 2:3 Thou therefore endure hardness, as a good soldier of Jesus Christ.
2 Timothy 2:3 — Word Study on "endure hardness" - Strong says the Greek word "endure hardness" ( κακοπαθέ ω) (G 2553) means, "to undergo hardships." The Enhanced Strong says it is used 4times in the New Testament, being translated in the KJV as, "endure hardness 1, suffer trouble 1, endure afflictions 1, be afflicted 1." 

2 Timothy 2:9 Wherein I suffer trouble, as an evil doer, even unto bonds; but the word of God is not bound."

2 Timothy 4:5, "But watch thou in all things, endure afflictions, do the work of an evangelist, make full proof of thy ministry."

James 5:13, "Is any among you afflicted? let him pray. Is any merry? let him sing psalms."

However, some Greek manuscripts replace the word κακοπαθέ ω with συγκακοπαθέ ω (G 4777), which means, "to suffer hardship in company with." This word is used only one other time in the New Testament (see 2 Timothy 1:8). Modern translations appear to be equally divided over the use of these two words. Goodspeed takes this alternative reading and translates this word in 2 Timothy 2:3 as "Share my hardship." 

2 Timothy 2:3 — Comments- A soldier must crucify the flesh. He learns obedience through suffering and self-discipline. Note these insightful words from Frances J. Roberts:

"Thou hast already witnessed the verdure of life that has sprung forth where the waters of My Spirit have flowed. How can any doubt remain? But the flesh dies hard; it is true. Even Jesus learned obedience through suffering and self-discipline. And Paul admonished: ‘Endure hardness as a good soldier.' All that comforts the flesh weakens the Spirit." 18]

18] Frances J. Roberts, Come Away My Beloved (Ojai, California: King's Farspan, Inc, 1973), 88.

2 Timothy 2:4 No man that warreth entangleth himself with the affairs of this life; that he may please him who hath chosen him to be a soldier.
2 Timothy 2:4 — Word Study on "entangleth…with" - Strong says the Greek word "entangleth with" ( εμπλέ κω) (G 1707) literally means, "to entwine," and figurative, "to involve with." The Enhanced Strong says it is used two times in the New Testament, being translated in the KJV as, "entangle (one"s) self with 1, entangle therein + 51251." 

2 Timothy 2:4 — Comments- What is the warfare that we must endure? We are daily in spiritual warfare against the kingdom of darkness ( Ephesians 6:10-18). We are also in a war against our fleshly desires ( 1 Peter 2:11).

1 Peter 2:11, "Dearly beloved, I beseech you as strangers and pilgrims, abstain from fleshly lusts, which war against the soul;"

The word "entangle" implies that a person can get into bondage to the cares of this world without really intending to do so. Some habits have a way of getting a grip on a person's life so that he is not able to get loose and be free to serve the Lord any longer. There are a lot of things that we can do in life, but most of this entertainment and business has no eternal value. The sign of a mature Christian is seen in their interests. They have set their affects on things above, and not on the things of this earth. We should find God"s plan for our lives and focus on that plan.

The cares of this world, called here the affairs of life, are like a snare or a trap. Jesus used a similar analogy in the Parable of the Sower ( Mark 4:18-19).

Mark 4:18-19, "And these are they which are sown among thorns; such as hear the word, And the cares of this world, and the deceitfulness of riches, and the lusts of other things entering in, choke the word, and it becometh unfruitful."

2 Timothy 2:5 And if a man also strive for masteries, yet is he not crowned, except he strive lawfully.
2 Timothy 2:5 — Illustration- In the 1972Summer Olympic games held in Munich, Germany, Frank Shorter was in the lead and entering the stadium for the final leg of his historic win. As he entered to tunnel, a fake runner emerged from the tunnel ahead of Frank, running into the stadium as if he were in the lead. This runner ran on into the stadium and made that last leg of the race by circling the track amidst a standing ovation. Shortly behind him came the real leader of the race, Frank Shorter, who was now a little confused about the man ahead of him. Frank finished the race setting a new world record, but initially believing he had lost to the fake runner ahead of him. The actual leader and winner received very little cheer from the crowd; for they had given it to a runner who had secretly jumped ahead of the race. However, this fake winner was quickly recognized by the coaches and the judges and was denied any glory. Then the proper honour was given to the real winner who had endured the race. 19]

19] Philip Hersh, "Marathon Men: The Dynamic Dozen," [on-line]; accessed 22February 2010; available from http://newsblogs.chicagotribune.com/sports_globetrotting/2008/10/marathon-men-th.html; Internet; "What You See is What is: Part 2 ," [on-line]; accessed 22February 2010; available from http://blogs.myspace.com/index.cfm?fuseaction=blog.view&friendId=87273590&blogId=408640643; Internet. See also John Parker, The Frank Shorter Story (Runner's World Magazine, 1972).

Many church-goes are like this fake runner. They want all the glory and praise, but do not want to pay the price of running the race of a real, genuine Christian. "Lord bless me," they say, but they do not do the things required to receive God's blessings.

Luke 6:46, "And why call ye me, Lord, Lord, and do not the things which I say?"

Romans 13:14, "But put ye on the Lord Jesus Christ, and make not provision for the flesh, to fulfil the lusts thereof." Making provision for the flesh is being carnal minded."

Galatians 5:1-26
Ephesians 4:24, "And that ye put on the new Prayer of Manasseh , which after God is created in righteousness and true holiness."

Colossians 3:10-12, "And have put on the new Prayer of Manasseh , which is renewed in knowledge after the image of him that created him: Where there is neither Greek nor Jew, circumcision nor uncircumcision, Barbarian, Scythian, bond nor free: but Christ is all, and in all. Put on therefore, as the elect of God, holy and beloved, bowels of mercies, kindness, humbleness of mind, meekness, longsuffering;"

2 Timothy 2:6 The husbandman that laboureth must be first partaker of the fruits.
2 Timothy 2:6 — Comments- We find a similar illustration of the farmer and his harvest in James 5:7. However, James places emphasis upon the farmer's patience, while in 2Timothy Paul places emphasis upon the certainty of the reward of farmer's labours.

James 5:7, "Be patient therefore, brethren, unto the coming of the Lord. Behold, the husbandman waiteth for the precious fruit of the earth, and hath long patience for it, until he receive the early and latter rain."

2 Timothy 2:7 Consider what I say; and the Lord give thee understanding in all things.
2 Timothy 2:7 — "The Lord give thee understanding in all things" - Comments- My experience has shown me that the Lord daily quickens things to me using inspired ideas, words of wisdom and words of knowledge. So the Lord can and will give us understanding, even supernaturally, in every area of our lives.

2 Timothy 2:7 — Comments- The way the Lord will often reveal things to us is when we are meditating on His Word. This is why Paul tells Timothy in 2 Timothy 2:7 to first consider what he has said. Paul will then give him some things to consider in the following verses ( 2 Timothy 2:8-13), things that will help him understand how to continue in a position to be a recipient of God's grace. Paul will say that Timothy must remember the Gospel ( 2 Timothy 2:8), be willing to suffer as Paul has suffered ( 2 Timothy 2:9), and to endure all things without giving up ( 2 Timothy 2:10). 

2 Timothy 2:4-7 — Comments- Paul's Encourages Timothy to Endure Hardships- When we first read 2 Timothy 2:4-7 we realize that Paul is speaking in allegories in order to explain a divine truth to Timothy; that it, we know that there is a hidden meaning that can only be revealed when we "consider" these things and mediate upon them. While meditating upon this passage of Scripture on day while driving I saw the order of events that Paul was figuratively speaking about. We can see in 2 Timothy 2:4 that Paul is referring to the calling and office of a minister being compared to the enlistment of a soldier; for neither can complete their office if they become sidetracked with the affairs of this world. They must remain faithful to this office. Paul then refers to perseverance in this calling by comparing it to an athlete running a race in 2 Timothy 2:5. Perseverance is achieved when one follows the course and the rules of the course. As a minister of the Gospel Timothy had a course to follow, a course given to him through Paul's charges. Then, after the calling is received, and the course is run faithfully, there is a reward. Paul chooses to use a farmer in 2 Timothy 2:6 to illustrate this aspect of receiving our eternal rewards, which is also called glorification; for a farmer understands the need for patience if he is to receive a harvest. Lastly, Paul tells Timothy to "consider" these things, and that if he will do so (by meditating upon them), then the Lord would give him understanding.

The reason that Paul deals with these three aspects of our Christian journey is because Timothy had already been saved and justified through the blood of Jesus Christ. He had already been indoctrinated, which is the first phase of our sanctification. What was left for Timothy was his need to fulfill his calling and persevere to the end so that he might obtain his glorification. This was Paul's exhortation in 2 Timothy 2:1-2 for Timothy to endure as a soldier through the grace available through the Lord Jesus Christ.



Verses 1-14 

Sanctification by Holy Spirit: Indoctrination - Paul then approaches Timothy's calling based upon his calling to deliver sound doctrine to others. Paul exhorts him to be strong in the Lord in order to deliver sound doctrines to faithful men. It is through Christ that Timothy has received the grace to become a servant of Christ and hand down sound doctrine to other faithful men ( 2 Timothy 2:1-2). Paul explains that he must lay aside the cares of this life ( 2 Timothy 2:3-4), strive for masteries of his profession ( 2 Timothy 2:5) in order to obtain his eternal reward ( 2 Timothy 2:6). Paul uses himself as an example of one who is faithfully preaching sound doctrine ( 2 Timothy 2:8-9). It is in his faithfulness that many others will obtain their salvation in Heaven ( 2 Timothy 2:10-14). Timothy is to respond to this exhortation and example by being strong in Christ Jesus ( 2 Timothy 2:1).

Outline - Here is a proposed outline:

1. Paul's Charge To Timothy — 2 Timothy 2:1-7
2. Paul's Example of a Preacher of the Gospel — 2 Timothy 2:8-14 



Verses 8-14 

Paul's Example of a Preacher of the Gospel - After charging Timothy to be strong in the grace of God as he teaches God's Word and lays aside the cares of this world, Paul gives himself as an example of a servant who had done the same.

2 Timothy 2:8 Remember that Jesus Christ of the seed of David was raised from the dead according to my gospel:
2 Timothy 2:8 — "Remember that Jesus Christ of the seed of David was raised from the dead" - Comments- Paul's description of Jesus Christ as the "seed of David" in 2 Timothy 2:8 is followed by a poetic statement of those who are faithful one day ruling and reigning with Christ Jesus in Heaven ( 2 Timothy 2:11-13). Since King David prophesied of the Messiah as a descendent who would rule forever, we can see how Paul had this picture in the back of his thoughts as he linked Jesus Christ back to King David in this verse. 

2 Timothy 2:8 — "according to my gospel" - Comments- Eusebius (A.D 260 to 340) tells us that because of Paul"s close companionship with Luke , he is referring to the Gospel of Luke in the phrase "according to my gospel." 20] Note the other times when Paul used this phrase:

20] Eusebius writes, "But Luke , who was of Antiochian parentage and a physician by profession, and who was especially intimate with Paul and well acquainted with the rest of the apostles, has left us, in two inspired books, proofs of that spiritual healing art which he learned from them. One of these books is the Gospel, which he testifies that he wrote as those who were from the beginning eyewitnesses and ministers of the word delivered unto him, all of whom, as he says, he followed accurately from the first. The other book is the Acts of the Apostles, which he composed not from the accounts of others, but from what he had seen himself. And they say that Paul meant to refer to Luke"s Gospel wherever, as if speaking of some gospel of his own, he used the words, ‘according to my Gospel.'" (Ecclesiastical History 347)

Romans 2:16, "In the day when God shall judge the secrets of men by Jesus Christ according to my gospel."

Romans 16:25, "Now to him that is of power to stablish you according to my gospel, and the preaching of Jesus Christ, according to the revelation of the mystery, which was kept secret since the world began,"

2 Timothy 2:9 Wherein I suffer trouble, as an evil doer, even unto bonds; but the word of God is not bound.
2 Timothy 2:8-9 — Comments - Paul Summarizes His Ministry- 2 Timothy 2:8-9 can summarize Acts 13-28, which deals with Paul's missionary journeys in that we see how Paul preached the Gospel of Jesus Christ and suffered as an evil doer because of it.

2 Timothy 2:10 Therefore I endure all things for the elect"s sakes, that they may also obtain the salvation which is in Christ Jesus with eternal glory.
2 Timothy 2:10 — Comments- I attended a dinner with my wife's family tonight (July 22, 2004). During the course of the dinner, I sensed that these family members looked to me as a leader who could give wisdom and guidance, both spiritually as well as financially. I became aware of how important the office of a leader because it is his influence becomes far-reaching. As I was meditating upon these thoughts later that night, the Lord quickened to me 2 Timothy 2:10 where Paul saw this same burden as a leader. He understood the need to endure hardships knowing that he was doing it for the sake of those who were under the sphere of his influence and responsibility, and because he realized that his influence will determine whether some of those souls will go to heaven or to hell. 

2 Timothy 2:11 It is a faithful saying: For if we be dead with him, we shall also live with him:
2 Timothy 2:11 — "It is a faithful saying" - Comments- Paul will use the same phrase ( πιστὸ ς ὁ λό γος) on five occasions within the Pastoral Epistles in the phrases "This is a faithful saying," or "This is a true saying." ( 1 Timothy 1:15; 1 Timothy 3:1; 1 Timothy 4:9, 2 Timothy 2:11, Titus 3:8). In 1 Timothy 1:15; 1 Timothy 4:9 he makes the same statement, "This is a faithful saying and worthy of all acceptation."

2 Timothy 2:12 If we suffer, we shall also reign with him: if we deny him, he also will deny us:
2 Timothy 2:12 — Comments- If persecution or affiliation comes, we have a choice to make; to be faithful to God"s Word or to deny Jesus and His Word. If we deny Jesus, He will deny us now in this life, as well as in the Day of Judgment ( Matthew 10:33, Mark 4:16-17; Mark 8:38, Revelation 12:11).

Matthew 10:33, "But whosoever shall deny me before men, him will I also deny before my Father which is in heaven."

Mark 4:16-17, "And these are they likewise which are sown on stony ground; who, when they have heard the word, immediately receive it with gladness; And have no root in themselves, and so endure but for a time: afterward, when affliction or persecution ariseth for the word"s sake, immediately they are offended."

Mark 8:38, "Whosoever therefore shall be ashamed of me and of my words in this adulterous and sinful generation; of him also shall the Son of man be ashamed, when he cometh in the glory of his Father with the holy angels."

Revelation 12:11, "And they overcame him by the blood of the Lamb, and by the word of their testimony; and they loved not their lives unto the death."

2 Timothy 2:13 If we believe not, yet he abideth faithful: he cannot deny himself.
2 Timothy 2:13 — Comments- We can note two truths from 2 Timothy 2:13. First, God is always faithful, and man is often unfaithful. Song of Solomon , the problem is not ever with God, but always with man. God will never deny what He said He will do. Paul makes a similar to His faithfulness in 2 Timothy 2:19 by saying, "Nevertheless the foundation of God standeth sure…" He will never change and deny a promise He made to you. As a growing believer, I had to shoulder up to my responsibility that the problem is with me, not God, when things did not work out.

Even if great leaders of God fall away in sin, God Himself still keeps His promises. God's Word abides true and faithful. The Lord once said to me, "I want tell you something. My faithfulness is true. Don't you ever doubt it!" Note:

Numbers 23:19, "God is not a Prayer of Manasseh , that he should lie; neither the son of Prayer of Manasseh , that he should repent: hath he said, and shall he not do it? or hath he spoken, and shall he not make it good?"

Titus 1:2, "In hope of eternal life, which God, that cannot lie, promised before the world began;"

Since God could not swear by any higher, He ware by Himself:

Hebrews 6:13-14, "For when God made promise to Abraham, because he could swear by no greater, he sware by himself, Saying, Surely blessing I will bless thee, and multiplying I will multiply thee."

Genesis 22:15-18, "And the angel of the LORD called unto Abraham out of heaven the second time, And said, By myself have I sworn, saith the LORD, for because thou hast done this thing, and hast not withheld thy Song of Solomon , thine only son: That in blessing I will bless thee, and in multiplying I will multiply thy seed as the stars of the heaven, and as the sand which is upon the sea shore; and thy seed shall possess the gate of his enemies; And in thy seed shall all the nations of the earth be blessed; because thou hast obeyed my voice.

2 Timothy 2:11-13 — Comments- Paul's Hymn of Redemption to Those Who are Faithful - In 2 Timothy 2:11-13 Paul utters a hymn that expresses God's faithfulness to those who endure as Paul has endured. This poem is structured in Hebrew parallelism: 2 Timothy 2:11 b on dying and living parallels 2 Timothy 2:12 a on suffering and reigning, 2 Timothy 2:12 b on denying Him and being denied by Him parallels 2 Timothy 2:13 a on unbelief and His faithfulness, with 2 Timothy 2:13 b forming a tristitch with 2 Timothy 2:13 a. Regarding the faithful saints, by dying with Him we receive eternal by Him ( 2 Timothy 2:11 b), and by suffering with Him ( 2 Timothy 2:12 a); however, regarding those unfaithful who have accepted Him but turn and deny Him ( 2 Timothy 2:12 b), they do not alter God's character ( 2 Timothy 2:13 a), for He is faithful to His promises ( 2 Timothy 2:13 b).



Verses 15-26 

Sanctification of the Holy Spirit: Divine Service (Be a Vessel of Honour) - In 2 Timothy 2:15-26 Paul reflects upon Timothy's divine calling from the perspective of his preparation for service, which requires a daily process of sanctification by the Holy Spirit. Timothy is to allow to work sanctification in himself as a vessel of God. He is to avoid vain words which corrupt men's souls ( 2 Timothy 2:15-18). Paul uses the examples of a placard on the foundation of a building and the articles contained in a house to help Timothy understand that he is to purge himself as a vessel of God ( 2 Timothy 2:19-22). His is to avoid striving with men as he offers them the Word of God ( 2 Timothy 2:23-26). Timothy is to respond to this exhortation and example by being a vessel of honor ( 2 Timothy 2:21).

2 Timothy 2:14 Of these things put them in remembrance, charging them before the Lord that they strive not about words to no profit, but to the subverting of the hearers.
2 Timothy 2:14 — Comments- Paul was speaking from years of experience in Jewish synagogues and Greek cities. He understood the futility of quarrelling over words to those hearts were hard; for Paul says shortly, "the Lord knows those who are His," ( 2 Timothy 2:19). 

2 Timothy 2:15 Study to shew thyself approved unto God, a workman that needeth not to be ashamed, rightly dividing the word of truth.
2 Timothy 2:15 — "Study to shew thyself approved unto God" - Word Study on "Study" - The Greek word "study" ( σπουδάζω) (G 4704) carries much more of a meaning than just a classroom kind of study or private Bible study. It involves every area of a man's life: his work or Job , his conduct or lifestyle, his affairs with men, his religious duties, etc. Everything a man does in life should be done with diligence and done to one"s best to find God's approval. The Enhanced Strong says this word is used 11times in the New Testament, being translated in the KJV as, "endeavour 3, do diligence 2, be diligent 2, give diligence 1, be forward 1, labour 1, study 1."

A. "to be diligent" - It mean, "to be diligent, to do one"s best, to hurry or hasten." This idea is translated in other uses of this same Greek word ( 2 Timothy 4:9; 2 Timothy 4:21, Titus 3:12, 2 Peter 1:5; 2 Peter 1:10; 2 Peter 1:15; 2 Peter 3:14).

2 Timothy 4:9, "Do thy diligence to come shortly unto me:"

2 Timothy 4:21, "Do thy diligence to come before winter. Eubulus greeteth thee, and Pudens, and Linus, and Claudia, and all the brethren."

Titus 3:12, "When I shall send Artemas unto thee, or Tychicus, be diligent to come unto me to Nicopolis: for I have determined there to winter."

2 Peter 1:5, "And beside this, giving all diligence, add to your faith virtue; and to virtue knowledge;"

2 Peter 1:10, "Wherefore the rather, brethren, give diligence to make your calling and election sure: for if ye do these things, ye shall never fall:"

2 Peter 1:15, "Moreover I will endeavour that ye may be able after my decease to have these things always in remembrance."

2 Peter 3:14, "Wherefore, beloved, seeing that ye look for such things, be diligent that ye may be found of him in peace, without spot, and blameless."

Regarding the topic of diligence, Jesus worked hard and in haste, because His time in the earthly ministry was so short to prepare twelve disciples and because the needs of mankind were so great. ( Song of Solomon , Matthew 9:31-38) ( Luke 10:12).

John 9:4, "I must work the works of him that sent me, while it is day: the night cometh, when no man can work."

John 21:25, "And there are also many other things which Jesus did, the which, if they should be written every one, I suppose that even the world itself could not contain the books that should be written. Amen."

Luke 10:2, "Therefore said he unto them, The harvest truly is great, but the labourers are few: pray ye therefore the Lord of the harvest, that he would send forth labourers into his harvest." (Same as Matthew 9:37-38)

Note the diligence as a group working together:

Ephesians 4:3, "Endeavouring to keep the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace." Note Colossians 2:19; Colossians 3:14.

Colossians 2:19, "And not holding the Head, from which all the body by joints and bands having nourishment ministered, and knit together, increaseth with the increase of God."

Colossians 3:14, "And above all these things put on charity, which is the bond of perfectness."

Note other Scriptures on this theme of diligence:

1 Corinthians 9:24-27, "Know ye not that they which run in a race run all, but one receiveth the prize? So run, that ye may obtain. And every man that striveth for the mastery is temperate in all things. Now they do it to obtain a corruptible crown; but we an incorruptible. I therefore so run, not as uncertainly; so fight I, not as one that beateth the air: But I keep under my body, and bring it into subjection: lest that by any means, when I have preached to others, I myself should be a castaway."

Philippians 3:14, "I press toward the mark for the prize of the high calling of God in Christ Jesus."

When a lot of work is laid before a Prayer of Manasseh , he becomes a person of seriousness. His mind is not on a lot of foolishness, neither is his mind occupied with a lot of play. He has his mind on the Job , not on horseplay. A child who is working with his dad many times has his mind on the job for a while, and also on play for a while. But, the man on the job knows that if he gets his mind occupied with day dreaming, he will foul up the Job , have to do it again, and waste much time. But deep in the man's mind is the drive behind this hastiness. He knows that the responsibility given to him will require him to stand before his supervisor at the end of the day and give an account of his workday. He must answer and explain why it took the length of time it did or answer why he was careless. The man knows that trouble awaits, if the job is not finished. A good boss knows how long a job should take, and what causes loss of time and careless errors. A smart worker knows that his boss is aware of this fact. A good worker realizes that his boss knows the job and that he knows how long it should take to complete it.

One day we are going to have to give account of our conduct and work that we accomplished here on this earth ( Hebrews 4:13). We are going to have to reckon with God. He will judge us and He knows our faithfulness. Just like on the Job , when we are careless because we do not know any better, God will have compassion. However, when we know certain things, and do not do them, just like a boss, God will be more severe with us in those areas of willful wrong.

Hebrews 4:13, "Neither is there any creature that is not manifest in his sight: but all things are naked and opened unto the eyes of him with whom we have to do."

Illustration- While driving roll-off trucks for a waste management company, I realized that the boss knows how long the job should take. When the truck breaks down, the boss can tell if the problem was caused by carelessness or by wear and tear on the truck. I tried to work in haste each day, anxious to get the job done.

Illustration- While helping build the Alethia Fellowship Church building, there were times that certain jobs had to be completed before nightfall, such as floor decking. We had to pray, believe no rain would ruin the floor, and work hard at the same time.

B. "To be eager" - It means, "to be eager or willing." This idea is used in several New Testament passages ( 2 Corinthians 8:8; 2 Corinthians 8:17).

2 Corinthians 8:8, "I speak not by commandment, but by occasion of the forwardness of others, and to prove the sincerity of your love."

2 Corinthians 8:17, "For indeed he accepted the exhortation; but being more forward, of his own accord he went unto you."

C. "To work hard" - It means, "to work hard." This idea is found in several New Testament verses ( Romans 12:11, Hebrews 4:11).

Romans 12:11, "Not slothful in business; fervent in spirit; serving the Lord;"

a. "when earnestness is needed, never be indolent [to avoid work, lazy]" (BDAG) (see ὀκνηρός 1)

c. "not lagging behind in diligences" (NASB)

d. "Do not be lazy but work hard, serving the Lord with all your heart" (NCV)

d. "never be lacking in zeal" (NIV)

b. "Never be lazy, but work hard and serve the Lord enthusiastically." (NLT)

Hebrews 4:11, "Let us labour therefore to enter into that rest, lest any man fall after the same example of unbelief."

Illustration- Even in the world, hard workers always get promoted ahead of those around them. Only in the dictionary does "success" come before "work".

Illustration- Paul, as a Pharisee, strove hard and excelled in this area.

Galatians 1:14, "And profited in the Jews" religion above many my equals in mine own nation, being more exceedingly zealous of the traditions of my fathers."

D. "To study and learn" - It means, "to study and learn correctly," due to the context of this passage in 2 Timothy 2:15, and since it is one of the themes of 1,2Timothy.

E. "Urgency- It means, "urgency," because many souls are going to hell.

Word Study on "to shew" - Strong says the Greek word "shew" ( παρίστημι, or παριστάνω) (G 3936) literally means, "to stand beside," and "to exhibit, proffer, recommend, substantiate, to be at hand (ready), aid."

A. While on earth:

Romans 12:1, "I beseech you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God, that ye present your bodies a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable unto God, which is your reasonable service."

2 Corinthians 5:9, "Wherefore we labour, that, whether present or absent, we may be accepted of him."

B. In heaven:

Romans 14:10, "But why dost thou judge thy brother? or why dost thou set at nought thy brother? for we shall all stand before the judgment seat of Christ."

2 Corinthians 5:10, "For we must all appear before the judgment seat of Christ; that every one may receive the things done in his body, according to that he hath done, whether it be good or bad."

Word Study on "approved" - Strong says the Greek word "approved" ( δόκιμος) (G 1384) means, "acceptable, approved." 

Comments- This approval requires the testing of faith and the enduring through that test to be approved as true, genuine ( Isaiah 48:10, Zechariah 13:9).

Isaiah 48:10, "Behold, I have refined thee, but not with silver; I have chosen thee in the furnace of affliction."

Zechariah 13:9, "And I will bring the third part through the fire, and will refine them as silver is refined, and will try them as gold is tried: they shall call on my name, and I will hear them: I will say, It is my people: and they shall say, The LORD is my God."

2 Corinthians 5:9 is close to giving an overall meaning of 2 Timothy 2:15.

2 Corinthians 5:9, "Wherefore we labour, that, whether present or absent, we may be accepted of him."

It requires endurance in hard times. Many people are not going to do this, i.e, meet God's standard, even though they are mindful of the Lord ( Matthew 7:22-23).

Matthew 7:22-23, "Many will say to me in that day, Lord, Lord, have we not prophesied in thy name? and in thy name have cast out devils? and in thy name done many wonderful works? And then will I profess unto them, I never knew you: depart from me, ye that work iniquity."

Thus, 2 Corinthians 13:5, "Examine yourselves, whether ye be in the faith; prove your own selves. Know ye not your own selves, how that Jesus Christ is in you, except ye be reprobates?"

Testing times in life:

Job 23:10, "But he knoweth the way that I take: when he hath tried me, I shall come forth as gold."

Psalm 66:10, "For thou, O God, hast proved us: thou hast tried us, as silver is tried."

Proverbs 17:3, "The fining pot is for silver, and the furnace for gold: but the LORD trieth the hearts."

James 1:3, "Knowing this, that the trying of your faith worketh patience."

1 Peter 1:6-7, "Wherein ye greatly rejoice, though now for a season, if need be, ye are in heaviness through manifold temptations: That the trial of your faith, being much more precious than of gold that perisheth, though it be tried with fire, might be found unto praise and honour and glory at the appearing of Jesus Christ:"

Only faith pleases God Almighty. This is what brings His approval.

Hebrews 11:6, "But without faith it is impossible to please him: for he that cometh to God must believe that he Isaiah , and that he is a rewarder of them that diligently seek him."

"unto God"- It is carnal to meet and strive towards man's standard of acceptance. This requires no faith in God.

John 5:44, "How can ye believe, which receive honour one of another, and seek not the honour that cometh from God only?"

Comments- The context of this passage of Scripture in 2Timothy is about enduring, or striving, to be a "soldier and athlete." It also included the need to teach others to endure as well. However, this passage is not in the context of studying books.

2 Timothy 2:15 — "a workman that needeth not to be ashamed" - Comments- This statement in 2 Timothy 2:15 about a workman that does not need to be ashamed implies that there will be many servants ashamed on the Day of Judgment because they missed the mark. A worker is ashamed when he has not done his part of labour and has to face the boss with this fact. One boss said that a hard worker does not have to back up to the paycheck (that Isaiah , in shame). He can face his boss with confidence of having earned those wages. 

Scripture Reference- Note:

Titus 2:7-8, "In all things shewing thyself a pattern of good works: in doctrine shewing uncorruptness, gravity, sincerity, Sound speech, that cannot be condemned; that he that is of the contrary part may be ashamed, having no evil thing to say of you."

2 Timothy 2:15 — "rightly dividing the word of truth" - Word Study on "rightly dividing" - Strong says the Greek word "rightly dividing" ( ὀρθοτομέω) (G 3718) literally means, "to make a straight cut, to dissect (expound) correctly." The NIV says, "one who correctly teaches the message of truth."

Comments- Paul is telling Timothy to guide the word along a straight path. Note the context of this passage: Many people are missing the purpose of teaching God's word, which is the love walk ( 1 Timothy 1:5). Timothy's charge was to commit Paul's instructions from the Lord to faithful men. Timothy had a course to follow, from which he is exhorted not to deviate. Paul will follow this charge of guiding faithful men on a straight path by reminding Timothy of two men who have deviated from the path named Hymenaeus and Philetus ( 2 Timothy 2:16-18).

1 Timothy 1:5, "Now the end of the commandment is charity out of a pure heart, and of a good conscience, and of faith unfeigned:"

2 Timothy 2:2, "And the things that thou hast heard of me among many witnesses, the same commit thou to faithful men, who shall be able to teach others also."

In the phrase "rightly dividing the word of truth," Paul is literally telling Timothy to guide the word of God along a straight path. This path is the foundational theme of the Scriptures, which is God's plan of redemption for mankind, a path that is described here as "straight." This means that the Holy Bible has a path that we are to follow, that Isaiah , a structure with a thematic scheme. This straight path not only refers to our spiritual journey that leads us to glorification in Heaven, but to the structure of the Holy Bible and the individual books of the Bible. This thematic scheme of the Scriptures is built around God the Father, Son and Holy Spirit's plan of redemption (predestination, calling, justification, glorification) of man's spirit, soul, and body. This structure is described in the introductions of each book of my study notes.

2 Timothy 2:15 — Illustration- I was painting a small, clay sculpture and trying to be as detailed as possible with my brush. The Lord then quickened to me the phrase, "a workman that needeth not to be ashamed, rightly dividing the word of truth." ( 2 Timothy 2:15) I understood the analogy immediately. We must strive to study God's Word and deliver it to others with accuracy and detail. His Holy Word is not ours to "peddle" and misinterpret for personal gain, as some do. A person who peddles bad merchandise will find eventually himself in trouble, though he may make some profit initially. In the same way, a minister of the Gospel should give himself to detail and accuracy to God's Word. This is the only way to rightly divide it amidst so many controversial doctrines that churches have embraced over the centuries. 

2 Timothy 2:16 But shun profane and vain babblings: for they will increase unto more ungodliness.
2 Timothy 2:16 — Word Study on "shun" - Strong says the Greek word "shun" ( περιΐστημι) (G 4026) literally means, "to stand all around, to be a bystander," and, "to keep away from."

2 Timothy 2:16 — Word Study on "profane" - Strong says the Greek word "profane" ( βέβηλος) (G 952) literally means, "accessible (as by crossing the door-way)," and figuratively, "heathenish, wicked."

2 Timothy 2:16 — Word Study on "vain babblings" - Strong says the Greek word "vain babblings" ( κενοφωνία) (G 2757) literally means, "empty sounding," and by implication, "fruitless discussion."

Comments- How grievous is worldly and idle chatter to those whose hearts are filled with the joy of God's presence and are eager to share about Jesus.

2 Timothy 2:16 — Word Study on "increase" - Strong says the Greek word "increase" ( προκόπτω) (G 4298) literally means, "to drive forward," and figuratively, "to advance, to grow, to be well along."

2 Timothy 2:16 — Comments- Let your mind be on heavenly things or else vanity increases unto more ungodliness. We begin to err from the straight path of the Word of God when our words begin to err. In other words, our tongue sets our course in this life. If our tongue deviates from the path, then our life will follow.

2 Timothy 2:16 — Scripture References- Note similar verses:

Matthew 12:36-37, "But I say unto you, That every idle word that men shall speak, they shall give account thereof in the day of judgment. For by thy words thou shalt be justified, and by thy words thou shalt be condemned."

1 Timothy 6:20-21, "O Timothy, keep that which is committed to thy trust, avoiding profane and vain babblings, and oppositions of science falsely so called: Which some professing have erred concerning the faith. Grace be with thee. Amen."

2 Timothy 2:17 And their word will eat as doth a canker: of whom is Hymenaeus and Philetus;
2 Timothy 2:17 — Comments- Paul illustrates his point in 2 Timothy 2:16 of how our words cause us to deviate from the straight path of God's word by comparing it to the disease of gangrene, which grows in man's body and eats its flesh, gradually destroying the physical body. Paul then illustrates this verse to Timothy by reminding him of two men they both know that fell into this error.

2 Timothy 2:18 Who concerning the truth have erred, saying that the resurrection is past already; and overthrow the faith of some.
2 Timothy 2:18 — Word Study on "erred" - Strong says the Greek word "erred" ( ἀστοχέω) (G 795) means, "to deviate."

2 Timothy 2:18 — Word Study on "overthrow" - Strong says the Greek word "overthrow" ( ἀνατρέπω) (G 396) means, "to overturn."

2 Timothy 2:18 — Comments - After Paul tells Timothy to guide the word along a straight path ( 2 Timothy 2:16), he reminds him of two men who have deviated from the path of God's Word ( 2 Timothy 2:17). The words Paul uses in this passage of Scripture describe our spiritual journey as a path of following God's Word, with a sober reminder of some who err from this straight and narrow path, resulting in destruction, both physical and spiritual.

2 Timothy 2:18 — Scripture Reference - Note the following verse:

1 Corinthians 15:12, "Now if Christ be preached that he rose from the dead, how say some among you that there is no resurrection of the dead?"

2 Timothy 2:19 Nevertheless the foundation of God standeth sure, having this seal, The Lord knoweth them that are his. And, Let every one that nameth the name of Christ depart from iniquity.
2 Timothy 2:19 — "Nevertheless the foundation of God standeth sure" - Comments - The context of this passage in 2Timothy is sound teaching. Song of Solomon , those like Hymenaeus and Philetus cannot change the truth and the doctrine and the Word laid down by God.

1 Corinthians 3:11, "For other foundation can no man lay than that is laid, which is Jesus Christ."

The teachings laid down by the apostles and prophets:

Ephesians 2:20, "And are built upon the foundation of the apostles and prophets, Jesus Christ himself being the chief corner stone;"

Hebrews mentions the foundation of the basic doctrines of Christ:

Hebrews 6:1-2, "Therefore leaving the principles of the doctrine of Christ, let us go on unto perfection; not laying again the foundation of repentance from dead works, and of faith toward God, Of the doctrine of baptisms, and of laying on of hands, and of resurrection of the dead, and of eternal judgment."

2 Timothy 2:19 — "having this seal" - Comments - Strong says the Greek word "seal" ( σφραγίς) (G 4973) literally means, "a signet," and figuratively, "the stamp impressed." In other words, God has place His royal stamp, his signet upon His Word to authenticate its divine nature.

2 Timothy 2:19 — "The Lord knoweth them that are his" - Scripture References- Note similar verses:

Numbers 16:5, "And he spake unto Korah and unto all his company, saying, Even to morrow the LORD will shew who are his, and who is holy; and will cause him to come near unto him: even him whom he hath chosen will he cause to come near unto him."

Nahum 1:7, "The LORD is good, a strong hold in the day of trouble; and he knoweth them that trust in him."

John 10:14, "I am the good shepherd, and know my sheep, and am known of mine."

John 10:27, "My sheep hear my voice, and I know them, and they follow me:"

1 Corinthians 8:3, "But if any man love God, the same is known of him."

2 Timothy 2:19 — "Let every one that nameth the name of Christ depart from iniquity" - Scripture References- Note a similar verse:

Isaiah 26:13, "O LORD our God, other lords beside thee have had dominion over us: but by thee only will we make mention of thy name."

John 10:27, "My sheep hear my voice, and I know them, and they follow me:"

2 Timothy 2:19 — Comments - 2 Timothy 2:19 reveals both sides of divine election. God, in His divine foreknowledge, knows who will go to Heaven before the foundation of the earth. Yet, He gives mankind the opportunity to choose his destiny by calling upon the name of Christ

2 Timothy 2:20 But in a great house there are not only vessels of gold and of silver, but also of wood and of earth; and some to honour, and some to dishonour.
2 Timothy 2:20 — Illustration- I grew up in a house that I was ashamed of. I did not want my friends to come over and see my house, because it did not look pleasing, or honorable. Some of us have houses that are pretty, and some of us live in houses that are not pretty. Some of us are proud of our houses and the furnishings in our houses, and some of us are ashamed of our houses and furnishings. God wants a pretty house to show off, a house that He can use as an example. He wants a person who is living a Godly life, so He can raise that man or woman up as an example for others to see and follow. Note:

Philippians 3:17, "Brethren, be followers together of me, and mark them which walk so as ye have us for an ensample."

Illustration- In the USA, a developer will build a subdivision of homes, an entire neighbor of houses. In order to sell these houses, they will build one house near the entrance to this subdivision and fix it up beautiful with furnishings. This model house will inspire many other people to come and buy in this particular neighborhood.

Illustration- When I was sent oversees to Africa, my pastor wanted me to represent the ministry well. My wife and I purchased new clothes. We were given a nice car and a nice place to live. We were prayed for 24-hours a day so that we would live a godly lifestyle representing this great missionary work. Our pastor wanted to be proud of us, for us to be an example of excellence. God wants His children to do the same. He wants us to clean up our lives so that we are presentable to others as an example of godliness. If we will do Song of Solomon , He will surely use us as examples in this world.

2 Timothy 2:21 If a man therefore purge himself from these, he shall be a vessel unto honour, sanctified, and meet for the master"s use, and prepared unto every good work.
2 Timothy 2:21 — "If a man therefore purge himself from these" - Comments- The Greek word "from these" is the "immediate demonstrative" pronoun (ôú τος) (G 5130), which is intended to refer to that which is immediately present to the thinking of the writer. In this case, it would be the things of dishonour, which were most recently mentioned in the previous verse, while the things of honor were mentioned earlier, so are further removed from the writer's thoughts. Thus, we see this reflected in many modern translations, which attempt to add the writer's thoughts in the place of this demonstrative pronoun.

ESV, "Therefore, if anyone cleanses himself from what is dishonorable, he will be a vessel for honorable use, set apart as holy, useful to the master of the house, ready for every good work.

ISV, "Therefore, if anyone stops associating with these people, he will become a special utensil, set apart for the owner"s use, prepared for every good work."

Montgomery, "If then a man keeps himself clear of these latter, he will be a vessel for honor, consecrated, useful to the Master, prepared for every good work."

NCV, "All who make themselves clean from evil will be used for special purposes. They will be made holy, useful to the Master, ready to do any good work."

NET, "So if someone cleanses himself of such behavior, he will be a vessel for honorable use, set apart, useful for the Master, prepared for every good work."

NKJV, "Therefore if anyone cleanses himself from the latter, he will be a vessel for honor, sanctified and useful for the Master, prepared for every good work."

RSV, "If any one purifies himself from what is ignoble, then he will be a vessel for noble use, consecrated and useful to the master of the house, ready for any good work."

TCNT, "If, then, a man has escaped from the pollution of such errors as I have mentioned, he will be like a thing kept for better use, set apart, serviceable to its owner, ready for any good purpose.

Weymouth, "If therefore a man keeps himself clear of these latter, he himself will be for specially honourable use, consecrated, fit for the Master"s service, and fully equipped for every good work."

2 Timothy 2:21 — "and prepared unto every good work" - Comments- Thus, verse 15 says that the workman does not need to be ashamed because his works are good.

2 Timothy 2:15, "Study to shew thyself approved unto God, a workman that needeth not to be ashamed, rightly dividing the word of truth."

2 Timothy 2:21 — Comments- A man can prepare himself to be used of God by laying aside everything that brings dishonor to the Lord. It is the desire of every Christian to allow God to use him. But not everyone prepares himself so that God can use him.

2 Timothy 2:21 — Scripture References- Note a similar verse:

Hebrews 12:1, "Wherefore seeing we also are compassed about with so great a cloud of witnesses, let us lay aside every weight, and the sin which doth so easily beset us, and let us run with patience the race that is set before us,"

2 Timothy 2:20-21 — Comments- Paul Uses the Analogy of a House to Explain the Work of Sanctification in the Life of a Minister of the Gospel- Within the passage of 2 Timothy 2:20-21, in which Paul uses an analogy of a house with vessels to honor and to dishonour, note his statements before and after: We are to "depart from iniquity" ( 2 Timothy 2:19), "flee sins," and "follow holiness" ( 2 Timothy 2:22). Thus, Paul is describing the process of a believer's sanctification.

2 Timothy 2:22 Flee also youthful lusts: but follow righteousness, faith, charity, peace, with them that call on the Lord out of a pure heart.
2 Timothy 2:22 — Comments- The previous verse has told young Timothy to purge himself from anything that dishonors God. 2 Timothy 2:22 now tells him how to go about this challenging task. He is to associate himself with men and women of God who have a pure heart and avoid running carelessly with those who pursue the carnal things of this world. It is not enough to separate himself from temptations. He must actively pursue a godly lifestyle with the support of a local fellowship of believers. Therein lies the strength to overcome temptation during the course of a lifetime of ministry. Many young men have separated themselves from the world and gone into the ministry; and many ministers have been overcome with moral failures because they grew weary in the pursuit of holiness and found themselves at a distance from men of God who were able to lift him up.

2 Timothy 2:22 — Scripture References- Note a similar verse:

1 Timothy 6:11, "But thou, O man of God, flee these things; and follow after righteousness, godliness, faith, love, patience, meekness."

2 Timothy 2:23 But foolish and unlearned questions avoid, knowing that they do gender strifes.
2 Timothy 2:23 — Scripture References- Note a similar verse:

1 Timothy 4:7, "But refuse profane and old wives" fables, and exercise thyself rather unto godliness."

2 Timothy 2:24 And the servant of the Lord must not strive; but be gentle unto all men, apt to teach, patient,
2 Timothy 2:25 In meekness instructing those that oppose themselves; if God peradventure will give them repentance to the acknowledging of the truth;
2 Timothy 2:25 — Word Study on "instructing" - Strong says the Greek word "instructing" ( παιδεύω) (G 3811) means, "to train (up a child), to educate, to discipline." Thus, this word carries the idea of correcting or giving guidance in someone's life.

2 Timothy 2:25 — Word Study on "those that oppose themselves" - Comments- The Greek word "those that oppose themselves" ( ἀντιδιατίθεμαι) (G 475) is translated in the middle voice in the KJV, "those that oppose themselves." The NASB, RSV, NIV and BDAG translate this Greek word in the passive voice, "those in opposition," or "opponents." Acts 18:6 is given the same translation using the Greek word ἀ ντιτά σσομαι (G 498).

Acts 18:6, "And when they opposed themselves, and blasphemed, he shook his raiment, and said unto them, Your blood be upon your own heads; I am clean: from henceforth I will go unto the Gentiles."

2 Timothy 2:25 — Comments- God is long suffering to us as sinners, but he will not change His Word to please any man.

2 Timothy 2:26 And that they may recover themselves out of the snare of the devil, who are taken captive by him at his will.
2 Timothy 2:26 — "And that they may recover themselves out of the snare of the devil" - Word Study on "recover" - Strong says the Greek word "recover themselves" ( ἀνανήφω) (G 366) means, "to become sober again," to regain (one's) senses."

2 Timothy 2:26 — "who are taken captive by him" - Comments- Satan's temptations have a way of capturing, or captivating, a person's heart and they become driven to fulfill those passions. This captive person will yield his members (the captivated one) and work towards fulfilling those drives, almost spell bound ( Galatians 3:1) and overriding good common sense. He will even override his understanding in God's Word, knowing God's will ( Hebrews 10:26). This can happen when one falls in love. One can be spellbound. The word "captive" is a very good descriptive word for Satan's works and resulting effects in human lives.

Galatians 3:1, "O foolish Galatians , who hath bewitched you, that ye should not obey the truth, before whose eyes Jesus Christ hath been evidently set forth, crucified among you?"

Hebrews 10:26, "For if we sin wilfully after that we have received the knowledge of the truth, there remaineth no more sacrifice for sins,"

See also:

James 1:14, "But every man is tempted, when he is drawn away of his own lust, and enticed."

2 Timothy 2:26 — "at his will" - In the phrase "at his will," the Greek word "his" is singular in the Greek text, and in this context it is referring to the devil. If this personal pronoun were referring to "the opposers" of verse 25, it would be plural.

2 Timothy 2:26 — Scripture References- Note a similar verse:

2 Corinthians 4:4, "In whom the god of this world hath blinded the minds of them which believe not, lest the light of the glorious gospel of Christ, who is the image of God, should shine unto them."

03 Chapter 3 
Verses 1-9 

The Character of Men in the Last Days- The vices listed in 2 Timothy 3:1-5 are clearly given by Paul as examples of those who have been taken captive by Satan's will ( 2 Timothy 2:26). Because they have resisted the truth and embraced a lie, such people will be given over to a reprobate mind as described in Romans 1:16-31 and exhibit these vices. Another way to say it is that they have waxed worse and worse ( 2 Timothy 3:13).

2 Timothy 3:13, "But evil men and seducers shall wax worse and worse, deceiving, and being deceived."

In 2 Timothy 3:8 Paul gives the example of Jannes and Jambres who withstood Moses as he proclaimed the truth. Although such people seek after knowledge, they are never able to find the truth ( 2 Timothy 3:6-7). Instead, they walk deeper and deeper into darkness and sin. The seeds of righteousness that are sown on the earth will grow and increase until the Kingdom of God covers the earth. The seeds of wickedness have also been sown, and the times will grow more difficult because these seeds of unrighteousness will also bear tremendous fruit, and wickedness will abound more and more, leading the world into the Great Tribulation Period. This seven-year period of judgment will come upon the world because God in Heaven will no longer allow mankind to continue in such depths of sin.

2 Timothy 3:1 This know also, that in the last days perilous times shall come.
2 Timothy 3:1 — Word Study on "perilous" - Strong says the Greek word "perilous" ( χαλεπό ς) (G 5467) -means, "difficult, dangerous," and it implies, "fierce." It is used two times in the New Testament, the second use being found in Matthew 8:28.

Matthew 8:28, "And when he was come to the other side into the country of the Gergesenes, there met him two possessed with devils, coming out of the tombs, exceeding fierce, so that no man might pass by that way."

2 Timothy 3:2 For men shall be lovers of their own selves, covetous, boasters, proud, blasphemers, disobedient to parents, unthankful, unholy,
2 Timothy 3:2 — "covetous" - Illustration- Delilah coveted the silver and deceived Samson.

Judges 16:5-6, "And the lords of the Philistines came up unto her, and said unto her, Entice him, and see wherein his great strength lieth, and by what means we may prevail against him, that we may bind him to afflict him: and we will give thee every one of us eleven hundred pieces of silver. And Delilah said to Samson, Tell me, I pray thee, wherein thy great strength lieth, and wherewith thou mightest be bound to afflict thee."

2 Timothy 3:2 — "boasters, proud" - Comments- Pride is in the heart of man ( Luke 1:51). We know that out of the abundance of the heart the mouth speaks. Song of Solomon , boasters, or braggarts, are those who are proud in heart when they speak.

Luke 1:51, "He hath shewed strength with his arm; he hath scattered the proud in the imagination of their hearts."

2 Timothy 3:2 — "unthankful" - Word Study on "unthankful" - Strong says the Greek word "unthankful" ( αχά ριστος) (884) means, "thankless, ungrateful." It is made of the negative particle ( α) and ( χαρί ζομαι) (G 5483), which means, "to grant a favour, gratuitously, in kindness, pardon or rescue."

2 Timothy 3:3 Without natural affection, trucebreakers, false accusers, incontinent, fierce, despisers of those that are good,
2 Timothy 3:3 — Word Study on "trucebreakers" - Strong says the Greek word "trucebreakers" ( ἄσπονδος) (G 786) literally means, "without libation," and figuratively, "truceless." The ASV reads, "implacable."

2 Timothy 3:3 — Word Study on "fierce" - Strong says the Greek word "fierce" ( ἀνήμερος) (G 434) means, "savage." 

Comments - The idea of fierce people describes wicked murderers and serial killers.

2 Timothy 3:4 Traitors, heady, highminded, lovers of pleasures more than lovers of God;
2 Timothy 3:4 — "Traitors" - Illustration- Delilah betrayed Samson.

Judges 16:5-6, "And the lords of the Philistines came up unto her, and said unto her, Entice him, and see wherein his great strength lieth, and by what means we may prevail against him, that we may bind him to afflict him: and we will give thee every one of us eleven hundred pieces of silver. And Delilah said to Samson, Tell me, I pray thee, wherein thy great strength lieth, and wherewith thou mightest be bound to afflict thee."

2 Timothy 3:5 Having a form of godliness, but denying the power thereof: from such turn away.
2 Timothy 3:5 — "Having a form of godliness" - 2 Timothy 3:1-4 describes a society without virtues and full of vices; yet, this society will maintain a form of religion.

2 Timothy 3:5 — Comments- Godliness will produce a manifested power from God in the life of a believer. Such evil men will claim to be godly but have no divine attributes to support such claims. We often attribute this statement to those who people who deny the gifts and operations of the Holy Spirit in signs and miracles as being relevant today. Jack Hayford notes that this phrase "denying the power thereof" also refers to the power of the Gospel to inflict judgment in the Church in order to purge out sin. He believes that this is the more important issue being discussed within the context of this epistle, which deals with Church order and discipline to maintain that order. In the last days there will be Church leaders who will move in the gifts, but who refuse correction when they are in sin. The Gospel has the power to convict, heal and restore backsliders into the fold. However, many will deny this aspect of the Gospel and continue in their sins. 21]

21] Jack Hayford, "Sermon," Joyce Meyer Ministries Minister's Conference, St. Louis, Missouri.

2 Timothy 3:6 For of this sort are they which creep into houses, and lead captive silly women laden with sins, led away with divers lusts,
2 Timothy 3:6 — "led away with divers lusts" - Comments- The phrase "led away with divers lusts refers to these silly women who are mentioned in this verse, since the participle "led away" is in the accusative case, matching "women."

2 Timothy 3:7 Ever learning, and never able to come to the knowledge of the truth.
2 Timothy 3:7 — Comments- These Greek participle in 2 Timothy 3:7 "learning" and the phrase "never able" refer to the "silly women" of the previous verse. Today, more is known about this and that than at any other time in history, yet few people are seeking knowledge about God and His Word.

2 Timothy 3:6-7 — Comments- Silly Women- The description of silly women in 2 Timothy 3:6-7. shows them burdened by sin and led about by various lusts ( 2 Timothy 3:6), always learning, never able to come to the knowledge of the truth. ( 2 Timothy 3:7)

2 Timothy 3:8 Now as Jannes and Jambres withstood Moses, so do these also resist the truth: men of corrupt minds, reprobate concerning the faith.
2 Timothy 3:8 — "Now as Jannes and Jambres withstood Moses" - Comments- The Greek phrase όν τρόπον is translated in the single English word "as." This phrase means, "in the manner in which." Thus, "in the same manner in which Jannes and Jambres withstood Moses..." 2 Timothy 3:8 tells us that there will be deceivers in the last days working miracles and operating in witchcraft just as these two magicians did during the time of Moses. In what manner did they withstand Moses? Ancient Jewish tradition tells us that Jannes and Jambres opposed Moses copying the miracles of his in (1) turning their rods into serpents ( Exodus 7:11), (2) turning water into blood ( Exodus 7:22), and (3) causing frogs to come up on the land ( Exodus 8:7).

Exodus 7:11, "Then Pharaoh also called the wise men and the sorcerers: now the magicians of Egypt, they also did in like manner with their enchantments."

Exodus 7:22,"And the magicians of Egypt did so with their enchantments: and Pharaoh"s heart was hardened, neither did he hearken unto them; as the LORD had said."

Exodus 8:7, "And the magicians did so with their enchantments, and brought up frogs upon the land of Egypt."

The only place in the Old or New Testaments where the names Jannes and Jambres are used is found in 2 Timothy 3:8. We know from the context that this refers to the magicians that stood before Moses, when he appeared before Pharaoh (see Exodus 7:11).

Exodus 7:11, "Then Pharaoh also called the wise men and the sorcerers: now the magicians of Egypt, they also did in like manner with their enchantments."

These two names originated in ancient Jewish writings outside the Sacred Scriptures, being found in the tradition of the Talmudists and Rabbis. F. F. Bruce tells us that these two names are mentioned in The Targum of Jonathan Ben Uzziel On the Pentateuch (see Exodus 1:15; Exodus 7:11, Numbers 22:22) as well as in the Babylonian Talmud (Menachoth 85a) and in other rabbinical literature, which identifies them as Balaam's two sons. Bruce goes on to tell us that one of the documents discovered with the Dead Sea Scrolls, called "the Zadokite Work, a Qumran document of about 100 B.C, speaks of ‘Jannes and his brother' as being raised up by Belial when Moses and Aaron were raised up by the ‘Prince of Lights'". 22] The TWOT gives additional references where these two names appear in Jewish literature. 23]

22] F. F. Bruce, The Books and the Parchments (Old Tappan, New Jersey: Fleming H. Revell Company, 1963), 257-8.

23] See The Babylonian Talmud, Tract Menachoth, 85a; Ex. r, 7 on ; Tract Menachoth, 85a; Ex. r, 9 on 7:12, Yalkut Shim'oni on Exodus 2:15, No 168, Yalkut Shim'oni on Exodus 14:24, No 235, Midrash ויושׁע, loc. cit.; Tanch. כי תשׁא, 15 on Exodus 32. See Gerhard Kittel, G. W. Bromiley, and Gerhard Friedrich, eds, Theological Dictionary of the New Testament, vols 5-9, vol 10 compiled by Ronald Pitkin, (electronic ed.) (Grand Rapids, Michigan: Eerdmans, 1964-c 1976), in Libronix Digital Library System, v 21c [CD-ROM] (Bellingham, WA: Libronix Corp, 2000-2004), 3:193.

"And Pharoh told that Hebrews , being asleep, had seen in his dream, and, behold, all the land of Mizraim was placed in one scale of a balance, and a lamb, the young of a sheep, was ill the other scale; and the scale with the lamb in it overweighed. Forthwith he sent and called all the magicians of Mizraim, and imparted to them his dream. Immediately Jannis and Jambres, the chief of the magicians, opened their mouth and answered Pharoh? A certain child is about to be born in the congregation of Israel, by whose hand will be destruction to all the land of Mizraim." (Targum of Jonathan, on Exodus 1:15) 24]

24] J. W. Etheridge, ed, The Targum of Jonathan Ben Uzziel On the Pentateuch With The Fragments of the Jerusalem Targum From the Chaldee (London: Longman, Green, Longman, and Roberts, 1862).

( וקרא לחוד פרעה לחכימייא ולחרשייא ועבדו לחוד הינון יניס וימבריס חרשין דבמצרים בלחשי קוסמיהון היכדין) (Targum of Jonathan, on Exodus 7:11) 25]

25] Stephen A. Kaufman, ed, Comprehensive Aramaic Lexicon, in Targum Pseudo-Jonathan to the Pentateuch (Jerusalem: Hebrew Union College, 2005 [electronic edition]), in Libronix Digital Library System, v 21c [CD-ROM] (Bellingham, WA: Libronix Corp, 2000-2004), Exodus 7:11.

"And Bileam, arose in the morning, and saddled his ass, and went with the princes of Moab. [JERUSALEM. And Bileam arose in the morning, and made ready his ass, and went with the princes of Moab.] But the anger of the Lord was provoked, because he would go (that he might) curse them; and the angel of the Lord stood in the way to be an adversary to him. But he sat upon his ass, and his two young men, Jannes and Jambres, were with him." (Targum of Jonathan, on Numbers 22:22) 26]

26] J. W. Etheridge, ed, The Targum of Jonathan Ben Uzziel On the Pentateuch With The Fragments of the Jerusalem Targum From the Chaldee (London: Longman, Green, Longman, and Roberts, 1862).

"All [offerings] must be offered from the choicest produce, etc. Johana and Mamre said to Moshe, ‘Wouldst thou carry straw to Hafaraim?' He answered them, ‘There is a common saying. "Bring herbs to Herbtown."'" (Talmud, Tract Menachoth, 85a) 27]

27] Greg Killian, The Oral Law (Lacey, Washington: The Watchman) [on-line]; accessed 25 February 2009; available from http://www.betemunah.org/orallaw.html; Internet.

In his writing The Defense of Apuleius, Lucius Apuleius (A.D 123-170) makes a reference to Moses and Jannes.

"Although I might, with the greatest justice, make use of these arguments, still, I spare you them; nor do I deem it enough to have abundantly proved my innocence on all the points on which you accuse me, and to have never allowed the slightest suspicion even of the practice of magic to attach to me. Only consider what a degree of confidence in my own innocence I display, and what supreme contempt of you [my accusers], when I say that if even the slightest ground shall appear why I should have coveted this match with Pudentilla for the sake of any advantage to myself, if you shall prove the most trifling gain to me thereby, then may I be held to be a Phrynondas, a Damigeron, a Moses, a Jannes, an Apollonius, or even Dardanus himself, or any one else, who, since the days of Zoroaster and Ostanes, has been celebrated among magicians." 28]

28] The Defense of Apuleius, in The Works of Apuleius (London: William Clowes and Sons, 1878), 336-7.

Origen (A.D 185-254), in his commentary on Matthew 27:9, states that there was an apocryphal book--not yet rediscovered--called "The Book of Jannes and Jambres." Origen says that Paul is quoting from this lost book here in 2 Timothy 3:8. 29] Origen also mentions these two individuals in his work Against Celsus.
29] "Orig. on Matthew 27:9 (only in the Lat. translation: Item quod ait: "Sicut Iamnes et Mambres restiterunt Moysi," non invenitur in publicis Iibris, sed in libro secreto qui suprascribitur liber lamnes et Mambres)." Gerhard Kittel, G. W. Bromiley, and Gerhard Friedrich, eds, Theological Dictionary of the New Testament, vols 5-9, vol 10 compiled by Ronald Pitkin, (electronic ed.) (Grand Rapids, Michigan: Eerdmans, 1964-c 1976), in Libronix Digital Library System, v 21c [CD-ROM] (Bellingham, WA: Libronix Corp, 2000-2004), 3:193.

"He [Celsus] relates also the account respecting Moses, and Jannes, and Jambres." (Origen, Against Celsus, 451) 30]

30] Origen, in A Select Library of Nicene and Post-Nicene Fathers of the Christian Church, American edition, vol 4: Fathers of the Third Century: Tertullian, Part Fourth; Minucius Felix; Commodian; Origen, Parts First and Second, eds. Henry Wace and Philip Schaff (Edinburgh: T. & T. Clark, Grand Rapids; Michigan: William B. Eerdmans Publishing Company; Oak Harbor, WA: Logos Research Systems, 1997 [electronic edition]), in Libronix Digital Library System, v 21c [CD-ROM] (Bellingham, WA: Libronix Corp, 2000-2009).

The TWOT says, "Pope Gelasius [d 496] in his Decretum De Libris Recipiendis et Non Recipiendis also mentions an apocryphal Book of Jannes and Jambres (Iiber qui appellatur Paenitentia Jamne et Mambre apocryphus)" [Line 303, ed. E. v. Dobschtz, TU, 3. Reihe, 8, 4 (1912), 12] 31]

31] Gerhard Kittel, G. W. Bromiley, and Gerhard Friedrich, eds, Theological Dictionary of the New Testament, vols 5-9, vol 10 compiled by Ronald Pitkin, (electronic ed.) (Grand Rapids, Michigan: Eerdmans, 1964-c 1976), in Libronix Digital Library System, v 21c [CD-ROM] (Bellingham, WA: Libronix Corp, 2000-2004), .

2 Timothy 3:8 — Comments- Paul's illustration from the Old Testament of the resistance that Moses encountered from the magicians of Pharaoh in 2 Timothy 3:8 alludes to the resist that Paul the apostle faces with Alexander the coppersmith, which he will mention in 2 Timothy 4:14-15.

2 Timothy 4:14-15, "Alexander the coppersmith did me much evil: the Lord reward him according to his works: Of whom be thou ware also; for he hath greatly withstood our words."

2 Timothy 3:9 But they shall proceed no further: for their folly shall be manifest unto all men, as theirs also was.
2 Timothy 3:9 — "for their folly shall be manifest unto all men" - Comments - How often we read in the media of a leader, whether in government, business or church, who has a moral failure after years of folly.

2 Timothy 3:9 — "as theirs also was" - Comments - The personal pronoun "theirs" refers to Jannes and Jambres. Their folly was revealed. How? Note Exodus 8:18-19. Jannes and Jambres tried to copy the fourth plague of Moses, but could not. They confessed that the plague was of God.

Exodus 8:18-19, "And the magicians did so with their enchantments to bring forth lice, but they could not: so there were lice upon Prayer of Manasseh , and upon beast. Then the magicians said unto Pharaoh, This is the finger of God: and Pharaoh"s heart was hardened, and he hearkened not unto them; as the LORD had said."



Verses 1-17 

Sanctification of the Holy Spirit: Perseverance (Continue in what He has Learned) - Paul next reflects upon Timothy's divine calling from the perspective of the need to perseverance, which is a daily process of sanctification by the Holy Spirit. There will be much opposition as evil abounds and some resist the truth of God's Word ( 2 Timothy 3:1-9). Paul gives himself as one who has also had to persevere against such evil men ( 2 Timothy 3:10-12). He then exhorts Timothy persevere in ministering the Word of God to ( 2 Timothy 3:13-17). Timothy is to respond to this exhortation and example by continuing in what he has learned ( 2 Timothy 3:14).

Outline - Here is a proposed outline:

1. The Character of Men in the Last Days — 2 Timothy 3:1-9
2. Paul's Example of Perseverance Amidst Hardships — 2 Timothy 3:10-12
3. Paul Exhorts Timothy to Follow His Example of Perseverance — 2 Timothy 3:13-17


Verses 10-12 

Paul's Example of Perseverance Amidst Hardships - In 2 Timothy 3:10-12 Paul gives himself as an example of a faithful servant of God who has endured hardships.

2 Timothy 3:10 But thou hast fully known my doctrine, manner of life, purpose, faith, longsuffering, charity, patience,
2 Timothy 3:10 — "But thou hast fully known my doctrine" - Comments - As we consider what doctrine Paul the apostle delivered unto Timothy to hold fast to, we ask what were these words, and are they recorded anywhere. We need look no further than the nine Pauline Church Epistles to find the doctrines of the New Testament Church that Paul laid down in writing. 

2 Timothy 3:11 Persecutions, afflictions, which came unto me at Antioch, at Iconium, at Lystra; what persecutions I endured: but out of them all the Lord delivered me.
2 Timothy 3:11 — "out of them all the Lord delivered me" - Scripture References- Note a similar verse:

Psalm 34:18, "The LORD is nigh unto them that are of a broken heart; and saveth such as be of a contrite spirit."

2 Timothy 3:12 Yea, and all that will live godly in Christ Jesus shall suffer persecution.
2 Timothy 3:12 — Scripture References- Note other confirming Scriptures:

Psalm 34:19, "Many are the afflictions of the righteous: but the LORD delivereth him out of them all."

John 16:33, "These things I have spoken unto you, that in me ye might have peace. In the world ye shall have tribulation: but be of good cheer; I have overcome the world."

Acts 14:22, "Confirming the souls of the disciples, and exhorting them to continue in the faith, and that we must through much tribulation enter into the kingdom of God."

Philippians 1:29, "For unto you it is given in the behalf of Christ, not only to believe on him, but also to suffer for his sake;"

1 Peter 5:9, "Whom resist stedfast in the faith, knowing that the same afflictions are accomplished in your brethren that are in the world."



Verses 13-17 

Paul Exhorts Timothy to Follow His Example of Perseverance - In 2 Timothy 3:13-17 Paul exhorts Timothy to follow his own example and persevere in his ministry.

2 Timothy 3:13 But evil men and seducers shall wax worse and worse, deceiving, and being deceived.
2 Timothy 3:13 — Comments- From the time that Adam and Eve sinned in the Garden of Eden, sin has been taking root and growing in this earth. Therefore, the world has progressively become more and more evil throughout the centuries. We see this progress when Jesus spoke of the signs of the last days when the Son of Man will come. He described the earth as excessively wicked and corrupt ( Mark 13:8).

Mark 13:8, "For nation shall rise against nation, and kingdom against kingdom: and there shall be earthquakes in divers places, and there shall be famines and troubles: these are the beginnings of sorrows."

2 Timothy 3:14 But continue thou in the things which thou hast learned and hast been assured of, knowing of whom thou hast learned them;
2 Timothy 3:15 And that from a child thou hast known the holy scriptures, which are able to make thee wise unto salvation through faith which is in Christ Jesus.
2 Timothy 3:15 — Comments- In 2 Timothy 3:15 Paul explains that the early Church found their initial understand of Christ redemptive work from the Old Testament, until the canon of the New Testament was written and distributed to the churches.

2 Timothy 3:16 All scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for instruction in righteousness:
2 Timothy 3:16 — "All scripture is given by inspiration of God" - Comments- The Lord gave the Old Testament prophets messages that were word for word: ( Jeremiah 1:9, Isaiah 51:16). Messages from God in the Old Testament and New Testament could have been given word for word, just as the gifts of prophecy, tongues and interpretation of tongues are done today.

Isaiah 51:16, "And I have put my words in thy mouth, and I have covered thee in the shadow of mine hand, that I may plant the heavens, and lay the foundations of the earth, and say unto Zion, Thou art my people."

Jeremiah 1:9, "Then the LORD put forth his hand, and touched my mouth. And the LORD said unto me, Behold, I have put my words in thy mouth."

Scriptural inspiration of both Old and New Testament is testified in the Bible:

Confirmation of the Old Testament Scriptures- Throughout the Old Testament, prophets used the phrase, "Thus saith the Lord," testifying to the inspiration of the prophecy.

2 Chronicles 20:14-17, "Then upon Jahaziel the son of Zechariah , the son of Benaiah, the son of Jeiel, the son of Mattaniah, a Levite of the sons of Asaph, came the Spirit of the LORD in the midst of the congregation; And he said, Hearken ye, all Judah, and ye inhabitants of Jerusalem, and thou king Jehoshaphat, Thus saith the LORD unto you, Be not afraid nor dismayed by reason of this great multitude; for the battle is not yours, but God"s. To morrow go ye down against them: behold, they come up by the cliff of Ziz; and ye shall find them at the end of the brook, before the wilderness of Jeruel. Ye shall not need to fight in this battle: set yourselves, stand ye still, and see the salvation of the LORD with you, O Judah and Jerusalem: fear not, nor be dismayed; to morrow go out against them: for the LORD will be with you."

Note other confirmations of the Old Testament Scriptures:

Exodus 24:4, "And Moses wrote all the words of the LORD, and rose up early in the morning, and builded an altar under the hill, and twelve pillars, according to the twelve tribes of Israel."

2 Samuel 23:2, "The Spirit of the LORD spake by me, and his word was in my tongue."

1 Chronicles 28:19, "All this, said David, the LORD made me understand in writing by his hand upon me, even all the works of this pattern."

Nehemiah 9:30, "Yet many years didst thou forbear them, and testifiedst against them by thy spirit in thy prophets: yet would they not give ear: therefore gavest thou them into the hand of the people of the lands."

Psalm 119:89, "For ever, O LORD, thy word is settled in heaven."

The phrase "Word of God" occurs over 4000 times in Old Testament, with each use testifying to the inspiration of Scriptures. Note some of these verses about the Word of God:

Psalm 19:7, "The law of the LORD is perfect, converting the soul: the testimony of the LORD is sure, making wise the simple."

Psalm 119:89, "For ever, O LORD, thy word is settled in heaven."

Proverbs 30:5, "Every word of God is pure: he is a shield unto them that put their trust in him."

Matthew 4:4, "But he answered and said, It is written, Man shall not live by bread alone, but by every word that proceedeth out of the mouth of God."

Matthew 5:18, "For verily I say unto you, Till heaven and earth pass, one jot or one tittle shall in no wise pass from the law, till all be fulfilled."

John 10:35, "If he called them gods, unto whom the word of God came, and the scripture cannot be broken;"

Jesus testified to the inspiration of the Psalm:

Matthew 22:43, "He saith unto them, How then doth David in spirit call him Lord, saying,"

Jesus tells us in the Sermon on the Mount that every word of the Old Testament Scriptures would come to pass.

Matthew 5:17-18, "Think not that I am come to destroy the law, or the prophets: I am not come to destroy, but to fulfil. For verily I say unto you, Till heaven and earth pass, one jot or one tittle shall in no wise pass from the law, till all be fulfilled."

Jesus gave testimony to the inspiration and authority of the Scriptures in other places:

Luke 1:70, "As he spake by the mouth of his holy prophets, which have been since the world began:"

John 10:35, "If he called them gods, unto whom the word of God came, and the scripture cannot be broken;"

John 17:17, "Sanctify them through thy truth: thy word is truth."

Paul calls this passage in Deuteronomy "the scripture":

1 Timothy 5:18, "For the scripture saith, Thou shalt not muzzle the ox that treadeth out the corn. And, The labourer is worthy of his reward."

Deuteronomy 25:4, "Thou shalt not muzzle the ox when he treadeth out the corn."

Hebrews 1:1-2, "God, who at sundry times and in divers manners spake in time past unto the fathers by the prophets, Hath in these last days spoken unto us by his Song of Solomon , whom he hath appointed heir of all things, by whom also he made the worlds;"

Peter testified to the inspiration of Scriptures:

2 Peter 1:20-21, "Knowing this first, that no prophecy of the scripture is of any private interpretation. For the prophecy came not in old time by the will of man: but holy men of God spake as they were moved by the Holy Ghost."

Confirmation of the New Testament Scriptures:
John 16:13, "Howbeit when Hebrews , the Spirit of truth, is come, he will guide you into all truth: for he shall not speak of himself; but whatsoever he shall hear, that shall he speak: and he will shew you things to come."

1 Corinthians 2:12-13, "Now we have received, not the spirit of the world, but the spirit which is of God; that we might know the things that are freely given to us of God. Which things also we speak, not in the words which man"s wisdom teacheth, but which the Holy Ghost teacheth; comparing spiritual things with spiritual."

1 Corinthians 7:10, "And unto the married I command, yet not I, but the Lord, Let not the wife depart from her husband:"

1 Corinthians 7:40, "But she is happier if she so abide, after my judgment: and I think also that I have the Spirit of God."

1 Corinthians 14:37, "If any man think himself to be a prophet, or spiritual, let him acknowledge that the things that I write unto you are the commandments of the Lord."

Paul calls the passage in the Gospel of Luke "the scripture" in 1 Timothy 5:18 :

1 Timothy 5:18, "For the scripture saith, Thou shalt not muzzle the ox that treadeth out the corn. And, The labourer is worthy of his reward."

Luke 10:7, "And in the same house remain, eating and drinking such things as they give: for the labourer is worthy of his hire. Go not from house to house."

Hebrews 4:12, "For the word of God is quick, and powerful, and sharper than any twoedged sword, piercing even to the dividing asunder of soul and spirit, and of the joints and marrow, and is a discerner of the thoughts and intents of the heart."

Peter equals Paul's writing to other divinely inspired Scriptures:

2 Peter 3:16, "As also in all his epistles, speaking in them of these things; in which are some things hard to be understood, which they that are unlearned and unstable wrest, as they do also the other scriptures, unto their own destruction."

2 Timothy 3:16 — "and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for instruction in righteousness" - Comments- These terms could be in a progression:

1. Doctrine - Learning the Bible.

2. Reproof - Conviction of sin.

3. Correction- Correcting our lives to line up with the Word of God.

4. Instruction in righteousness- Beginning to walk according to Bible doctrine.

As we read the Holy Scriptures, the Spirit of God quickens these verses to us as a "rhema" word for our present situations, giving us wisdom and specific instructions for specific situations. On many occasions, a Scripture has been quickened to me in a particular situation, and given me insight as to how to respond at that time in my spiritual journey.

2 Timothy 3:17 That the man of God may be perfect, throughly furnished unto all good works.
2 Timothy 3:16-17 — Comments- The Inspiration of Scriptures - 2 Timothy 2:16-17 is the clearest statement in the Scriptures declaring its divine inspiration, one of the Bible's key divine attributes.

Comments- The Scriptures as Our Handbook- The Bible is our "Job Manual," showing us how to conduct our duties as servant of God. If we lay aside "the Manual," we will not be able to do our job correctly. For example, when a man is hired for a Job , he does not just start working in an unfamiliar environment. He is taught and instructed, and many times he is given a job manual. If the newly hired employee does not study hard and pay attention, he may hang on to the job barely without excelling, or even be fired because he is very slothful. So it is when we become a Christian. 

04 Chapter 4 
Verses 1-8 

Glorification: Preach the Word- Paul next reflects upon Timothy's divine calling from the perspective of his hope of glorification in Heaven. Paul now bases he charge to fulfill his ministry upon the fact that Timothy will be judged one day at the throne of God for how well he fulfilled his ministry ( 2 Timothy 4:1-5). Paul again uses himself as an example of a servant who has been faithful and can look forward to receiving a crown of righteousness ( 2 Timothy 4:6-8). Timothy is to respond to this exhortation and example by preaching the Word of God, in season and out of season ( 2 Timothy 4:1).

1. Paul Charges Timothy in Light of Eternal Judgment — 2 Timothy 4:1-5
2. Paul's Example of Hope in Glorification — 2 Timothy 4:6-8
2 Timothy 4:1-5 — Paul Charges Timothy in Light of Eternal Judgment - In 2 Timothy 4:1-5 Paul charges Timothy to deliver God's Word to men in life of eternal judgment.

2 Timothy 4:1 I charge thee therefore before God, and the Lord Jesus Christ, who shall judge the quick and the dead at his appearing and his kingdom;
2 Timothy 4:2 — "I charge thee therefore before God, and the Lord Jesus Christ" - Comments- Paul had been given the divine calling to preach the Gospel to the Gentiles. He was appointed by Jesus Christ as an apostle to the Gentiles. In 2 Timothy 4:2 Paul delegates his authority to Timothy with a charge that carries divine implications.

2 Timothy 4:2 — "who shall judge the quick and the dead at his appearing and his kingdom" - Comments- In 2 Timothy 4:1 Paul refers to the Second Coming of Christ Jesus when He will set up His earthly kingdom and reign from Jerusalem. There He will judge men and establish righteousness upon the earth.

2 Timothy 4:2 Preach the word; be instant in season, out of season; reprove, rebuke, exhort with all longsuffering and doctrine.
2 Timothy 4:2 — "Preach the word" - Comments- It is by speaking the Word of God that supreme authority is exercised. The greatest authority in the universe is God's Word. Paul understood Timothy's need to speak with divine authority as an evangelist.

"be instant in season, out of season" - Comments- We find an interesting insight into Paul's charge to Timothy to preach the Word in 2 Timothy 4:2 when comparing a similar charge from Jesus to His disciples when sending them out by twos. In Matthew 10:5-42 Jesus instructs His disciples to preach the Gospel of the Kingdom "as they go". I can see them trying to come up with a sermon or the words to say before they went out into the villages and highways to preach to the people. They would have felt the need to prepare a message before leaving. But, as God's servants must learn, the Holy Spirit will always be faithful to inspire us and to anoint us in due season. This is why He had to also tell them in this discourse not to worry about what to say, for God would give them the very words to say. 

Matthew 10:19, "But when they deliver you up, take no thought how or what ye shall speak: for it shall be given you in that same hour what ye shall speak."

The parallel passage in Mark's Gospel, which places more emphasis upon the proclamation of the Gospel, says it better. 

Mark 13:11, "But when they shall lead you, and deliver you up, take no thought beforehand what ye shall speak, neither do ye premeditate: but whatsoever shall be given you in that hour, that speak ye: for it is not ye that speak, but the Holy Ghost."

Mark had certainly seen Peter the apostle preaching under the anointing of the Holy Ghost, and Peter had seen the Lord Jesus Christ preaching under the anointing, being instant, in season and out of season. Thus, Paul's phrase "be instant in season, out of season" means to be always ready to speak under the inspiration of the Holy Spirit because He will be there every time to anoint him. Paul was simply telling this young preach from years of personal experience that God would be faithful to speak through him on all occasions and with all types of messages. Young Timothy must learn to let the Holy Spirit lead him on what needed to be said for each occasion, whether it was with reprove, rebuke, or exhortation with all longsuffering and doctrine. For we see Jesus Christ in the Gospel speaking different ways to different people. Some He instructed and encouraged because of their good hearts. Others He rebuked because of the hardness of their hearts. While others He corrected because of their simple ignorance.

"reprove, rebuke, exhort" - Comments - Note some modern English translations of this phrase: 

The ASV translates the word "reprove" as "bring to the proof"

NIV, "correct, rebuke and encourage"

RSV, "convince, rebuke, and exhort"

YLT, "convict, rebuke, exhort"

We can see that the preaching of the Word initially convicts men's hearts of the need to repent of their sins. For those who reject the Gospel, the need to rebuke follows the proclamation. But, for those who accept the Gospel, the need to exhort and encourage them in the faith should follow.

"with all longsuffering and doctrine" - Comments - Finally Paul says, "with all longsuffering and doctrine". That Isaiah , reprove, rebuke and exhort by sitting down with God's Word and patiently showing them the right way. This phrase simply says that a person must walk in love with those to whom one is ministering. Paul has explained to Timothy earlier in this epistle how to use the Word of God with longsuffering ( 2 Timothy 2:24-26). 

2 Timothy 2:24-26, "And the servant of the Lord must not strive; but be gentle unto all men, apt to teach, patient, In meekness instructing those that oppose themselves; if God peradventure will give them repentance to the acknowledging of the truth; And that they may recover themselves out of the snare of the devil, who are taken captive by him at his will."

2 Timothy 4:2 — Comments - 2 Timothy 4:2 describes the work of an evangelist, which Timothy is called to in 2 Timothy 4:5. It is this explosive passion and energy in the proclamation of the Gospel that characterizes an evangelist.

2 Timothy 4:3 For the time will come when they will not endure sound doctrine; but after their own lusts shall they heap to themselves teachers, having itching ears;
2 Timothy 4:3 — "but after their own lusts" - Comments - They will form doctrines to live by which correspond to their fleshly lusts. Homosexuals will reason their wickedness from Scriptures. Covetous peoples will reason their lusts for earthly gain, etc.

2 Timothy 4:3 — "shall they heap to themselves teachers" - Comments - Paul chooses the term "teachers" in his charge to Timothy. Within the context of the Pastoral Epistles, the fables mentioned in the next verse ( 2 Timothy 4:4) very likely refer to Jewish fables, as mentioned in Titus 1:14. For example, the epistles of 1Timothy and Titus are full of references that indicate Jewish traditions as well as Greek philosophies were threatening to take root within the teachings of this church. We find evidences of Jewish heresies in phrases such as "endless genealogies" ( 1 Timothy 1:4), "desiring to be teacher of the law" ( 1 Timothy 1:7), "there are many unruly and vain talkers and deceivers, specially they of the circumcision" ( Titus 1:10), "Jewish fables, and commandments of men" ( Titus 1:14) and "foolish questions, and genealogies, and contentions, and strivings about the law" ( Titus 3:9). There are references to Greek philosophy and Gnosticism in phrases such as "forbidding to marry, and commanding to abstain from meats" ( 1 Timothy 4:3) and "avoiding profane and vain babblings, and oppositions of science falsely so called" ( 1 Timothy 6:20). Paul the apostle was determined to combat these enemies of the Cross and decided to keep Timothy at Ephesus to set it in order, both in doctrine and in practice.

In the Gospels Jesus was often call by this title, which is actually the Greek equivalent of the Hebrew/Aramaic term "rabbi". Since Paul is warning Timothy about these Jewish teachings, it was a term, or office, that he clearly understood would fit the Jewish community. We see it used again in Hebrews 5:12 and James 3:1 within the context of Jewish recipients to these two General Epistles..

Hebrews 5:12, "For when for the time ye ought to be teachers, ye have need that one teach you again which be the first principles of the oracles of God; and are become such as have need of milk, and not of strong meat."

James 3:1, "My brethren, be not many masters, knowing that we shall receive the greater condemnation."

2 Timothy 4:3 — Comments - Every generation of mankind has rejected the truth of God's Word for a lie. Isaiah reveals this depravity in the nation of Israel ( Isaiah 30:9-10). Paul explained this characteristic in the Gentiles ( Romans 1:25).

Isaiah 30:9-10, "That this is a rebellious people, lying children, children that will not hear the law of the Lord: Which say to the seers, See not; and to the prophets, Prophesy not unto us right things, speak unto us smooth things, prophesy deceits:"

Romans 1:25, "Who changed the truth of God into a lie, and worshipped and served the creature more than the Creator, who is blessed for ever. Amen."

2 Timothy 4:4 And they shall turn away their ears from the truth, and shall be turned unto fables.
2 Timothy 4:3-4 — Comments - The Office of an Evangelist- Timothy's preaching must be dynamic and confrontational, since he is trying to rescue poor souls from sin, and ultimately from eternal damnation. Again, 2 Timothy 4:2-4 reflects the office and ministry of the evangelist. 

2 Timothy 4:5 But watch thou in all things, endure afflictions, do the work of an evangelist, make full proof of thy ministry.
2 Timothy 4:5 — "But watch thou in all things, endure afflictions" - Comments - Because Timothy has been charged in 2 Timothy 4:1-4 to be confrontational in turning the hearts of men from damnation, there will be those who will resist and oppose him. One example is Alexander the coppersmith and his cohort, who had been an enemy of the Gospel in the city of Ephesus ( Acts 19:33, 1 Timothy 1:20, 2 Timothy 4:14). Jesus said, "Behold, I send you forth as sheep in the midst of wolves: be ye therefore wise as serpents, and harmless as doves." ( Matthew 10:16) Therefore, in 2 Timothy 4:5 Paul warns Timothy to be watchful can careful in all matters. Others may attempt to cause him to fall morally, or to kill him through violence or food poisoning, or by simply inflicting hardships upon him in various ways.

Acts 19:33, "And they drew Alexander out of the multitude, the Jews putting him forward. And Alexander beckoned with the hand, and would have made his defence unto the people."

1 Timothy 1:20, "Of whom is Hymenaeus and Alexander; whom I have delivered unto Satan, that they may learn not to blaspheme."

2 Timothy 4:14, "Alexander the coppersmith did me much evil: the Lord reward him according to his works"

2 Timothy 4:5 — "do the work of an evangelist" - Comments - 2 Timothy 4:5 reveals the office and ministry that Timothy was called into. This gift as an evangelist was probably confirmed when Paul and other church elders laid hands upon him and prophesied over him, as stated in 1 Timothy 4:14 and 2 Timothy 1:6. 

1 Timothy 4:14, "Neglect not the gift that is in thee, which was given thee by prophecy, with the laying on of the hands of the presbytery."

2 Timothy 1:6, "Wherefore I put thee in remembrance that thou stir up the gift of God, which is in thee by the putting on of my hands."

2 Timothy 4:5 — Word Study on "make full proof" - Strong says the Greek word "make full proof" ( πληροφορέω) (G 4135) means, "to completely assure (or convince), entirely accomplish." This Greek word is used five times in the New Testament. Note the other four New Testament uses that support the meaning "completely assure":

Luke 1:1, "Forasmuch as many have taken in hand to set forth in order a declaration of those things which are most surely believed among us,"

Romans 4:21, "And being fully persuaded that, what he had promised, he was able also to perform."

Romans 14:5, "One man esteemeth one day above another: another esteemeth every day alike. Let every man be fully persuaded in his own mind."

2 Timothy 4:17, "Notwithstanding the Lord stood with me, and strengthened me; that by me the preaching might be fully known, and that all the Gentiles might hear: and I was delivered out of the mouth of the lion.

However, it can also mean, "to entirely accomplish."

ASV, "But be thou sober in all things, suffer hardship, do the work of an evangelist, fulfil thy ministry."

NIV, "But you, keep your head in all situations, endure hardship, do the work of an evangelist, discharge all the duties of your ministry."

Rotherham, "But, thou, be sober in all things, suffer hardship, do, the work, of an evangelist, thy ministry, completely fulfill;"

2 Timothy 4:5 — Comments- In 2 Timothy 4:5 Paul exhorts Timothy to finish the purpose and plan in his life that God has given to him. He is exhorted to finish his course as Paul has finished his. Paul then gives himself as an example of this in verses 6-8 as words of encouragement. This is because Paul the apostle did not tell others to achieve goals that he himself had not achieved. That Isaiah , he never boasted in other men"s labors ( 2 Corinthians 10:15).

2 Corinthians 10:15, "Not boasting of things without our measure, that Isaiah , of other men"s labours; but having hope, when your faith is increased, that we shall be enlarged by you according to our rule abundantly,"

This verse in 2 Timothy 4:5 gives us the four conditions to receiving eternal rewards. These four conditions develop in our lives in a progressive order. If we follow them, they will lead us into our calling. If we finish our calling, we will receive a full reward ( 2 John 1:8).

2 John 1:8, "Look to yourselves, that we lose not those things which we have wrought, but that we receive a full reward."

(1) "But watch thou in all things" - We must first begin to live godly and sober lives. When we get serious with God, He gets serious with us. 

(2) "endure afflictions" - Second, we must endure the afflictions that come with living a Godly lifestyle. God will prove us to see if we are serious about our calling, if we can be counted faithful ( 1 Timothy 1:12). This testing period is necessary because it produces Godly character. Note:

Romans 5:3-4, "And not only so: we also exult in our sufferings, knowing as we do, that suffering produces fortitude; fortitude, ripeness of character; and ripeness of character, hope;" (Weymouth)

Romans 5:3-4, "Not only Song of Solomon , but we also rejoice in our sufferings, because we know that suffering produces perseverance; perseverance, character, and character, hope." (NIV)

(3) "do the work of an evangelist" - Third, as we continue living this Godly lifestyle, God will move us into our particular calling and work.

1 Timothy 1:12, "And I thank Christ Jesus our Lord, who hath enabled me, for that he counted me faithful, putting me into the ministry;"

We must serve within the calling that the Lord has given to each of us.

(4) "make full proof of thy ministry" - Fourth, we must finish the work that God has called each of us to do within that calling. Just as Paul is about to give himself as an example to Timothy of one who has finished his course, so must God require of us to fulfill this calling. For example, in 1969 the Lord told Arthur Blessitt to carry the cross that was on his wall into every nation on earth by the year 2000. He completed this calling in 1998 by carrying the cross into Iraq and North Korea. 32]

32] Arthur Blessitt, interviewed by Matthew Crouch, Behind the Scenes, on Trinity Broadcasting Network (Santa Ana, California, 2008), television program.

Summary- If we meet these four conditions, as Paul the apostle did in 2 Timothy 4:6-8, we, too, will receive a crown of righteousness. God has created each of us to look different. No one person looks alike. Even identical twins have differences. I know because I am an identical twin. I believe that one reason God created every one of us as unique individuals is because this is a type and figure of the fact that God gives each of us a unique calling and word to do in the Kingdom of God.

If we see in 2 John 1:8 that we can receive a full reward, it means that there is a partial reward also.

2 John 1:8, "Look to yourselves, that we lose not those things which we have wrought, but that we receive a full reward."

We see in 1 Corinthians 3:11-15 that a believer can go to heaven and receive no rewards.

1 Corinthians 3:15, "If any man"s work shall be burned, he shall suffer loss: but he himself shall be saved; yet so as by fire."

It appears that God will reward each believer based upon the degree that he has fulfilled the ministry and work that God has ordained for him to do before the foundation of the world. If a believer fulfills his divine calling, he will receive a full reward. If he never enters into this ministry before he dies, he will be saved, but he has no reward. If he finds his place in Christ and partially fulfills this ministry, he will receive a partial reward.

2 Timothy 4:6-8 — Paul's Example of Hope in Glorification: Paul Declares the Fulfillment of His Office and Ministry - In 2 Timothy 4:6-8 Paul declares the fulfillment of his office and ministry as an apostle to the Gentiles, and as a teacher and preacher of the Gospel of Jesus Christ ( 1 Timothy 2:7, 2 Timothy 1:11). Paul is giving himself as an example of a minister of the Gospel who has fulfilled his ministry as a word of encouragement to undergird his charge in the previous verses to Timothy to fulfill his ministry ( 2 Timothy 4:1-5). In 2 Timothy 4:7 Paul summarizes his perseverance, and in 2 Timothy 4:8 he summarizes his impending glorification.

1 Timothy 2:7, "Whereunto I am ordained a preacher, and an apostle, (I speak the truth in Christ, and lie not;) a teacher of the Gentiles in faith and verity."

2 Timothy 1:11, "Whereunto I am appointed a preacher, and an apostle, and a teacher of the Gentiles."

Hebrew Parallelism in 2Timothy- When reading 2 Timothy 4:6-8 one notices how it rings with a poetic sound. This is because this passage is structured as Hebrew parallelism. He uses a distitch in 2 Timothy 4:6, tristitch in 2 Timothy 4:7, and a tetrastitch in 2 Timothy 4:8.

For I am now ready to be offered, 

and the time of my departure is at hand.

I have fought a good fight, 

I have finished my course, 

I have kept the faith.

Henceforth there is laid up for me a crown of righteousness, 

which the Lord, the righteous Judges , shall give me at that day: 

and not to me only, 

but unto all them also that love his appearing.

Why would Paul shift from an epistolary form to Hebrew poetry? Perhaps he did so because poetry is the language of the heart. Paul had been to heaven in visions, and the thought of going there soon sends a wave of joy through him that expressed itself in a song here in 2 Timothy 4:6-8.

2 Timothy 4:6 For I am now ready to be offered, and the time of my departure is at hand.
2 Timothy 4:6 — "and the time of my departure is at hand" - Comments- God gives very faithful, saints, though few, the time of their departure. In the Scriptures several men of God knew their day of departure besides Paul:

Moses:

Numbers 27:12-14, "And the LORD said unto Moses, Get thee up into this mount Abarim, and see the land which I have given unto the children of Israel. And when thou hast seen it, thou also shalt be gathered unto thy people, as Aaron thy brother was gathered. For ye rebelled against my commandment in the desert of Zin, in the strife of the congregation, to sanctify me at the water before their eyes: that is the water of Meribah in Kadesh in the wilderness of Zin."

Numbers 31:2, "Avenge the children of Israel of the Midianites: afterward shalt thou be gathered unto thy people."

Aaron:

Numbers 33:38, "And Aaron the priest went up into mount Hor at the commandment of the LORD, and died there, in the fortieth year after the children of Israel were come out of the land of Egypt, in the first day of the fifth month."

Hezekiah:

Isaiah 38:5, "Go, and say to Hezekiah, Thus saith the LORD, the God of David thy father, I have heard thy prayer, I have seen thy tears: behold, I will add unto thy days fifteen years."

Peter:

2 Peter 1:14, "Knowing that shortly I must put off this my tabernacle, even as our Lord Jesus Christ hath shewed me."

2 Timothy 4:7 I have fought a good fight, I have finished my course, I have kept the faith:
2 Timothy 4:7 — "I have fought a good fight" - Comments - The statement "I have fought a good fight" is not arrogance or self-boasting, but this is Paul realizing that he has allowed the Lord to teach him to be an overcomer in this life. A man of God knows when God gives him a victory in an area of his Christian life. There is no doubt in the walk of faith.

How did Paul fight? He had to overcome himself in order to lead others down the path of Christ.

1 John 4:4, "Ye are of God, little children, and have overcome them: because greater is he that is in you, than he that is in the world."

What was Paul trying to achieve in this fight? He was labouring and struggling to bring each believer to their fullness in Christ Jesus so that they could walk in the place that God called them to walk and receive eternal life. Note where Paul uses this same Greek word ( αγώ ν) (G 73) in Colossians 1:27 to Colossians 2:2 when discussing his efforts to bring every believer into their fullness:

Colossians 1:27 to Colossians 2:2, "To whom God would make known what is the riches of the glory of this mystery among the Gentiles; which is Christ in you, the hope of glory: Whom we preach, warning every Prayer of Manasseh , and teaching every man in all wisdom; that we may present every man perfect in Christ Jesus: Whereunto I also labour, striving according to his working, which worketh in me mightily. For I would that ye knew what great conflict I have for you, and for them at Laodicea, and for as many as have not seen my face in the flesh; That their hearts might be comforted, being knit together in love, and unto all riches of the full assurance of understanding, to the acknowledgement of the mystery of God, and of the Father, and of Christ;

Note how Paul makes another reference to his efforts to present every believer perfect in Christ.

2 Corinthians 11:2, "For I am jealous over you with godly jealousy: for I have espoused you to one husband, that I may present you as a chaste virgin to Christ."

He fought spiritual warfare in this struggle for God's people to be delivered from the dominion of darkness and walk as children of light.

Ephesians 6:12-18 - In spiritual warfare against demonic spirits.

2 Corinthians 10:4-6, "(For the weapons of our warfare are not carnal, but mighty through God to the pulling down of strong holds;) Casting down imaginations, and every high thing that exalteth itself against the knowledge of God, and bringing into captivity every thought to the obedience of Christ; And having in a readiness to revenge all disobedience, when your obedience is fulfilled."

Scripture References- Note:

1 Timothy 6:12, "Fight the good fight of faith, lay hold on eternal life, whereunto thou art also called, and hast professed a good profession before many witnesses."

2 Timothy 4:7 — "I have finished my course" - The phrase "I have finished my course" is synonymous with the phrase that Paul has just used in 2 Timothy 4:5, exhorting Timothy to "make full proof of thy ministry," which means to fulfill his ministry. Benny Hinn said, "You cannot finish your ministry until you are finished with your life." 33] Unless you die to your desires, you cannot fulfill God"s desires and plan for your life.

33] Benny Hinn, This is Your Day (Irving, Texas), on Trinity Broadcasting Network (Santa Ana, California, 26 January 2001), television program.

A course is like in a race. Many people start out in a road race, especially a marathon, but not all finish. Paul uses this analogy in 1 Corinthians 9:24-27. God has given us all a course, or a task to complete in our lives. Our names are written in the Lamb"s Book of Life. Talents have been distributed as God wills to each of us. One day we will have to give an account of our lives.

1 Corinthians 9:24-27, "Know ye not that they which run in a race run all, but one receiveth the prize? So run, that ye may obtain. And every man that striveth for the mastery is temperate in all things. Now they do it to obtain a corruptible crown; but we an incorruptible. I therefore so run, not as uncertainly; so fight I, not as one that beateth the air: But I keep under my body, and bring it into subjection: lest that by any means, when I have preached to others, I myself should be a castaway."

God has a plan for every human being that will serve Him, one that is greater than we can ever imagine for ourselves. Paul states this fact in 2 Timothy 1:9.

2 Timothy 1:9, "Who hath saved us, and called us with an holy calling, not according to our works, but according to his own purpose and grace, which was given us in Christ Jesus before the world began,"

The Lord once spoke to Benny Hinn and said, "Do not ruin your destiny!" 34] God has ordained a plan, or destiny, for each of us. Many people never fulfill their ministry. Note:

34] Benny Hinn, This is Your Day (Irving, Texas), on Trinity Broadcasting Network (Santa Ana, California), television program.

Colossians 4:17, "And say to Archippus, Take heed to the ministry which thou hast received in the Lord, that thou fulfil it."

Paul finished his course. We see his commission in the book of Acts and in his epistles. Note that He was to stand before kings, preach to the Gentiles and to the children of Israel. Note:

Acts 9:15, "But the Lord said unto him, Go thy way: for he is a chosen vessel unto me, to bear my name before the Gentiles, and kings, and the children of Israel:"

Romans 11:13, "For I speak to you Gentiles, inasmuch as I am the apostle of the Gentiles, I magnify mine office:"

1 Timothy 2:7, "Whereunto I am ordained a preacher, and an apostle, (I speak the truth in Christ, and lie not;) a teacher of the Gentiles in faith and verity."

2 Timothy 1:11, "Whereunto I am appointed a preacher, and an apostle, and a teacher of the Gentiles."

He believed that in order to finish his course, he had to preach the Gospel to the Gentile world in fulfillment of the prophecy of Ananias ( Acts 9:15). He was able to proclaim the Gospel in all the major cities of the Roman world where the other apostles had not reached. He knew that by starting a church in these major cities the message of Jesus Christ would spread to the surrounding cities under their influence. Paul even stood before the king of the Gentiles, the Roman Emperor. In this, he could say that he had finished his course.

In completing this accomplishment of preaching to the Roman Emperor and court, Paul believed that he would further the Gospel of Jesus Christ with maximum impact ( Philippians 1:12-14). This accomplishment would affect the imperial court itself, the most powerful group of people in the world.

Philippians 1:12-14, "But I would ye should understand, brethren, that the things which happened unto me have fallen out rather unto the furtherance of the gospel; So that my bonds in Christ are manifest in all the palace, and in all other places; And many of the brethren in the Lord, waxing confident by my bonds, are much more bold to speak the word without fear."

However, reaching Rome was not without great cost, for it eventually cost him his life. In Acts 20:24, we see that Paul was returning from his third missionary journey. On his way back to Jerusalem, he was told in every church that bonds and afflictions were waiting for him if he went to Jerusalem.

Acts 20:22-24, "And now, behold, I go bound in the spirit unto Jerusalem, not knowing the things that shall befall me there: Save that the Holy Ghost witnesseth in every city, saying that bonds and afflictions abide me. But none of these things move me, neither count I my life dear unto myself, so that I might finish my course with joy, and the ministry, which I have received of the Lord Jesus, to testify the gospel of the grace of God."

Paul now has to make a choice. He knows that if he goes to Jerusalem, he will be bound and imprisoned. He knows that it meant possible death. Therefore he says here that he does not count his life dear. He also knew that he must preach the Gospel in Rome ( Acts 19:21). It was God"s will for Paul to go to Rome, yet the Holy Spirit was warning Paul of its consequences, which was certain death. Here, Paul makes a choice, to finish the work that God"s has called him to, resulting in death, or to save his own life, yet never reach Rome. In Paul"s visit to Rome, he increased the influence of his ministry, but it cost him his life.

Acts 19:21, "After these things were ended, Paul purposed in the spirit, when he had passed through Macedonia and Achaia, to go to Jerusalem, saying, After I have been there, I must also see Rome."

Acts 23:11, "And the night following the Lord stood by him, and said, Be of good cheer, Paul: for as thou hast testified of me in Jerusalem, so must thou bear witness also at Rome."

The Lord allowed Paul to make the choice. Paul chose God"s will above his own will. Paul had to make a choice many times in his life. When he was taken captive a Caesarea shortly after leaving the Ephesians , he made a choice to face death for an opportunity to preach the Gospel before Caesar ( Acts 25:11-12).

Acts 25:11-12, "For if I be an offender, or have committed any thing worthy of death, I refuse not to die: but if there be none of these things whereof these accuse me, no man may deliver me unto them. I appeal unto Caesar. Then Festus, when he had conferred with the council, answered, Hast thou appealed unto Caesar? unto Caesar shalt thou go."

This was the culmination of his ministry. He had finished his course.

Other illustrations:

John the Baptist finished his course:

Acts 13:25, "And as John fulfilled his course, he said, Whom think ye that I am? I am not he. But, behold, there cometh one after me, whose shoes of his feet I am not worthy to loose."

Demas did not finish his course:

2 Timothy 4:10, "For Demas hath forsaken me, having loved this present world, and is departed unto Thessalonica; Crescens to Galatia, Titus unto Dalmatia."

Scripture References- Note:

John 17:4, "I have glorified thee on the earth: I have finished the work which thou gavest me to do."

Acts 20:24, "But none of these things move me, neither count I my life dear unto myself, so that I might finish my course with joy, and the ministry, which I have received of the Lord Jesus, to testify the gospel of the grace of God."

2 Timothy 4:7 — Comments- Rick Shelton teaches that Paul's three statements in 2 Timothy 4:7 refer to three different aspects of Paul's life and ministry. He says that the first phrase "I have fought a good fight" is a reference to Paul's personal struggle to stay pure, righteous and clean on a daily basis before God in the midst of a wicked world while living in a sin-corrupted body. Paul's comments in Romans 7:14-25 serve as a description of this personal daily struggle. The second statement "I have finished my course" refers to the fact that Paul finished the calling and work that God gave him to do on this earth. The third statement "I have kept the faith" is a reference to the fact that Paul had persevered in the midst of trials and difficulties. He did not give up his faith in God nor his commitment to serve Him. These three statements serve as Paul's three-fold message to young Timothy in this second epistle. 35]

35] Rick Shelton, "Sermon," Joyce Meyer Ministries Minister's Conference, St. Louis, Missouri.

2 Timothy 4:8 Henceforth there is laid up for me a crown of righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous Judges , shall give me at that day: and not to me only, but unto all them also that love his appearing.
2 Timothy 4:8 — "Henceforth there is laid up for me a crown of righteousness" - Word Study on "henceforth" - Strong says the Greek word "henceforth" ( λοιπον) (G 3063) means, "something remaining." Paul"s ministry being finished, he will now accept the consequences for what he has done and receive the rewards for what he has done in the name of the Lord. The Enhanced Strong says this Greek word is used 14times in the New Testament, being translated in the KJV as, "finally 5, now 2, then 1, besides 1, moreover + 1161 + 37391, it remains + 20761, furthermore 1, henceforth 1, from henceforth 1."

Comments- This phrase implies that our eternal rewards in heaven are based on how much we complete the course that God has called us to. This means that we will not receive rewards for doing what we wanted to do in this life. We must follow the path that God has called us to and attempt to finish this course, as Paul the apostle did in his life.

We see in 2 Timothy 4:5 of this same chapter how Paul exhorts Timothy to finished his course also, which is the work of an evangelist.

2 Timothy 4:5, "But be thou sober in all things, suffer hardship, do the work of an evangelist, fulfil thy ministry." (ASV)

2 Timothy 4:8 — "which the Lord, the righteous judge" - Comments- Paul gives the Lord Jesus Christ recognition of the office that He will fulfill on the Day of Judgment, when He will judge all men with righteous judgment.

2 Timothy 4:8 — "shall give me at that day" - Comments- These rewards are a result of Paul"s accomplishments in verse 7. Note:

Matthew 6:20, "But lay up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where neither moth nor rust doth corrupt, and where thieves do not break through nor steal:"

2 Timothy 4:8 — "and not to me only, but unto all them also that love his appearing" - Comments- This statement says that a crown of righteousness is reserved for those who are anticipating and longing for His appearing. This phrase does not say that a crown of righteousness is reserved for every believer, or else the phrase would have read, "but unto all them that believe." Each believer must meet a condition in order to receive a crown. They must be living their lives as those who love their master.

It can be best illustrated by the parable of the ten virgins in Matthew 25:1-13. A Christian must live his life in preparation for His coming.



Verses 9-22 

Conclusion - We find the conclusion to 2Timothy in the final passage of this Epistle. In 2 Timothy 4:9-22 Paul gives Timothy some final instructions on making preparations to come to him as quickly as possible. These instructions are mixed with the final greetings that are typical of the Pauline epistles.

2 Timothy 4:9 Do thy diligence to come shortly unto me:
2 Timothy 4:9 — Comments- Paul's desire to see Timothy in 2 Timothy 1:4 moved him later to request that he make all effort to come see him in the closing passage of this epistle.

2 Timothy 4:9, "Do thy diligence to come shortly unto me:"

2 Timothy 4:10 For Demas hath forsaken me, having loved this present world, and is departed unto Thessalonica; Crescens to Galatia, Titus unto Dalmatia.
2 Timothy 4:10 — "Crescens to Galatia" - Comments- Eusebius (A.D 260 to 340) tells us that Crescens was sent to Gaul. 36] However, 2 Timothy 4:10 says that he was sent to Galatia. Webster tells us that the word "Gaul" was the Anglicized form of "Gallia"; he says the term "Galatian" refers to "Galatia or its inhabitants-- A native or inhabitant of Galatia, in Asia Minor; a descendant of the Gauls who settled in Asia Minor."

36] Eusebius writes, "As to the rest of his followers, Paul testifies that Crescens was sent to Gaul;" (Ecclesiastical History 349)

Thus, we can see that the terms "Gaul" and "Galatia" referred to the same group of people in ancient history, so that there need be no contradiction in Eusebius" statement with the Holy Scriptures.

The Apostolic Constitutions, a collection of ecclesiastical law that is believed to have been compiled during the latter half of the fourth century, gives us a list of the earliest bishops. This ancient document states that there was a man by the name of "Crescens" who became the bishop of the churches in Galatia. There is little doubt that this is referring to the same individual. 37]

37] The Apostolic Constitution says, "Now concerning those bishops which have been ordained in our lifetime, we let you know that they are these…Of the churches of Galatia, Crescens." (Constitutions of the Holy Apostles 7446)

2 Timothy 4:10 — Comments- In 2 Timothy 4:5, Paul exhorts young Timothy to finish his course. Then Paul uses himself as an example in verses 6-8 of one who has fulfilled his divine calling. Here in verse 10, Paul gives Timothy another example. This time, Timothy sees a person who has failed in his calling, in stark contrast to the life of Paul.

2 Timothy 4:11 Only Luke is with me. Take Mark , and bring him with thee: for he is profitable to me for the ministry.
2 Timothy 4:11 — Comments - Paul's statement in 2 Timothy 4:11 regarding John Mark "for he is profitable to me for the ministry" seems to allude to the fact that this young man was profitable as an assistant during Paul's early years of ministry ( Acts 12:25; Acts 13:5), but he proved unprofitable by abandoning Paul and Barnabas during their first missionary journey ( Acts 12:25; Acts 13:5; Acts 13:13). In his old age, Paul seems to redeem his support and love towards John Mark.

2 Timothy 4:12 And Tychicus have I sent to Ephesus.
2 Timothy 4:12 — Comments- If the assumption by many scholars is true, that the time of writing of the three Pastoral Epistles is close together, then we can refer to Titus 3:12 and suggest that Paul sent Artemas to Crete and Tychicus to Ephesus. Paul would not have pulled Timothy away for any length of time without placing a faithful person in his place. The references to Tychicus in the New Testament reveal that he was a very faithful and trusted servant to Paul, having delivered two of the Prison Epistles to Ephesus and Colossi.

Titus 3:12, "When I shall send Artemas unto thee, or Tychicus, be diligent to come unto me to Nicopolis: for I have determined there to winter."

2 Timothy 4:13 The cloke that I left at Troas with Carpus, when thou comest, bring with thee, and the books, but especially the parchments.
2 Timothy 4:13 — "but especially the parchments" - Comments- Robert Gundry has suggested that Paul's request to Timothy to bring the parchments may not be limited to Old Testament writings. These documents may have included his certificate of Roman citizenship for his trial, records of Jesus' life and teachings, etc. 38]

38] Robert H. Gundry, A Survey of the New Testament, revised edition (Grand Rapids, Michigan: Zondervan Publishing House), 310.

2 Timothy 4:13 — Comments- William Tyndale spent the last winter of his life in a cold, damp prison because of his crime of translating the Holy Scriptures into English. During this imprisonment of 1535-36, he wrote a letter to a superior requesting much the same items that Paul is requesting in this verse. Paul was also writing a letter just before the last winter of his life, perhaps A.D 63-64, asking for warmer clothing and his books. Note this letter from the hand of William Tyndale, discovered in the middle of the 1800's, which also reveals to us the environment in which Paul wrote his last epistle, and perhaps all of his prison epistles.

"I believe, right worshipful, that you are not unaware of what may have been determined concerning me. Wherefore, I beg your lordship, and that by the Lord Jesus, that if I am to remain here through the winter, you will request the commissary to have the kindness to send me, from the goods of mine which he has, a warmer cap, for I suffer greatly from cold in the head, and am afflicted by a perpetual catarrh, which is much increased in this cell; a warmer coat also, for this which I have is very thin; a piece of cloth, too, to patch my leggings. My overcoat is worn out; my shirts also are worn out. He has a woolen shirt, if he will be good enough to send it. I have also with him leggings of thicker cloth to put on above; he has also warmer night-caps. And I ask to be allowed to have a lamp in the evening; it is indeed wearisome sitting alone in the dark. But most of all I beg and beseech your clemency to be urgent with the commissary, that he will kindly permit me to have the Hebrew Bible, Hebrew grammar and Hebrew dictionary, that I may pass the time in that study. In return may you obtain what you most desire, so only that it be for the salvation of your soul. But if any other decision has been taken concerning me, to be carried out before winter, I will be patient, abiding the will of God, to the glory of the grace of my Lord Jesus Christ; whose Spirit (I pray) may ever direct your heart. Amen" 39]

39] F. F. Bruce, The Books and the Parchments (Old Tappan, New Jersey: Fleming H. Revell Company, 1963), 9-10.

We see clearly in both statements by these two men of God a passion for the Holy Scriptures despite the sufferings of the physical body within these cold prisons. For William Tyndale, it was a desire to complete the full translation of the Old Testament, which he has partially completed. For Paul, it was a passion to know Christ and to present Him from the Holy Scriptures.

This story verifies what I have experienced over the years of doing my own personal Bible studies. There is seldom, if ever, a convenient and comfortable time to study God's Word. The flesh wars against us and our minds want to find something else to think about. It may be too cold or too hot. We may be too busy with work or family needs. We too, as Paul and William Tyndale, will have to pay a price each time we study the Word. It will always cost us something in this world to hear from God.

2 Timothy 4:14-15 — Comments- Paul's Warning to Timothy of Alexander the Coppersmith - In 2 Timothy 4:14-15 Paul gives Timothy a personal and vivid illustration of those who oppose the truth as he has stated would happened in a number of previous verses in this epistle:

2 Timothy 2:25, "In meekness instructing those that oppose themselves; if God peradventure will give them repentance to the acknowledging of the truth;"

2 Timothy 3:8, "Now as Jannes and Jambres withstood Moses, so do these also resist the truth: men of corrupt minds, reprobate concerning the faith."

2 Timothy 4:3, "For the time will come when they will not endure sound doctrine; but after their own lusts shall they heap to themselves teachers, having itching ears;"

We do have a Jew named Alexander mentioned in Acts 19:33, who was apparently a leader of the Jewish community in Ephesus. He is mentioned in Acts because he was chosen by the Jews in Ephesus to speak to the crowd and appease their anger, but to no avail. Paul mentions a man by this name in his two epistles to Timothy. He is called Alexander the coppersmith and described as a harsh opponent to Paul's work in Ephesus. Such a description seen in Acts 19:33 of a well-spoken Jewish leader in Ephesus fits the description of a possible opponent of Paul's evangelist work in this city. It is very possible for this to be the same person.

Acts 19:33, "And they drew Alexander out of the multitude, the Jews putting him forward. And Alexander beckoned with the hand, and would have made his defence unto the people."

1 Timothy 1:20, "Of whom is Hymenaeus and Alexander; whom I have delivered unto Satan, that they may learn not to blaspheme."

2 Timothy 4:16 At my first answer no man stood with me, but all men forsook me: I pray God that it may not be laid to their charge.
2 Timothy 4:16 — Comments - 2 Timothy 4:16 is a reference to Paul's second imprisonment and trials prior to his death. We see in this verse how fiery and frightening it must have been for his friends, even to the point of threatening their lives by associating with Christians.

2 Timothy 4:17 Notwithstanding the Lord stood with me, and strengthened me; that by me the preaching might be fully known, and that all the Gentiles might hear: and I was delivered out of the mouth of the lion.
2 Timothy 4:17 — "Notwithstanding the Lord stood with me, and strengthened me" - Comments- We can interpret 2 Timothy 4:17 to mean that during Paul's darkest hours of fiery trials and condemnation from false lies, and when all friends had forsaken him out of fear of being themselves condemned, the Lord Jesus Christ visited him and strengthened him with words of comfort.

2 Timothy 4:17 — "that by me the preaching might be fully known, and that all the Gentiles might hear" - Comments- In 2 Timothy 4:17 Paul refers to his divine commission of taking the Gospel to the Gentiles, which the Lord spoke through Ananias at the time of his conversion in Acts 9:10-19. He felt compelled to reach all nations.

Acts 9:15-16, "But the Lord said unto him, Go thy way: for he is a chosen vessel unto me, to bear my name before the Gentiles, and kings, and the children of Israel: For I will shew him how great things he must suffer for my name"s sake."

The Lord later spoke to Paul to depart and go to the Gentile nations.

Acts 22:21, "And he said unto me, Depart: for I will send thee far hence unto the Gentiles."

2 Timothy 4:17 — "and I was delivered out of the mouth of the lion" - Comments- The statement in 2 Timothy 2:17 that "I was delivered out of the mouth of the lion," mostly likely is a reference to Paul's first release under Nero. Josephus records the statement of Agrippa's servant running to tell him of the death of the Roman Emperor Tiberius, saying, "The lion is dead." (Antiquities 18610) Thus, we have a testimony that the Roman Emperors were called a lion. 

2 Timothy 4:18 And the Lord shall deliver me from every evil work, and will preserve me unto his heavenly kingdom: to whom be glory for ever and ever. Amen.
2 Timothy 4:16-18 — Comments- Paul's Steadfastness and the Lord's Deliverance - Although 2Timothy is generally understood to have been written shortly before Paul's death at the hands of Nero during his second Roman imprisonment, Albert Barnes and others believe that 2 Timothy 4:16-18 is a reference to Paul's deliverance from his first imprisonment. He understands this passage to say that during his first trial before a Roman court all of his friends forsook him, but the Lord stood with him and brought deliverance for him. The phrase "that by me the preaching might be fully known, and that all the Gentiles might hear" would then refer to the fact that Paul was permitted to be free once more to travel and preach the Gospel of Jesus Christ. Thus, the phrase, "and I was delivered out of the mouth of the lion" would be a reference to being delivered from Nero during his first imprisonment.

The early Church historian Eusebius (A.D 260 to 340) supports this view, telling us that 2 Timothy 4:16-18 is a reference to Paul"s deliverance from his first Roman imprisonment and a statement of his pending death during his second imprisonment. He says that when Paul refers to being delivered from the mouth of the lion, he was referring to his deliverance from death at the hands of Nero during his first imprisonment. He tells us that 2 Timothy 4:17 is an indication that Paul was delivered from his first judgment in Nero"s court in order to finish his ministry. However, Eusebius believes that 2 Timothy 4:6 is an indication that Paul foresaw his pending death at his second encounter with Nero; for he said, "For I am now ready to be offered, and the time of my departure is at hand." 40] Jerome (NPN 2-3) (A.D 342to 420) supports this view in his comments on this passage of Scripture. 41]

40] Eusebius writes, "Thus after he had made his defense it is said that the apostle was sent again upon the ministry of preaching, and that upon coming to the same city a second time he suffered martyrdom. In this imprisonment he wrote his second epistle to Timothy, in which he mentions his first defense and his impending death. But hear his testimony on these matters: ‘At my first answer,' he says, ‘no man stood with me, but all men forsook me: I pray God that it may not be laid to their charge. Notwithstanding the Lord stood with me, and strengthened me; that by me the preaching might be fully known, and that all the Gentiles might hear: and I was delivered out of the mouth of the lion.' He plainly indicates in these words that on the former occasion, in order that the preaching might be fulfilled by him, he was rescued from the mouth of the lion, referring, in this expression, to Nero, as is probable on account of the latter"s cruelty. He did not therefore afterward add the similar statement, ‘He will rescue me from the mouth of the lion'; for he saw in the spirit that his end would not be long delayed. Wherefore he adds to the words, ‘And he delivered me from the mouth of the lion,' this sentence: ‘The Lord shall deliver me from every evil work, and will preserve me unto his heavenly kingdom,' indicating his speedy martyrdom; which he also foretells still more clearly in the same epistle, when he writes, ‘For I am now ready to be offered, and the time of my departure is at hand.'" (Ecclesiastical History 2222-5)

41] Jerome writes, "It ought to be said that at the first defence, the power of Nero having not yet been confirmed, nor his wickedness broken forth to such a degree as the histories relate concerning him, Paul was dismissed by Nero, that the gospel of Christ might be preached also in the West. As he himself writes in the second epistle to Timothy, at the time when he was about to be put to death dictating his epistle as he did while in chains; ‘At my first defence no one took my part, but all forsook me: may it not be laid to their account. But the Lord stood by me and strengthened me; that through me the message might be fully proclaimed and that all the Gentiles might hear, and I was delivered out of the mouth of the lion' -- clearly indicating Nero as lion on account of his cruelty. And directly following he says ‘The Lord delivered me from the month of the lion' and again shortly, ‘The Lord delivered me from every evil work and saved me unto his heavenly kingdom,' for indeed he felt within himself that his martyrdom was near at hand, for in the same epistle he announced ‘for I am already being offered and the time of my departure is at hand.' He then, in the fourteenth year of Nero on the same day with Peter, was beheaded at Rome for Christ"s sake and was buried in the Ostian way, the twenty-seventh year after our Lord"s passion." (Illustrious Men 5)

2 Timothy 4:14-18 — Comments- Paul Refers to His Persecutions, Abandonment, and the Lord's Faithfulness - If we look for an occasion of Paul being delivered back to Roman prison the second time, the passage in 2 Timothy 4:14-18 serves as a good place to speculate. We have Paul first referring to one of his arch-enemies in the area of Ephesus, a Jew by the name of Alexander the coppersmith ( 2 Timothy 4:14-15), who made great efforts to resist Paul's ministry. He is probably the same person mentioned in Acts 19:33, and was apparently a leader of the Jewish community in Ephesus. He is mentioned in Acts because he was chosen by the Jews in Ephesus to speak to the crowd and appease their anger, but to no avail. Paul mentions a man by this name in his two epistles to Timothy. He is called Alexander the coppersmith and described as a harsh opponent to Paul's work in Ephesus. Such a description seen in Acts 19:33 of a well-spoken Jewish leader in Ephesus fits the description of a possible opponent of Paul's evangelist work in this city.

Following this warning to Timothy about his adversary, Paul immediately refers to his trial and defense, as if Alexander had something to do with his arrest. He recalls the painful experience of having everyone forsake him, but finds strength in the way the Lord stood by him and delivered him from the mouth of lions. It is possible that Paul is recalling the events around his second arrest, which may have taken place in Ephesus as a result of the efforts of Alexander the coppersmith. This passage may be referring to the occasion for Paul's arrest.

2 Timothy 4:19 Salute Prisca and Aquila, and the household of Onesiphorus.
2 Timothy 4:19 — "Salute Prisca and Aquila" - Comments- Paul first met Aquila and Priscilla in Corinth on his second missionary journey when he established a church there. They had been banished from Rome by Claudius.

Acts 18:1-2, "After these things Paul departed from Athens, and came to Corinth; And found a certain Jew named Aquila, born in Pontus, lately come from Italy, with his wife Priscilla; (because that Claudius had commanded all Jews to depart from Rome:) and came unto them."

He took them with him on his way back to Antioch and left them in the city of Ephesus.

Acts 18:18-19, "And Paul after this tarried there yet a good while, and then took his leave of the brethren, and sailed thence into Syria, and with him Priscilla and Aquila; having shorn his head in Cenchrea: for he had a vow. And he came to Ephesus, and left them there: but he himself entered into the synagogue, and reasoned with the Jews."

We find that this couple is still in Ephesus when Paul returns on his third missionary journey and writes his first epistle to the Corinthians from there. They had started a church in their home while in Ephesus.

1 Corinthians 16:19, "The churches of Asia salute you. Aquila and Priscilla salute you much in the Lord, with the church that is in their house."

In Romans 16:3, which is dated a short time later, we find them back in the city of Rome. It is possible that Paul sent them to Rome before he left Ephesus in order to help establish the church there.

Romans 16:3-4, "Greet Priscilla and Aquila my helpers in Christ Jesus: Who have for my life laid down their own necks: unto whom not only I give thanks, but also all the churches of the Gentiles."

Near the end of Paul's life, while writing to Timothy from the city of Rome just before his death, we find this couple back in Ephesus.

2 Timothy 4:19, "Salute Prisca and Aquila, and the household of Onesiphorus."

This story would certainly fit the Paul's description of their sacrifices of laying down their lives in the following verse (). They had returned to Rome, which was placing them in risk of their lives. They had served in Ephesus for some years until Paul returned on his next visit. Thus, the churches of the Gentiles had something to thank them for.

2 Timothy 4:19 — "and the household of Onesiphorus" - Comments- Note another reference to Onesiphorus in 2 Timothy 1:16, "The Lord give mercy unto the house of Onesiphorus; for he oft refreshed me, and was not ashamed of my chain:"

2 Timothy 4:20 Erastus abode at Corinth: but Trophimus have I left at Miletum sick.
2 Timothy 4:21 Do thy diligence to come before winter. Eubulus greeteth thee, and Pudens, and Linus, and Claudia, and all the brethren.
2 Timothy 4:21 — "and Linus" - Comments- Eusebius (A.D 260 to 340) makes several references to Linus, whom he says was the first bishop of Rome after the death of Paul and Peter. 42] The Apostolic Constitutions, a collection of ecclesiastical law that is believed to have been compiled during the latter half of the fourth century, states that Linus was the first bishop of the church at Rome. 43]

42] Eusebius writes, "After the martyrdom of Paul and of Peter, Linus was the first to obtain the episcopate of the church at Rome. Paul mentions him, when writing to Timothy from Rome, in the salutation at the end of the epistle." (Ecclesiastical History 321)…"but Linus, whom he mentions in the Second Epistle to Timothy as his companion at Rome, was Peter"s successor in the episcopate of the church there, as has already been shown." (Ecclesiastical History 349)…"After Vespasian had reigned ten years Titus , his Song of Solomon , succeeded him. In the second year of his reign, Linus, who had been bishop of the church of Rome for twelve years, delivered his office to Anencletus. But Titus was succeeded by his brother Domitian after he had reigned two years and the same number of months." (Ecclesiastical History 3131)…"The blessed apostles having founded and established the church, entrusted the office of the episcopate to Linus. Paul speaks of this Linus in his Epistles to Timothy." (Ecclesiastical History 561)

43] The Apostolic Constitutions says, "Now concerning those bishops which have been ordained in our lifetime, we let you know that they are these…Of the church of Rome, Linus the son of Claudia was the first, ordained by Paul; and Clemens, after Linus" death, the second, ordained by me Peter." (Constitutions of the Holy Apostles 7446)

2 Timothy 4:22 The Lord Jesus Christ be with thy spirit. Grace be with you. Amen.
2 Timothy 4:22 — "The Lord Jesus Christ be with thy spirit" - Comments - In 2 Timothy 4:22 Paul basically commends them into the hands of the Lord Jesus Christ, in much the same way that he did in the book of Acts. We find this statement at the end of all of Paul's epistles.

Acts 14:23, "And when they had ordained them elders in every church, and had prayed with fasting, they commended them to the Lord, on whom they believed."

Acts 20:32, "And now, brethren, I commend you to God, and to the word of his grace, which is able to build you up, and to give you an inheritance among all them which are sanctified."

In a similar way that the early apostles were instructed by Jesus to let their peace come upon the home of their host ( Matthew 10:13), so did Paul the apostle open every one of his thirteen New Testament epistles with a blessing of God's peace and grace upon his readers. Matthew 10:13 shows that you can bless a house by speaking God"s peace upon it.

Matthew 10:13, "And if the house be worthy, let your peace come upon it: but if it be not worthy, let your peace return to you."

This practice of speaking blessings upon God's children may have its roots in the priestly blessing of Numbers 6:22-27, where God instructed Moses to have the priests speak a blessing upon the children of Israel. Now Paul closes his second epistle to Timothy by restating the blessing that he opened his epistle with in 2 Timothy 1:2.

2 Timothy 4:22 — "Amen" - Comments- In the Textus Receptus the word "Amen" is attached to the end of all thirteen of Paul's epistles, as well as to the Gospels of Matthew and Mark , and to the General Epistles of Hebrews , 1, 2 Peter , 1, 2 John , and to the book of Revelation. However, because "Amen" is not supported in more ancient manuscripts many scholars believe that this word is a later liturgical addition. For example, these Pauline benedictions could have been used by the early churches with the added "Amen."

